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Wishing a Happy Mother’s
Day to all you moms.
We hope everyone has a safe
and fun Mother’s Day!

Summer Brooke
McLane Svoboda

Josh Harper

Lewis Higgins

Nathan Esch

Bryson Scott

Margaret Allen

Frances Updike

Tori Trites

From the Dr’s and staff at
Fowlerville Dental Center

EMERGENCY HOURS:
MONDAYS 10AM - 2PM
HEALTH AND SAFETY
IS OUR MISSION.

Fowlerville High School
announces Top 10 students in
Class of 2020

Call us today at 517-223-3779 or visit us at:
www.fowlervilledental.Com

Lillian Smith

Tristen Rhines

Fowlerville High School announced the Top 10 seniors in
the Class of 2020. They include Summer Brooke McLane
Svoboda who is the class valedictorian, while Josh Harper is
the salutatorian. In order of ranking the other Top 10 seniors
are Lewis Higgins, Nathan Esch, Bryson Scott, Margaret
Allen, Frances Updike, Tori Trites, Lillian Smith, and Tristen
Rhines.
See Page 5 for brief profiles of these top academic achievers.
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Next distribution of student
packets takes place this Monday,
May 11, at Fowlerville High School

By Wayne Roedel
Superintendent of Fowlerville Community Schools
Hello Fowlerville families. It has been several weeks
since our Continuity of Learning program began. I have been
impressed with the level of engagement many students have
in the learning materials that have been sent home. I know

our teachers and staff have enjoyed checking in with all of
you in many different ways.
I’m excited about the next distribution that will take place
tomorrow, Monday, May 11. Please review the schedule
below for the exact time we are asking parents and students
to arrive to pick up their work for the remainder of the
school year. I hope that parents continue to encourage their
child(ren) to do the best they can on the work. We have tried
to make improvements on this second set of assignments
based on feedback from the initial work. I think you will find

Saluting the Seniors in the
Fowlerville High School
Band & Choir Programs
The graduating seniors who have been part of the
Fowlerville High School Band & Choir Programs
are being saluted during the next few weeks, prior to
their graduation. High School Band Director William
Vliek asked each of them the following questions:

--Your plans for next year;

Elizabeth Showerman
I plan to go to LCC and to study animal science. I
plan to go into the field of animal control/rescue.
Band is awesome!!! It has taught me how to get
out of my comfort zone and to make new friends. My
senior year in band has got to be the best year yet.
I have gained much more confidence, in playing my
instrument and otherwise. Not being able to go to
band camp next year is going to be very difficult.
My best band memory was all of the pep bands.
Those were always my favorite. I loved screaming
Gladiator pride at everyone and dancing too much.
It makes me sad that I will never be able to do that
again.

Anna Neuman
Next year I plan to attend Northern Michigan University to get a degree in business.
Band has meant the world to me over the years
I’ve spent in the program. It’s a second family that
has given me the most amazing friends, helped me
grow in music and as a person and has forever impacted my life.
My favorite memory (memories) are all the home
football games we played at even when it rained
because we were still having so much fun.

--What band or choir has meant to you over the course
of your time at Fowlerville High School;
--Your favorite band or choir memory.

this work even better than the first.
Packets – for students of all levels – will be picked up at
the high school building with curb-side delivery. We ask that
families do the following to allow for the safest and most
efficient transfer of materials:
• Stay in your vehicle except to open their trunk or a
door near an unoccupied seat when they pull up to the
building to receive their packets.
• On one, 8.5x11 sheet of paper, please write the names
of all the children for whom you are picking up packets.
When a runner comes to your vehicle, hold the sheet
up to the window. The runner will retrieve the packets
for you.
• Attend during the following slots. If you are unable
to attend during your designated daytime slot, please
attend the evening distribution from 6:30 – 8:00.
o A-K will be distributed from the Alverson
Performing Art Center Lobby. Please see
the map for driving/queuing instructions.
 9:30 -10:30: A - Bo
 10:30 – 11:30: Br - Cok
 12:00 – 1:00: Col - D
 1:00 – 2:00: E - G
 2:30 – 3:30: Ha - Ho
 3:30 – 4:30: Hu – K
 6:00 – 7:00: Any A-K
o L-Z will be distributed from the High
School Main Entrance Lobby. You will
enter from North Grand Street just north of
the construction. Please see the map for
driving/queuing instructions.
 9:30 -10:30: L - Ma
 10:30 – 11:30: Mc - Pap
 12:00 – 1:00: Par - Rob
 1:00 – 2:00: Rod - Sla
 2:30 – 3:30: Sle- Tr
 3:30 – 4:30: Ts - Z
 6:00 – 7:00: Any L-Z
o For families who have children with different last names that begin both in the A-K
range and the L-Z range, we apologize for
the inconvenience, but you will need to go
to the distributions at each end of the building to retrieve the packets for your family.
• Please note that there is construction on Grand Avenue.
Traffic coming from every direction but North Fowlerville Road will need to take either Cemetery Road or
East Access Road to Sharpe Road. Despite the “Road
Closed” sign, drivers are able to turn left onto North
Grand St. from Sharpe Rd and enter the high school
front lot by the marquee sign. Please do so for pick-up
of packets for students whose last name starts with letters L-Z.
Those packets not picked up on Monday will be delivered
to the address we have on record. Please allow 5-7 days for
organizing and delivery.
Thank you for your continued support and partnership.

& AUTO GLASS
3030 Fowlerville Rd.
Fowlerville Exit 129

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8am-6pm

517-223-3721
jamiestjohn@dickscott.com

SPRING IS here!
Time to make
your car
or truck
sparkle!
Madison Reinhold
My plans for next year include attending Michigan State University and majoring in journalism, as
well as working on my own creative writing.
In the past years, as I’ve changed and grown,
band has always been a constant in my life, and
I’m sad to see it go. It has been a place of learning,
both about music and about life, and a place for
friendships to grow.
My favorite band memory is playing name the
song this past February in a team with my best
friends.

Lewis Higgins
I am planning on attending Eastern Michigan
University in order to earn a Biology Degree.
Band has been the place where I was connected
with one of the most intricate forms of expression.
Though at times trying, four years of being in this
group has been a wholly worthwhile endeavor. It
has paid off through the personal and emotional
growth it facilitated in myself and with others. (I still
don’t understand basic rhythms though.)
My favorite band memory is capturing a pigeon
in NYC.

YOU CHOOSE YOUR COLLISION CENTER BECAUSE...
• FREE Estimates
• FREE Loaner
• FREE Pick Up & Delivery
• Environmentally Friendly
Paint System

• Lifetime Warranty on Repairs & Paint
• We Repair ALL Makes & Models
• Towing Service
• Fast & Affordable Cosmetic Repairs

COUPON

FREE

Loaner with Collision Repair
DickScottCollision-Fowlerville.com
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‘RUN FOR THE
IMPACT’ 5K/1Mile
VIRTUAL RUN
2020 Fundraiser

Impact Wellness Center.
Thank you for your understanding of this difficult situation.
We wish everyone good health in the upcoming months as
we plan next year’s 9th annual ‘Run for the Impact’. Looking
forward to seeing you in 2021!
Questions? Contact Sheila Larson at sheilamaelars@
gmail.com.

Family Impact Centers has
strived to put on a fun, safe,
family-friendly community
event for the past seven years.
It is with great sadness and
disappointment that we will
not be able to host, in person,
the ‘Run for the Impact’
5K/1Mile races this year.
Along with the governor’s executive order banning large
group gatherings, we remain committed to making certain
our participants remain safe and healthy.
With that said, the race must go on, and we have decided
to continue as a VIRTUAL Run/Walk. Therefore, we
encourage everyone to run or walk outside or on a treadmill
– any distance, any pace, any time, any location. We
would love to see pictures and posts of your experience on
our facebook page, using https://tinyurl.com/FICrun2020
This virtual run or walk will still allow everyone to
contribute to a worthy cause, all while providing motivation
to be active. Registration will stay open thru JUNE 12TH. To
register, go to https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Fowlerville/

Michigan sees record-breaking
turnout for May 5 election

Michigan saw record-breaking turnout for the approximately 50 elections in 33 counties and 200 municipalities across the
state yesterday, with nearly 25 percent of eligible voters participating and 99 percent of those voters casting absent voter
ballots.
“It was a very inspiring day,” said Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson. “And it went even better than expected. Our local
election officials deserve tremendous credit for their ability to
administer a safe, successful election under unprecedented circumstances. The record breaking high turnout in yesterday’s
local elections is a testament to their efforts, and underscores
how deeply committed Michigan citizens are to weighing in
on the critical issues facing their communities and our society,
even during a pandemic. Voters know how important it is to
maintain our democratic institutions in times of crisis, and the
data from yesterday proves that.”
While average turnout for local May elections is around
12 percent, the previous turnout record was set at 23 percent
in 2015 when a proposed increase to the gas tax was on the
ballot statewide. Of the over 180,000 people who participated
in the election, preliminary data shows only 1,775 cast their
ballots in person, averaging to fewer than 1 per voting location
per hour, with more populace locations seeing greater numbers
of voters. In addition, clerks received all requested personal
protective equipment from the Michigan Department of State,
ensuring election workers were able to execute the election
safely while adhering to social distancing guidelines.
“We have the tools we need to carry out elections that are
safe, accurate and secure, and yesterday we saw those tools
in action,” said Secretary Benson. “Now we’re going to take
the data and the lessons learned from this process and use it to
determine the best and safest way to proceed in the August and
November elections.”
All Michigan voters already have the right to vote from
home and the ability to automatically receive absentee applications mailed to them. Those interested in joining the permanent absent voter application list can sign up at Michigan.gov/
Vote by entering their name, birthday and zip code to find their
registration, then clicking the green button to join the list.
“Voters can be certain of two things: elections will happen
on time, and they will happen safely and securely,” said Secretary Benson. “My top goal is to protect voting rights and the
public health, and no matter what August and November look
like nationally, we will do both in Michigan.”

MOLLISON LAW OFFICE, PLC
William R. Mollison, J.D.

RunfortheImpact3
Details as to how you can pick up your t-shirt are still
being worked out, and we will notify you at a later date as
to how it will transpire.   If you are not interested in running
virtually and receiving a t-shirt, a donation would be greatly
appreciated.
Run for the Impact is an annual fundraiser for Family Impact
Centers. We depend on donations to continue supporting area
families through our client-choice Food Pantry, as well as
all of the many restorative programs offered at our Family

Letter to the Editor

The World Health Organization is a United Nations group
tasked with the job of being the global guardian of health.
They operate in an advisory position to countries providing
information on how to prevent and treat diseases; however,
countries are not bound by the recommendations of WHO
and can reject the information or delay using it to combat
threats to universal health.
It has been instrumental in controlling or eliminating
diseases like: polio, malaria, and TB. Continued financial
support by all of the 179 member nations is essential to
prevent the return of diseases like these. WHO also sets up
global research to fast track new treatments and vaccines and
sends experts into areas of disease outbreaks to gather data
for successful treatments.
We are now in the grip of a pandemic, the likes of which
we haven’t experienced since the 1918 swine flu pandemic.
President Trump is punishing WHO for a delayed response to
the covid-19 virus crisis by cutting off funding. This would
be an extremely irresponsible act on his part since the U.S.
has 1/3 of the cases worldwide.
In Michigan, the covid-19 death rate is about ten percent
of known cases. No other countries around the world have
considered such a punitive act! We need a global approach
to find successful treatments and medications in a timely
manner. This is exactly what WHO’s mission encompasses
and defunding the organization will not distract us from the
poor leadership during a national crisis.
Donna Gadbaw Mitchell
Brighton

101 E. Grand River Avenue, PO Box 456
Fowlerville, MI 48836

Practice of Law
• Probate • Estate Planning
• Guardianship & Conservatorship • Elder Law

Telephone: 517-223-1333
Free Initial Consultation
Credit Card Payment Accepted

E-mail: mollisonlawoffice@yahoo.com

517.223.2200

7050 W. Grand River • FOWLERVILLE

Next to the Fowlerville Post Office

Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 8am-2pm

FREE MOUNTING
& BALANCING

With any tire purchase
* ROAD HAZARD PROGRAM AVAILABLE *
With this ad. 1 coupon per service.

Custom Pipe Bending
for your exhaust

COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE

1 Axle Repair

20.

$

00

OFF

$

2 Axle Repair

40.00 OFF

With this ad. 1 coupon per service.

www.midtownrepair.com

Fowlerville Feed &
Pet Supplies Inc.
120 Hale Street • 517-223-9115
Advertise in the...

Still Open For Business!

Call

Due to the COVID-19 virus,
our business hours are reduced to
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday thru Friday
and 8am to 1:30pm Saturday

FOWLERVILLE
NEWS & VIEWS
(517) 223-8760
for details

Fish Day unfortunately has been cancelled

963 S. Grand, Fowlerville

NOW OPEN FOR TAKE OUTS ONLY

Open 11am – 8pm • Tues – Sun (closed Monday)
Treat Mom to Dinner this Sunday,
May 10th for Mother’s Day!

Call Ahead – 517-223-1441

Next Chick Day
is June 2nd
Order Deadline is
May 26th by Noon

On Sale
Scamp
Kitty Litter
$

7.50 50lb.
Bag

“Stay Safe, Stay Healthy!”
We encourage our customers to
Call In Their Order and Pay Over the Phone.
We will prepare your order and you can pick it up.
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U.S.
Congress
Report
By Elissa Slotkin,
8th District, U.S. House
of Representatives
Rep. Slotkin secures nearly $3 million
for Ingham County Mental Health Services

U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin (MI-08) secured nearly $3
million in new funding for community mental health services
in Ingham County. Slotkin helped secure these funds for
Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs)
as part of the CARES Act, the third emergency appropriations

Authorized Generator

Sales & Service Dealer

Generator Financing Now Available!
(517) 223-2302 • ionelectric.org

Dick Scott

bill Congress passed on March 27. Slotkin worked closely
with Senator Debbie Stabenow, who secured $54 million
total in the CARES Act to support CCBHCs across Michigan.
In addition to providing telepsychiatry services, CCBHCs
provide a comprehensive set of services including 24/7/365
crisis services; outpatient mental health and substance
abuse treatment services; immediate screenings, risk
assessments, and diagnoses; and care coordination with
emergency rooms, law enforcement, and veteran groups.
“As we focus on keeping physically healthy during this
crisis, we can’t forget that the need for mental health support
in our community is even more acute at this time,” Slotkin
said. “That’s why I was proud to join Senator Stabenow in
pushing for funding for Certified Community Behavioral
Health Centers in the CARES Act. I’m thrilled that, as a result,
nearly $3 million dollars will now be going to organizations
here in the 8th district helping countless residents with mental
health challenges during this tough time.”
In a joint letter sent on March 20 to House and Senate
leadership, Slotkin advocated for expanded funding
for CCBHCs to be included in the upcoming economic
recovery package, noting in particular that “any disruption
in their services could prove catastrophic at a time when
our healthcare system must be wholeheartedly focused on
treating and preventing the spread of a pandemic.”
“The COVID-19 crisis has shown a spotlight on the urgent
need to fund community mental health and addiction services.
Now, more Michigan families who are struggling during this
pandemic will get critical behavioral health services they need
close to home,” said Senator Stabenow. “Congresswoman
Slotkin has been a true partner in our effort to expand mental
health services in Michigan. I’m so grateful for her bipartisan
work to deliver this investment to the 8th District. This
funding provides a major boost in services to individuals in
our state during this difficult time and provides momentum to
fully fund certified behavioral health services in our country.”
The CARES Act awarded a total $4 million in funding to
the Community Mental Health
Authority of Clinton, Ingham
and Eaton Counties.

Fowlerville
Fire
Department Report

MOTOR MALL

May 1st

Fowlerville
Fowlerville
High School’s

High School’s
“ATHLETES”
OF THE WEEK

Jud Scott

“ATHLETES” of the WEEK
2011 Varsity Football

Golf

The team is working extremely hard trying to accomplish the goals of: Persistence and
Find A Way Together. The Gladiators took two tough loses to start the year, but showed
great heartWalker
and character.
Varsity
team
lookingMy
forward
starting the
Sawyer
- I’ve The
played
golfFootball
3 years
foris FHS.
mosttomemorable
CAAC
Red
Competition.
moments were the road trips in the Ford Privilege van with the boys. I would
like to thank Mr. Sperry for teaching
me the game
of golf and for being a great
JUD’S FOOTBALL
FORECAST
coach forSATURDAY,
two years.
I would
also like to thank
my parents
giving me
OCTOBER
1, 2011
San Francisco
13 atfor
Philadelphia
23 the
opportunity
to play.20 at U of M 31
Minnesota
N.Y. Giants 17 at Arizona 20
Atlanta 23
at Seattle
State 23
at Ohio
State
Aidan Michigan
Addington
- I’ve
had
the20privilege of playing
golf
for 3 16
years as a
Miami 23 at San Diego 31
Gladiator. My most memorable moment was watching two kids go head to
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011
New England 31 at Oakland 16
head to earn
the last
I’d like
toGreen
thankBay
my34parents,
Detroit
27 atspot
Dallasto24states at regionals.
Denver
17 at
grandfather
and
Coach
Sperry
for
encouraging
and
helping
me
to
improve
my
Carolina 17 at Chicago 23
N.Y. Jets 17 at Baltimore
30
golf gameBuffalo
and supporting
me 20
as a person.
26 at Cincinnati
Tennessee 20 at Cleveland 23
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011
Minnesota 23 at Kansas City 17
Indianapolis 17 at Tampa Bay 31
Washington 20 at St. Louis 27
New Orleans 27 at Jacksonville 16
LAST WEEK: W-13 L-5
Pittsburgh 28 at Houston 27
SEASON RECORD: W-25 L-11
Every week through the season two Fowlerville H.S. athletes will be saluted for their efforts. Athletes will be selected by
the coaching staff and Athletic Dept. for that “Winning Deal” on a new or used car or truck, see Dick Scott Motor Mall,

www.DickScott.com

Dick Scott MOTOR
MALL
I-96 and Fowlerville Road, Exit 129 • 3030 Fowlerville Road

1-877-467-4201
SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
SERVICE DEPARTMENT OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
BODY SHOP OPEN: Mon. thru Fri. 8am-6pm

10:55 pm. Medical
Emergency on Van Riper Road
in the Village.
May 2nd
10:23 am. Medical
Emergency on N. Hibbard
Street in the Village.
10:44 am. Odor Investigation
on N. Kane Road in Handy
Township.
2:13 pm. Assist to Livingston
County Ambulance on Hickory
Street in the Village.
2:30 pm. Structure Fire on N.
Grand Avenue in the Village.
3:17 pm. Medical Emergency
on Mackinaw Trail in Handy
Township.
8:04 pm. Medical Emergency
on West Fork River Drive in
Handy Township.
May 3rd
3:50 am. Medical Emergency
on Rafferty Drive in Iosco
Township.

Survey shows one-in-seven
small businesses not confident of
surviving COVID-19 Pandemic

One-in-seven Michigan small businesses, or 14 percent,
are not confident they will survive the COVID-19 pandemic,
a survey done by the Small Business Association of Michigan
showed.
“The COVID-19 pandemic and closure orders have
created such an uphill challenge for small businesses that one
out of every seven in Michigan aren’t sure they’ll be able
to recover,” said SBAM President Brian Calley. “Michigan
small businesses are truly struggling to survive.”
The survey, conducted in late April of more than 13,000
Michigan small businesses, also found that 60 percent of
businesses have had to lay off at least one employee.
Additional results revealed:
--Nearly 45 percent of small businesses are closed.
--More than 50 percent of small businesses don’t have the
ability for their employees to work from home.
--72 percent of surveyed businesses have applied for the
Paycheck Protection Program, and 43 percent have applied
for other loans or advances.
--56 percent of small businesses don’t believe they will be
able to implement split shifts to limit exposure to the virus.
--35 percent of small businesses would need additional
physical space to meet social distancing guidelines.
--44 percent of small businesses said they don’t qualify for
classification as critical essential infrastructure.
“These are extremely difficult times for Michigan’s small
businesses and the results of this survey confirm those facts,”
said SBAM CEO Rob Fowler. “SBAM is doing everything
we can to help small businesses get through these times so
they can hopefully return to their place as the backbone of
our economy.”
The Small Business Association of Michigan serves over
28,000 members in all 83 counties of Michigan.

9:13 am. Medical Emergency on Hanna Jane Drive in
Handy Township.
8:12 pm. Medical Emergency on Mason Road in Iosco
Township.
11:26 pm. Medical Emergency on Meadowview in the
Village.
May 4th
4:22 am. Medical Emergency on E. Grand River in the
Village.
11:04 am. Medical Emergency on S. Grand Avenue in the
Village.
4:58 pm. Medical Emergency on N. Grand Avenue in the
Village.
May 5th
9:43 am. Medical Emergency on Meadowlawn Avenue in
Handy Township.
May 6th
12:47 pm. Medical Emergency on N. Ann Street in the
Village.
1:31 pm. Medical Emergency on Cass River Drive in
Handy Township.
6:02 pm. Outdoor Burning Complaint on Roberts Road
in Iosco Township.
9:09 pm. Outdoor Fire Investigation on Gregory Road in
Handy Township.

If You Want An Experienced,
Aggressive & Effective Attorney

NEAL D. NIELSEN
& Associates

• PERSONAL INJURY
• AUTO ACCIDENTS
• TRAFFIC OFFENSES
• SLIP & FALL
• MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
• DOG BITES
• BURN INJURIES
• INJURED CHILDREN

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DIVORCE
FAMILY LAW
PROBATE & WILLS
REAL ESTATE
DISABILITY
SOCIAL SECURITY
CRIMINAL
DRUNK DRIVING

www.livingstonlawoffices.com
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR FOWLERVILLE AREA RESIDENTS
INITIAL VISIT FREE • FREE TELEPHONE ADVICE

810-227-7777 • 517-546-6666
2000 Grand River Annex, Suite 200, Brighton
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Fowlerville High School
announces Top 10 students
in Class of 2020

Fowlerville High School announced the Top 10 seniors
in the Class of 2020. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
the closing of school buildings in Michigan earlier this
spring, these students, along with their fellow classmates,
were unable to finish their high school career with in-person
classes. They’ve also missed out on Senior Honors Night—
when they would have been recongized for their academic
achievements—and other special activities that are part of the
final weeks of school before graduation.
Summer Brooke McLane Svoboda is the class valedictorian,
while Josh Harper is the salutatorian. In order of ranking the
other Top 10 seniors are Lewis Higgins, Nathan Esch, Bryson
Scott, Margaret Allen, Frances Updike, Tori Trites, Lillian
Smith, and Tristen Rhines.
The seniors were asked what future plans they have for next
year, a favorite FHS memory, and a fun fact about themself.

Summer Brooke McLane Svoboda

Future Plans
I plan to attend Michigan State University next year to
major in Marine Biology. I really hope it isn’t all online
because of coronavirus.
Favorite FHS Memory
When we made playoffs and that very first game of
playoffs when we won in overtime. I am really going to miss
high school football.
Fun Fact
I play the piano.

Josh Harper

Future Plans
Attend the University of Michigan to study Data Science/
Philosophy.
Favorite FHS Memory
Beating Williamston in track.
Fun Fact
I won the water balloon toss in third and fourth grade with
Jordan Sibo.

Lewis Higgins

Future Plans
I am going to Eastern Michigan Univerity in pursuit of a
biology degree.
Favorite FHS Memory
My favorite memory is: Trading GPA for cheesecake three
years in a row.
Fun Fact
I’m a huge fan of bees, trees, and peas.

Nathan Esch

Future Plans
Attend Aquinas College and major in Mathematics.
Favorite FHS Memory
2019 Baseball District Championship.
Fun Fact
I burned my arm when I was 2.

NOTICE TO RESDIENTS OF
HANDY TOWNSHIP
HANDY TOWNSHIP
REGULAR BOARD MEETINGS
SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY,
APRIL 20, 2020 AND
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2020
HAVE BEEN RESCHEDULED TO
MONDAY, MAY 11, 2020
At 9:30 a.m.
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic and in compliance with Governor’s Executive Order 2020-15
(COVID 19), the Handy Township Board meeting
for Monday, May 11, 2020 will be a live-streaming
video. Instructions for viewing the meeting will be
available on the day of the meeting posted at the
website and the township hall. There will be a time
during the meeting for public comments by phone
or connection via ZOOM which will be provided at
the website on the day of the meeting as well.
Laura A. Eisele, Handy Township Clerk
(4-19, 4-26, 5-3 & 5-10-20 FNV)

Bryson Scott

Future Plans
I plan on attending Northern Michigan University for a
degree in Biochemistry.
Favorite FHS Memory
My favorite memory is still the Mercury spill.
Fun Fact
I haven’t seen Stranger Things or the Mandalorian even
though everyone in my family has.

Iosco TownshIp noTIce
Pursuant to Governor Whitmer’s order to
reinstate building construction, Land Use Permits
(aka Zoning Compliance Permits) are now being
issued, please refer to www.ioscotwp.com for
instructions as policies have been amended to
ensure your safety.
Anne Allen
Zoning Administrator
(5-10 & 5-17-20 FNV)

Margaret Allen

Future Plans
Attend Central Michigan University and major in Physical
Therapy.
Favorite FHS Memory
Going to off-season Spartan Performance every year.
Fun Fact
I help run my family’s sawmilling business.

Franny Updike

Future Plans
Attend Michigan State University and major in Biological
Science – Interdepartmental.
Favorite FSH Memory
When Haley and I decorated Mr. Jonas’s classroom with
300 pictures of turtles.
Fun Fact
I can blow up a balloon with my nose.

Jane’s Garage

Mechanic Shop & Oil Change (Formerly Randy’s Mechanical Shop)
Oil Changes First Come, First Serve

• Alignments
• A/C & Heating
• Suspension & Steering
• Flushes
• Brakes
• Interior & Ext. Detailing
Call for an Appointment
Website & Full Pricing

janesgaragefowlerville.com
(517) 223-5989 • 75 Fowlerville Rd. • Fowlerville

Tori Trites

Future Plans
My college major will be Art and Design and I will be
attending the University of Michigan (Flint). My career goal
is to be an animator.
Favorite FHS Memory
When a few friends and I surprised Mr. Jonas with new
staplers.
Fun Fact
My best friend and I used to be mistaken for each other.

Lillian Smith

Future Plans
Attend Michigan State University and study for a career
in Nursing.
Favorite FHS Memory
Senior year 2019 football/cheer season football games.
Fun Fact
My fingers are double jointed.

Tristen Rhines

Next year, I will be attending Michigan State University to
major in Biochemistry. Eventually, I will be attending dental
school for orthodontics.
Favorite FHS Memory
Messing around on car rides to DEEP class with my best
friends and our tropical smoothie runs.
Fun fact
All of my sisters and I share the same middle name Nicole.

Fowlerville Class of 2020 Summa Cum
Laude Graduates

The following members of the Fowlerville Class of 2020
will graduate with Summa Cum Laude honors for having
obtained a grade-point-average of 3.9 or above during their
four years in high school.
They are: Summer Brooke McLane Svoboda, Josh Harper,
Lewis Higgins, Nathan Esch, Bryson Scott, Margaret Allen,
Frances Updike, Tori Trites, Lillian Smith, Tristen Rhines,
Jacob Friel, Joseph Palyj, Jacob Toaso, Isaac Jahn, Madison
Reinhold, Maximilian Schwarz, and Elizabeth Showerman.

George Crofoot is celebrating his 90th
birthday on May 10th! He enjoys getting
mail! If you would like to send a card, the
address is:
WellBridge
2200 Door Rd.
Howell, MI 48843
He is the last surviving son of Bud and
Iva Crofoot’s eight sons. George likes to
talk about the old days on the phone.

517-223-9193

Email-harmon@harmonrealestate.net
Web site-harmonrealestate.net

We at Harmon Real Estate are happy to be Open.
We are ready to service all your Real Estate needs.
With the Spring market upon us
please reach out to any of our
experienced Realtors for all your
Listing and Selling questions.

THANK YOU!

Page 6 – Fowlerville News & Views – Sunday May 10, 2020

Fowlerville Alumni Association
The COVID-19 pandemic has forced the cancellation of the
127th Annual Fowlerville High School Alumni Banquet.
The alumni board wishes to recognize those for whom a donation
to the scholarship fund was recently made (as of 5/4/20).
This list will also be included in the 2021 program.
1907
1921
1925
1925
1926
1927
1928
1928
1929
1930
1930
1931
1931
1933
1933
1933
1934
1935
1935
1936
1936
1936
1937
1937
1939
1940
1941
1942
1942
1943
1944
1944
1944

Mary Hart Ruttman
Lyle Munsell
Inez Buckley Hillman
Lawrence Kuehn
Dorothy Eisele Munsell
Marion Kuehn Sober
Katherine Cook Buckley
Merrill Buckley
Celia Ruttman Lounsbury
Stirling Douglass
Ruth Ruttman White
Dorothy Eckhart Douglass
Fern Munsell Schadel
Robert J. Epley
Shirley Buckley Gingrich
Edward Zimmerman
Elizabeth Anderson Preisinger
Janette Howell Steinacker
Janice Howell Zimmerman
Charles Benjamin
George Monroe
Frank Ruttman
Isabelle Munsell Donohue
Dortha Hall Monroe
Richard Buckley
Margaret Witt Epley
Raymond Eisele
Ruth Duncan Backhuus
Laurel Kent Veith
Gilbert Rossetter
Elwood Copeland
Hattie Wegienka Daly
Mel Lewis, Sr.

1945
1945
1946
1948
1952
1952
1955
1956
1956
1956
1956
1958
1959
1960
1961
1961
1964
1965
1965
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1968
1968
1969
1970
1970
1974
1977
1988
1989

Mary R. Spagnuolo Moody
Donald Yerks
Audrey Haas Copeland
Leonard Eisele
George Winegar
Frank Utter
Basil Purchase
Richard Davis
Patricia Papworth Swick
Arnold Wise
Members of Class
Ann Zimmerman McCaslin
Paul Vaupel
Jackie Douglass MacKay
Raymond Benjamin
Clyde Roy
John P. Douglass
Richard S. Donohue
Charles Lepard
Dawn Strauss Hodgins
Joanne Preisinger Prater
Benson Purchase
Beverly A. Purchase Metzger
Deceased Members of Class*
Joseph K. Cox
Raymond Seeley
Kathy Seeley
Rebecca Ruttman Browning
Alfred G. Munsell
Rachel Reyhl Mather
George Eisele
Melissa Douglass
Troy M. Recker

2007 Daniel Krebs
Class of ‘73 Alumni Cruise
Honorary
Charlie Furtaw - Faculty
Riby Holmes - Faculty
Cecil Lepard - School Board
Mary Lepard - Faculty
Florence Purchase - Staff
Russell Purchase - Staff
Douglas Wilcox - Faculty
*1966 Deceased Members of Class
Susan M. Buell Dietz
Richard (Ric) Dey
David R. Esch
Linda M. Forester Pritchard
Patricia A. Frazier Wroblewski
Linda L. Lasch Goodkrecht
Joanne Preisinger Prater
Benson B. Purchase
Beverly A. Purchase Metzger
Jane A. Reilly
Susan E. Robb Celadilla
Marjorie Jean Scott Denley
Vicki S. Sessions Pettis
Dawn M. Strauss Hodgins
Sheila K. Turner Skutt
DeEtte E. Tobin Wollett
John G. Todoscuik
Alice L. Witt
William (Bill) T. Wollett

Donations received after 5/1/20 will be listed in the 2021 program.
Donations to scholarship fund, in any amount, are accepted year around.
Please send donations to P.O. Box 446, Fowlerville, MI 48836.
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Michigan’s COVID-19 reported cases
now over 45,000, with 4,250 deaths

Caleb
Jenkins
Column
Strategic Multitasking

COVID has, not surprisingly, dominated the news recently.
So much so that there have been several important news stories
that have been barely covered, let alone widely read. I found
one of these a couple weeks ago in The New York Times entitled
“U.S. Warships Enter Disputed Waters of South China Sea as
Tensions With China Escalate,” by Hannah Beech. For those
even mildly familiar with geopolitics in that region of the
world, you know the U.S. and China have for years conducted
a military-diplomatic dance in the South China Sea to manage
control and freedom of navigation. While the exchanges and
activities of both sides have become almost routine, it is still not
uncommon for headlines to generate sensationalism by using
terms such as “escalate.” But this one caught my eye this time.
Since the outbreak first gained speed here in the U.S.,
America’s global strategic competitors have been criticizing
our military readiness. The unfortunate scenario that played out
on the USS Theodore Roosevelt is a prominent example that
provided our potential adversaries with a plethora of propaganda
opportunities. While operating in the USINDOPACOM region,
service members aboard the Roosevelt began contracting
COVID, and it quickly spread through the ranks until over 1,100
cases were reported as of the beginning of May. Iran, along
with others, have been using this to suggest the U.S. military
is not prepared to maintain readiness worldwide while facing
the challenges of COVID. This presents a danger since our
adversaries may determine we are too distracted with COVID
to respond to their destabilizing agendas, thus giving them a
green light to challenge our readiness and resolve.
That trend is why my attention was caught by The New York
Times article. In it, the author highlights that “Beijing has not
reduced its activities in the South China Sea.” Rather, despite
being the original epicenter of the outbreak, China’s “years long
pattern of assertiveness has only intensified” (emphasis mine).
The article further quotes Alexander Vuving from the Honolulubased Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies
as saying, “It seems that even as China was fighting a disease
outbreak, it was also thinking in terms of its long-term strategic
goals” (emphasis mine). In other words, China confronted the
virus while also taking steps to not become distracted from other
priorities. They have been practicing strategic multitasking.
Thankfully, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) has
repeatedly emphasized that it remains ready to defend America
and meet global challenges. Deputy Defense Secretary David L.
Norquist said in a recent DoD press release, “If our adversaries
think this is our moment of weakness, they are dangerously
wrong.” We must ensure this remains true by not forgetting
our other responsibilities throughout the crisis. As individuals
and as a nation, it would also behoove us to adopt an attitude
of strategic multitasking. Combatting COVID demands a
great deal of attention, but defeating the virus is not the only
challenge before us. We must not oversimplify the problem
or ignore the deeper complications surrounding this outbreak.
Let’s be responsible on all fronts and continue moving forward
together.

The number of Michigan’s residents who have been
diagnosed with COVID-19 is now over 45,000, with 4,250
deaths attributed to the virus. Those were the figures given
this past Thursday (prior to the newspaper deadline).
A week ago, the state had just topped the 40,000 mark and
the death total was 3,670.
While those are increases in the disease, the rate-of-infection
has slowed enough that Gov. Gretchen Whitmer changed her
executive order to allow additional businesses to open, albeit
with social-distancing guidelines in place.
In Livingston County, there are now 366 reported cases
since the start of the pandemic, with 20 deaths. Seven days
earlier, reported cases totaled 335 and there had been 18
deaths.
In Ingham County, the number of reported cases is 539 and
the death total stands at 14. A week earlier the numbers were
446 cases and 7 deaths.
Nationwide, total cases were at over 1.263 million, with
the number of deaths being 74,810. Those who have recoverd
from the disease now total 213,109 people.
It was a week before that the total number of cases in the
nation went past the one million mark, with 61,849 deaths. At
that time, there were 147,480 recoveries.
Worldwide, there have been over 3.843 million reported
cases, 265,665 deaths, and 1,314,586 people who have
recovered.

Fowlerville Alumni, others enjoy
Caribbean sea cruise—Epilogue

By John ‘Skipper’ Kane
Besides the great fun in planning and partaking in the
very first Fowlerville High Alumni sea cruise adventure,
another tangible benefit was the money raised for the Alumni
Scholarship Fund.
A percentage of the passenger ticket cost was rebated
from the iCruise Travel Agency by traveling as a group. A
presentation of this donation had been planned for the Alumni
Banquet. However, the annual gathering had to be cancelled
due to Covid 19 quarantine.
The Alumni Association is still accepting donations for
the scholarship fund year around, so please send a check to
Fowlerville Alumni Association, PO Box 446, Fowlerville
Mi 48836.
If you enjoyed the articles during the past few weeks about
the Alumni Sea Cruise and might want to go with this group of
adventuring merrymakers on a trip in the future, please send
me your email to be kept informed of any plans for future
trips. Your suggestions for trip ideas are also appreciated.
So far there has been talk of an all-inclusive resort, another
(different) sea cruise, even a trip by Amtrak train. Possible
destinations of Toronto, Washinton D.C. and the Grand
Canyon, even Alaska have been offered! Please put alumni
trip in the subject line. My email is kanehomes@hotmail.
com.
Hope to see you all at the 2021 Alumni Banquet, but till
then STAY SAFE and STAY WELL.

Brady Kennels
3650 Hogback Road • Fowlerville

517.223.3939

OPENING FRIDAY,
MAY 15TH

Curbside Service for Dropping
Off & Picking Up Your Pet
Pickup and drop-off hours:
• 9am to noon and 4-7pm Mon. - Fri.
• 9am - noon Saturday • 6-8pm Sunday
• Closed major holidays

PUBLIC NOTICE
HANDY TOWNSHIP
Due to the Governors Executive Order 20209, re: COVID 19. Handy Township has decided
to close its offices to the public through May 15,
2020 or until further notice. We will still be available on Mon., Wed., & Thurs., from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. by phone, fax or email. We will be monitoring our drop box on a regular basis. If you
require some sort of business in the building
please call 517-223-3228 prior and we will take
each request on a case by case basis.
Please stay home, stay safe and stay healthy.
Handy Township Board
Laura A. Eisele, Handy Township Clerk
(5-3 & 5-10-20 FNV)

• Driveway Specialist- New & Existing Gravel Driveways New Builds & Repairs
• Perc Test and Backhoe Work
• Dozing Work, Land Clearing, Clean-Up & Demolition
• New Homes- Topsoil, Seeding, Landscaping & Grading
• Pole Barn- Site Work & Concrete
• Trucking- Sand, Gravel & Topsoil- Delivered Daily

References & Insured
Professional On Time Quality Work
murphyfarmsllc.net • Call Mike at 517-206-7377
Call for FREE Estimates.
Set up an appointment to visit our new office facility.

Gormley & Johnson law offices, Plc
local attorneys

John L. GormLey, eSQ

and

counselors

at

law

ChriStopher S. JohnSon, eSQ

Divorce / Family Law • Estate Planning
• Bankruptcy • Criminal Defense • Personal Injury • Real Estate
• Municipal Law • Probate • Corporate • Business • Zoning • Land Use
101 E. GRAND RIVER AVE., FOWLERVILLE
FREE Initial
Consultation

Gormleylawoffices.com

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for
bankruptcy under the bankruptcy code.

517-223-3758

NEW HOURS:
Sunday thru Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-6pm
SPECIAL HOURS FOR 60+ OR HIGH RISK CUSTOMERS:
Monday and Friday 9am-10am
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211 N. Grand, Fowlerville

Guaranteed Installation
by Local Certified Installers

517-223-7593

1 block north of Grand River
Across from the fire station

517-223-9231

Mon.–Fri. 7am–5pm

Collision • Mechanical • Auto Glass • Storage

COLLISION

We are open for

business and back
to normal!
Now oN sale thru May 31, 2020!
take 10% off Materials aNd labor.

Body Work • Collision
Baked-On Factory Finish
Frame Work • State Certified

STORAGE
24 Hour
Video Surveillance
Well Lit Area
Gated Property
24/7 Access

Don’t let the construction signs scare
you! You can still enter from Grand
River and use our parking lot!
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00-5:30
Tues til 7:00, Sat 10:00-3:00

FREE
LOANERS

AUTO GLASS
Auto Glass
Stone Chip Repair
Truck Accessories

MECHANICAL
General Automotive Repair
Brakes • Tires
Suspension & Alignments
Electrical
New Car Maintenance
ASE Certified Technicians

Customized Financing
Available!

www.CARPETDEPOTFLOORINGMI.com

9177 W. Grand River, Fowlerville • www.nelsonsinc.com

Sports & Apparel donate face mask profits
to local charity
Randy & Kellie Cook, owners of Sports & Apparel, use face masks on a regular basis in their business,
mainly when they or their workers do silkscreening.
The Fowlerville firm, located on Power Street, just
west of North Grand Avenue, does a large volume of
custom apparel for sports teams, schools, and businesses, including lettering and logos.
“When the COVID-19 pandemic began, there was
a sudden shortage of face masks,” said Randy. “WalMart ran out of them, and we couldn’t get our hands
on them.
“We noticed that some of our vendors had begun
making face masks in response to the demand,” he
said. “This particular vendor was also stocking them,
so we decided to order a hundred of them to offer to
people in the community who might be in the same
boat that we were.”
Cook added that they ordered 50 with an American-flag design and 50 with a tie-dye look.
Like many other businesses, Sports & Apparel
has suffered lost sales due to the situation, including
being closed for the past few weeks. However, the
firm was particularly hard hit when the spring sports
season for schools was cancelled—a main income
source this time of year.
Despite that fact, the Cooks did not wish to profit
off the shortage of this personal protective item.
So, in an article published in last week’s Fowlerville News & Views, they advertised that the face
masks were available for purchase, stating that “ALL
PROFITS from the sale of these masks will be donated to the FAMILY IMPACT CENTERS OF FOWLERVILLE.
The gesture hit a chord with many local residents
and, as of this past Wedneday, the profits total over
$300.

“We didn’t feel like we
needed to make money on
them, given the reason for the
shortage, so we looked for
a local charity that we could
help out—one that serves this
community,” Randy said.
“The Family Impact Centers,
with their food pantry, was
the first thing that popped in
our heads.”
While Sports & Apparel
has a retail area with various
sports attire and accessories
and recently began offering Carhart work clothing, Randy pointed out that around 75 percent of the sales is
fulfilling special orders for schools, rec teams, and
businesses.
“The cancellation of the springs sports season and
the uncertainty of summer sports has hurt us since
we haven’t gotten those usual orders,” he noted. “But
we were luckier than many businesses, because we
had some fairly substantial orders in place before this
happened. We had to lay off the staff when we were
closed, but Kellie and I came in and slowly processed
the orders.”
One of them was providing custom-lettered work
shirts for a company that services gas station pumps
and similar equipment.
Sports & Apparel was planning to bring back their
staff and re-open this Monday. “Our employees will
be wearing face masks and observing the social-distancing guidelines,” Randy pointed out. “We also are
offering curbside delivery for anyone who wants to
place an order and pick them up at the store. We’ll
take the merchandise out to their vehicle.”

Kellie and Randy Cook show off the two
choices for face masks that are available at
Sports & Apparel—a tie dye pattern and an
American flag design. Profits from the sale will
go to the Family Impact Center of Fowlerville.
On a final note: Cook said that the tie-dye face mask
has proved to be the most popular choice for local
buyers, although, he added, “We’ve sold a lot of the
American flag masks. But we’re at the point where
we might order more of the tie-dyes.”
Orders can be placed by calling Sports & Apparel
at 517-223-1157 or online at: www.sportsnapparel.
com
Caughtcha Doing Something Great is a
feature that appears courtesy of the June and
Edward Kellogg Family Dental Foundation. The
goal of this feature is to recognize good deeds,
positive behavior and accomplishments that
make our community a better place to live.
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Pastor
Tom
Tarpley
The Consequence of Disobedience

“If you do that again I will punish you,” a mother warns.
The child laughs and repeats the offense. True to her word,
the mother punishes the child. Only by following through
with her warning will the mother help the child learn that
discipline is a consequence of disobedience.
That is what God was teaching the people of Judah during
Ezekiel’s time. In 605 B.C., about 12 years before Ezekiel’s
ministry began, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon made
Judah a vassal state, taking a number of choice people back to
Babylon, including Daniel. The people of Judah assumed that
Jerusalem could never be destroyed, but when King Jehoiakim
of Judah rebelled a few years later, Nebuchadnezzar returned
and sacked the city. He took several Judeans, including the
young priest Ezekiel, back to Babylon.
Both those deported and those left behind continued
to dream of Nebuchadnezzar’s defeat and the return of the
deportees to Judah. They steadfastly refused to believe that
Jerusalem would ever be destroyed.
In Jerusalem, the prophet Jeremiah warned of coming
destruction. To those deported, Ezekiel gave the same
warning. Both urged the people to repent and get right with
God. Both promised destruction if the people continued to
turn their backs on God. The people refused to listen to either
prophet. It was as though they believed there would be no
consequences for their evil actions.
But evil does have consequences. Refusing to obey God
has consequences. Refusing to listen to God’s prophets has
consequences. Too late, the people of Judah learned the
severe consequences when Jerusalem fell and was utterly
destroyed.
As you read through the book of Ezekiel, think of
consequences—the inevitable consequences of good or evil.
In the day in which we live, too often people fail to recognize
that actions have consequences.
The people of Judah had become so desensitized to sin
and to the discipline of God that only total destruction of
everything dear to them would get their attention. Pray that
this will not be the case in your personal life or in the life of
our nation. Begin now to re-sensitize all areas of your life to
God and to root out sin where it has gained a foothold. Then
read the last chapters of Ezekiel (33-48) and look forward
to the marvelous time when God will ultimately restore His
people, when we will be made pure and holy, and when
worship will become perfect fellowship with Him” (Page
689-90 Touch Point Bible).
As I read through the Bible, I find it amazing how closely
we are following in the footsteps of the people of Israel who,
after being blessed by God time after time, continued to turn
away from Him and serve other gods.
What really puzzles me is how can people who call
themselves followers of Jesus Christ and wear the name
of Christian, continue to live as if God does not exist. We
have documented proof that the Bible is authentic and what
is written in it is true. So, why are we not following what
it teaches? Have we become so desensitized to sin that we
are unable to see that we are traveling down the road to
destruction?
God said that he would make Jerusalem a public example
to the surrounding nations—an example of what not to be
like. Could that be happening to us today? Could God be
using this virus to get our attention and wake us up before it’s
too late to turn back?
Every day I hear people grumbling and complaining about
what is happening. People complain about the quarantine
and having to stay in their homes. They complain about the
President and the Governor. Everyone seems to feel that they
could do a better job at running the country or the state, than
those who were elected to do so.
One of the easiest things to do is to criticize. As Americans,
we have become experts at criticizing others.
I would love to see what some of our most vocal criticizers
would do if they found themselves in the positions of being
leaders of a country or a state. Most of these “experts at
spotting other people’s defects” can’t even make things run
smoothly in their own homes.
God has given us the freedom to choose up sides, and we
have chosen the wrong team to serve on. I don’t know what
is happening today and I dare say that there are only a few,
if any who do know what is happening. What I do know and

what I have learned from spending time in the Bible is that
the kind of chaotic confusion and devastation taking place
today doesn’t fall on a nation that is obediently following
Jesus. And this kind of calamity never comes without the
people first being warned.
Although I am not responsible for the actions of others,
because I am a Christian I have the responsibility to warn
others about the consequences of their sinful actions
whenever I come upon someone who is living outside of the
parameters of God’s plan of salvation.
What I am finding today is that even good people have
become addicted to bad things. When I say bad things, I am
referring to the things that Jesus told us to avoid. The same
three things that the devil tried to use to get Jesus to abandon
His earthly mission. I’m talking about lusting after worldly
treasure and pleasure, selfish pride, and the desire for power
and status. The desire and unrelenting pursuit after these
things creates the majority of the world’s problems.
Just like the child in the beginning story, we need to
help people learn that there are consequences for actions of

disobedience. Because God has given us His word, just as He
gave it to Ezekiel and other prophets, it is our responsibility
to warn the person living in sin that there will be severe
consequences if they don’t repent and turn back to God. If
we truly care about others, we will tell them the truth that
we know. And that truth is, living in disobedience to God’s
Will is a sure way to experience God’s discipline. Turn back
to God now!

Thank you to all who have supported us in the past and who will continue
to do so in the future. We wouldn’t be who we are if it wasn’t for you.

~ Serving most of Livingston County since 1986 ~
Residential – Commercial
9900 W. Grand River, P. O. Box 950
Clean Up Containers
Fowlerville, MI 48836
www.alchinsdisposal.com
Ph 517-223-7119

* General Dentistry * Tooth Colored Fillings * Dentures
* Bonding * Partials * Crowns & Bridges * Cleanings
* Extractions * Root Canals * Sealants * Nightguards
* Mouthguards * Teeth Whitening * Implant Restoration
* Periodontal (Gum Disease) Treatment * TMJ/TMD Treatment

Dr. Christopher Stines, D.D.S

Delta Dental, Healthy Kids, ADN, Connection, Dentamax,
Guardian, Cigna, Aetna, AlwaysCare participation,
&
Accepted

Accepting New Patients
Emergency Patients Welcome

Office Hours:
Tuesday 9:00 - 5:00, Wednesday 9:00 - 5:30
Thursday 9:00 - 5:30, Friday 10:00 - 5:00

717 S. Grand Ave, P.O. Box 158, Fowlerville, MI 48836

517-223-9753

www.independencedentalmi.com
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“In urnace in
first ftober of
Oc 7!”
197

Affordable Pricing ALL the Time!
Victory Mechanical is a family
based operation. Run by Father,
Son and Grandson, along with
some help from knowledgeable,
honest, dedicated employees.

n
n
n
n
n
n

(517) 223-0203
FEEL FREE TO CALL!

“NO Games,

NO Gimmicks”

n

Service
Furnaces
Air Conditioners
Water Heaters
New Construction
Replacement
Light Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Fowlerville & Beyond

www.victorymechanical.com
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State House candidate to host virtual
townhall this Monday, May 11

Meghan Reckling, a 47th State House candidate, will be
hosting a virtual townhall on Monday, May 11, from 6:00 –
8:00 p.m. It will be focusing on and summarizing the various
state and federal lawsuits filed against Governor Whitmer
related to COVID-19. This online, live-stream event will
feature attorney Mitchell Zajac. Mr. Zajac is an attorney with
the law firm Butzel Long. Questions and answers will be
taken throughout the event.
“I’ve been getting a lot of questions regarding the several
state and federal lawsuits filed against Governor Whitmer
over her actions since issuing her first executive order.
People are concerned that she is taking away their civil and
constitutional rights” Reckling said. “Folks in the district are
telling me she’s gone way too far” Reckling said.

“The Governor’s response to the COVID-19 crisis is
raising a lot of questions. Our goal for the town hall is to
help shed light on the difference between the lawsuits and
answer questions about how their outcomes may impact
our Livingston County friends, neighbors, and businesses.”
Mitchel Zajac added.
Advanced registration is required for this virtual town
hall and reservations can be made by going to www.
MeghanReckling.com and clicking on the events link or by
going to Eventbrite at https://bit.ly/3b6QaVx.

Check us out
on our website!
The Fowlerville News & Views
is on the web!

www.Fowlervillenewsandviews.com
An E-Edition of the current weekly
issue is posted on the site.
@ Fowlerville News Online

Kids' World News page is sponsored by:
ATTENTION PARENTS:

If you do not name a guardian to raise your child and
the unlikely happens, would you want a total
stranger to decide who will raise your child?
Before it is too late, please call:

Gormley and Johnson Law Offices, PLC
today for a free initial consultation regarding

Wills / Trusts / Estate Planning.

1-888-288-5LAW

Gormleylawoffices.com
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Surveys show rural schools
hit hard by teenager suicides

By Katrianna Ray
Capital News Service
Suicide is now the second-leading cause of death for 15-24
year olds in Michigan, and the rates are nearly double in rural
communities, according to state and federal surveys.
That’s above the national average and has risen in recent years.
The state Department of Health and Human Services
and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
conducted the surveys.
One in six children in the United States between 6 and
17 has a treatable mental health disorder like depression
or anxiety, according to the National Survey of Children’s
Health.
Treatment is slowly becoming more readily available,
but can be hard to obtain in rural areas, according to Corbin
Standley, a psychology Ph.D. student at Michigan State
University. He chairs the Michigan chapter of the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention.
“A large portion of the state is very rural, and research
shows that more rural counties have higher suicide rates,”
Standley said. “This is due in part to less access to mental
health services and mental health care.”
“It also has to do with higher rates of firearm ownership.
Research suggests that communities with more gun retailers
and more firearm ownerships can be correlated with suicide
rates,” he said.
High schools play an integral part in educating students
and parents about mental health, according to U.S. News and
World Report findings. Counselors can help students find the
mental health care that they need.
That includes programs such as crisis training in Baldwin
Community Schools in Lake County and the “More Than
Sad” program in Howell Public Schools in Livingston
County.
Reduced funding makes such programs and resources
harder for schools to obtain, according to David Crim of the
Michigan Education Association, the state’s largest union of
teachers and other school personnel.
“We’ve seen a massive cutback in the number of
counselors, school social workers and school psychologists,”
Crim said. “When budget cuts come, they try to keep from
cutting teachers.”
Michigan has an average student-to-counselor ratio of
725 to 1, according to the American School Counselor
Association. The association recommends a 250 to 1 ratio.
Crim said, “If I had to put a finger on it, budget cuts have
exasperated the problem.”
Mental health services are stretched thin, and the effects are
starting to show. In the 2018-19 school year, three students
from Kingsley Area Schools near Traverse City committed
suicide, as did three students in Cedar Springs Public Schools
north of Grand Rapids.
Many rural high schools have received grants to expand
their mental health programs, and many schools received
extra funding under last year’s state budget.
Some of the largest grants went to Grand Rapids Public Schools
($866,213) and Benton Harbor Area Schools ($928,725).
“When the schools get some money back, which they did
under Gov. (Gretchen) Whitmer’s budget, one of the first
things they did was rehire counselors and social workers that

BIGOS

EQUIPMENT
RENTAL
Skytrak
Mini Excavator

with grapple - all size buckets

Track Skid Steer
Rubber Tire Skid Steer

Post hole auger, grapple bucket &
trencher attachments available.

50 ft. Man Lift 4x4 Self Propelled
50 ft. Man Lift
Pull Behind Trailer Style

Concrete Buggy
Pick Up or Delivery

All equipment is in excellent condition.

Daily or Weekly Rental

Fowlerville, MI

517-223-5000
Visit us at

www.bigosprecast.com

have been eliminated in past budget cuts,” Crim said.
“Professionals will point to possible causes — we point to
the possible solutions and make permanent change,” he said.
According to Standley, students and parents can also be a
part of the solution. “If you see someone who is struggling,
just reach out and have a conversation with them.”
Suicide remains a taboo discussion subject in some schools,
despite the increased number of teen deaths, he said.
“It’s important to reach out in a non-judgmental, private
way and have an honest conversation. Listen to them, ask
how you can help and just listen to their story,” he said.
“That’s the biggest thing we can do to erase the stigma and
help prevent suicide.”

Asparagus – This exotic
vegetable a tasty delight

A spring vegetable, asparagus is eagerly awaited by many
because it is difficult to find during cold weather months.
This exotic vegetable, a member of the lily family, along
with onion, leeks, and garlic, got its name from the Greek
word meaning “stalk” or “shoot”.
The cultivation of asparagus is recorded to have begun
before 600 B.C., but the plant was known and used for many
years previous to this. Although its origins are obscure, it
appears to be native to the Russian steppes.
There are many varieties of asparagus. However, they are
generally lumped into two broad categories, white and green.
White asparagus is mild in flavor, tender and grown chiefly
for canning. Most green asparagus is sold fresh and has a
stronger flavor.
The asparagus we eat is the immature sprout or spear. If
allowed to mature, the plant produces a fern-like leaf which is
not edible, and the stalk becomes woody and tough.
A cup of cooked asparagus provides two thirds of the
recommended daily allowance of Vitamin C, one third of the
Vitamin A and about 1/10 of the iron for an adult. It is very
low in sodium, has no fat, and contains just 35 calories per
cup.
Choose carefully when buying asparagus. Look for bright
green stalks with tightly closed, compact tips. Stalks should
be straight, firm and about six to eight inches in length.
Also look for uniform size, so that all stalks will cook in the
same amount of time. Contrary to popular belief, there is no
difference in tenderness between slender and thick stalks.
Asparagus presents a problem in cooking, since the tender
tips will cook much sooner than the stem bottoms. Chefs
recommend cooking the spears uprights in a pan, with water
reaching slightly more than halfway up the spears, so that the
submerged bottoms are boiled and the tips merely steamed.

before cutting. 6 servings.

***
BAKED RHUBARB
• 1 quart rhubarb
• 1 cup sugar
Cut up rhubarb, add sugar, mix well. Put in oven dish and
cover until starting to heat well. Uncover, bake until tender.
They say this is much tastier than the stove-top method.
***
RHUBARB COFFEE CAKE
• ½ cup Crisco
• 1-1/2 cups brown sugar
• 1 egg
• 1 cup sour milk or buttermilk (can add 1 teaspoon vinegar
to regular milk to sour it)
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
• 1 teaspoon baking soda
• 2 cups flour
• 2 cups cut up rhubarb
TOPPING…
• ½ cup brown sugar
• 1 teaspoon cinnamon
Cream Crisco, brown sugar and egg. Add milk, flour, baking
soda and vanilla. Mix as for cake, adding rhubarb last. Pour
in a 9x13 inch pan.
Sprinkle topping on just before baking. Bake at 350 degrees
for 35-40 minutes.

Recipes for Spring

By Dawn Horton
This week, we’ve added another couple of spring in
Michigan favorite recipes. Made with asparagus, along with a
couple more rhubarb dishes.
Nothing better in the spring but fresh Michigan asparagus
and rhubarb – enjoy!
***
CREAM OF ASPARAGUS SOUP
• 1/3 cup all-purpose flour
• 1/3 cup butter or margarine
• 1 cup cooked asparagus cut into one-inch pieces, well
drained
• 1 cup asparagus puree, made from ends
• 1 quart milk
• 1 teaspoon salt
• ½ teaspoon white pepper
• 1 cup grated cheddar cheese
Melt butter, remove from heat. Blend in flour and gradually
add milk, stirring until well blended. Stir while cooking
over low heat until thick and smooth. Add asparagus puree,
asparagus, and seasonings. Mix well. Before serving, add
cheese. Stir until cheese is melted and well blended.
***
ASPARAGUS QUICHE
• 1-1/2 lbs fresh asparagus
• 9 inch unbaked pie shell
• 8 slices of bacon
• 8 ounces shredded natural Swiss cheese
• 4 eggs
• 1-1/2 cups half & half
• 1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
• 1/8 teaspoon salt
• Dash of pepper
Remove base of asparagus – peel and save for finger foods.
Bias slice asparagus into one inch pieces. Cook in small
amount of boiling salted water until just tender. Drain.
Bake pie shell at 400 degrees for 10 minutes, remove from
oven. Reduce oven to 375 degrees. Fry bacon crisp; drain and
crumble. Sprinkle pie shell with asparagus, bacon and cheese.
Beat eggs, half & half, nutmeg, salt, and pepper until
combined. Pour over ingredients in pie shell.
Bake at 375 degrees for 40 minutes. Let stand 10 minutes

We’re Still Open and Serving
the Community During
the COVID-19 Pandemic
“Over 15 Years Serving The Local Community”

“Dr. Tim” Tersigni
DEEP LASER THERAPY NOW OFFERED
We Offer Many Types Of Adjustments Including
IMPULSE INSTRUMENT ADJUSTMENT
The no “popping, no cracking” adjustment.

• Accepting new patients
• Walk-Ins welcome
• Pediatric adjustments
• Sports injuries

• Nutritional support &
testing
• Massage therapy
• Deep-Tissue laser therapy

(517) 223-9276

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Hours: Mon 9-6:30, Tues 9-1:30, Wed 9-6:00,
Thur 9-6:00, Fri 9-5:00, Sat 9-12:00
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Flowering Plant Sale to benefit Farmers
Market: Orders due Tuesday, May 12

It’s not too late to purchase some beautiful flowering
plants that will be perfect for your yard and garden this
year. This sale supports the Eastern Ingham Farmers Market
in Williamston to purchase equipment and supplies. With
COVID-19, more equipment and protective gear needs to be
in place to operate this year’s Market.
The plants (Weigela, hydrangea, rose-of-Sharon, Ringo
rosa, Shasta daisy, dianthus, dwarf lilac) were carefully
chosen because of their popularity, their show of color, and
because they are perfect for our growing zone. They will
make a super gift. They are Michigan-grown by the Four Star
Nursery & Dusty Acres in Fowlerville.
Order online by May 12 with delivery at the Market
on May 24th: www.EasternInghamFarmersMarket.org and
click on «order online» where you will see illustrations of,
and details about, each plant.
This fundraiser will also have these beautiful plants for
sale at all the May Farmers Markets (Sunday, May 17, 24,
31) but the cost of purchasing plants at the Market will likely
be higher, so pre-Market purchases are encouraged.
Each order will be confirmed by email, providing details
of the pickup. Thank you for supporting the Eastern Ingham
Farmers Market in Williamston!

Webberville Report

Senior Spotlight—MaKayla Smith

Webberville High
School Yearbooks
are now on sale!
They can be
purchased at:
yearbookforever.com

HARTMAN SEPTIC, LLC
RESIDENTIAL CLEANING

Serving Livingston County &
Surrounding Areas

Flexible Schedule or at Customer’s Convenience

Multiple Rate Job Discount

License #47-27

517-294-8433

Gary Hartman
Owner/Operator

By Allison Bliesner
Whether she’s studying for her college classes at Lansing
Community College (LCC) or competing in a varsity sport
or FFA activity, Webberville’s MaKayla Smith is determined
and motivated.
Smith divides her time among many activities and still
manages to give 100% in everything.
   “I would describe MaKayla as a nice, strong, powerful,
independent leader, and I look up to her and the way she does
things,” said sophomore Logan Chrisinske.
  Smith is the daughter of Michelle and Chris Smith and has a
younger brother Lucas Smith who is in the eighth grade. Her
family has always supported her over the years in athletics,
FFA, and 4-H, and much more.
   “My family has helped me through everything,” said
MaKayla. “They have always pushed me to be my best self
and try my absolute hardest.”
Smith was very competitive in volleyball and played for
Webberville as well as travel teams.
“I was on the Southern Lakes Parks & Recreation (SLPR)
Local and Regional Volleyball teams,” she said. “I gained a
lot of knowledge on how to be a better player and a better
teammate in my time on those teams, which benefited me
greatly when playing for Webberville.”
In addition, Smith was a strong competitor in  cross
country and track where she focused on running sprints and
jumping hurdles.

Eastern Ingham Farmers Market
to open as scheduled on Sunday, May 17

“Our family serving your family”
• Water Softeners, Service & Installation
• Water Heaters (Standard & Tankless)
• Well Tanks • Sump Pumps
• New Construction • Remodeling

Senior Discounts
Ed FairFiEld
MastEr PluMbEr

517-521-3221 Cell 517-404-4150
licEnsEd & insurEd

Market Manager Tom Cary and the Board of Directors
of Sowing Growth, the non-profit operating the Eastern
Ingham Farmers Market in Williamston, are busy preparing
for the May 17th Opening Day of the Farmers Market in the
McCormick Park parking lot in Williamston. The Market will
be open from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
The Market is directing any vendor or volunteer and asking
customers to:
-- stay home if they feel ill
--wear masks
--avoid touching their faces and vendor products, and
--wash their hands regularly. There will be at least two
hand washing stations available at the Market for visitors and
vendors.
--take advantage of the Market’s new pre-order/pre-pay/
pickup system with details on the Market website (www.
EasternInghamFarmersMarket.org)
--be efficient when purchasing directly from vendors
using a prepared shopping list.
Market Manager Tom Cary noted that “We will be open
to provide fresh, healthy food, but the Market will look and
feel different due to COVID-19 operational changes for the
foreseeable future, including modifying the Market’s layout
to accommodate social distancing of pedestrian traffic. We
will also have a preorder/prepay/pickup booth for customers
who took advantage of that option by ordering the week
before each Market.”
The Market will have one-way pedestrian traffic with 6-foot
markings on the pavement along with signs to remind patrons
to observe this distance, similar to what grocery stores are
doing. Vendors will be assigned to every other space to assure
at least 6 feet of space between vendor stalls.  Prepared food
will be pre-packaged and available as take-out only.

“I have always enjoyed running for the freedom it gives
me and the sense of accomplishment I get whenever I reach
either new time or distance goals,” said Smith.
Smith is on the Webberville Record Board in the 4th
position for running 3.1 miles at 22:37 which she set in 2018.
The previous best time had been 22:50.
   “The thing I will miss most about MaKayla is her example
of work ethic and the desire she has to always be the best she
can be,” said Track and Cross Country coach Greg Glover
   Aside from sports, Smith participated in FFA, 4-H, LCC’s
The Early College, and National Honors Society (NHS).
“FFA and 4-H have given me a great deal of things that I
am very grateful for,” she noted. “Among those is the ability
to meet new people, the ability to teach young people, and the
ability to feel comfortable in a leadership role and in standing
apart from the crowd. Both 4-H and FFA have served to help
me strengthen my own individuality and helped to teach me
how to inspire individuality in those around me, and for that
I will always be grateful.”
Smith has maintained good grades throughout high school,
as well as achieving a 4.0 in her Lansing Community College
courses.  After her third year in The Early College, she will
have earned 60 college credits.  Next year will be her last one
in the program.
“My plans for the future are constantly changing,  as I
figure out what I like to do,”  said Smith.  “Currently, I am
hoping to become an astrophysicist. but that is subject to
change as I get further along and take more classes. My main
goal is to have a career that I enjoy so I am sticking to that as
I learn new things and figuring out what I like.”
In fact, she was accepted into Stanford’s summer program
to study astrophysics. The program has since been moved
online.   
“I am no longer participating in the program and am instead
going to try and find a physics facility nearby that may let
me intern for them when places start opening back up,” said
Smith.
   The thing Smith will miss most about Webberville High
School is the tight-knit community and all the support that
the community has towards one another.
“The best thing about Webberville is the way that everyone
is welcomed and accepted,”  said Smith.  “No matter what
kind of person you are, there is someone in Webberville who
would love to be your friend.  I think that is very important.”
Smith has these words of guidance for others.
    “The advice I have for you all is to take every opportunity for
advancement that comes your way, said Smith.” For anybody
feeling alone, find a group of people who will support you
and your decisions no matter what and don’t be afraid to let
friends go who are no good for you anymore. People all grow
differently and its okay to grow apart.”
The Market will continue to participate in food assistance
programs.
Contact Market Manager Tom Cary at 517-525-5293
or email him at EasternInghamFM@gmail.com with any
questions about the Market, the food assistance programs,
becoming a vendor, or becoming a volunteer.  Given the
enhanced safety precautions at the Market this season,
volunteers are a particular need.
Updates and additional information on the May 17, 2020
Opening Day of the Eastern Ingham Farmers Market will
be posted on the Market’s Facebook page and its website
at easterninghamfarmersmarket.org, and in its weekly
newsletter.  
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—Area Deaths—

Eleanor Margaret (Krebs) Messner

William J. David

William J. David, age 86, passed away peacefully on
April 24, 2020 at his home in Fowlerville, MI. He was
born on January 14, 1934 in Bad Axe, MI to Ford and Lillie
(Lenaway) David. William “Bill” David had been a member
of the Fowlerville community since 1968 when he purchased
a farm and moved his family from Warren, MI.
He spent his youth in Royal Oak, graduating from Royal
Oak High School in 1952. He married Lillie Ann Hilzinger,
also of Royal Oak, in April 1953. Bill started his successful
career as a sheet metal engineer and eventually fulfilled his
lifetime dream of farming full time. He was affectionately
referred to as “Farmer Bill” and delighted when young
children mistook him for Santa Claus.
He was a member of the Detroit Curling Club, built
numerous projects of his own design, performed in a Barber
Shop Quartet, never lacked for a dance partner and truly
never met a stranger. Bill loved his family and farm, and his
favorite hobbies included camping, hunting, and fishing. He
especially enjoyed celebrating life with family and friends.
He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Lillie Ann; sister
Marion (Robert) Krupitzer; daughters Bonnie (Paul) DavidSuch, Mary Ellen Loomis, Martha (William) Christine; sons
William F. (Kelly) David and John David; nine grandchildren;
five great grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.
A celebration of Bill’s life will be held at a later date for
friends and family. The family requests that in lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to St. Joseph Mercy Homecare &
Hospice or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Hazel Leinenger

Hazel Leinenger, 74 years of age, who lived in Fowlerville,
Michigan for the last 30 years, passed away on Thursday,
April 30, 2020. Born in Frostburg, Maryland on October
9, 1945, she was the daughter of the late William Walter
Ross, Sr. and Alretta Mae Loar Ross.
In addition to her parents, she is preceded in death by
her sister Thelma Cowart and her two brothers Richard
and Walter Ross. Hazel is survived by her oldest son Lance
Leinenger and his wife Jennifer Leinenger (Stockwell), her
youngest son Forrest Leinenger, and Hazel’s two remaining
sisters Virginia Madil and Freda Lake.
Hazel lived in the Village of Fowlerville since 1990. She
will be best remembered as the friendly smiling face at the
Fowlerville Walmart.
Visitation was on Monday, May 4, 2020 from 10:00 until
the service time at noon at Herrmann Funeral Home. Online
condolences may be expressed at pjherrmannfuneralhome.
com

Shop Local

Eleanor Margaret (Krebs) Messner began her new life in
heaven on April 30, 2020 at the age of 92. She was born in
August 1927 in Detroit to parents Lena and Fredrick Krebs,
and moved to Fowlerville at the age of three. She lived
there until 2010 when she moved to DeWitt to be close to
her daughter, Laura. Eleanor is survived by daughter Linda
Seufert [DeWitt MI], son George (Doreen) Messner [Howell
MI], and daughter Laura Masterson [DeWitt MI].
In addition, she is survived by Grandson Adam (Kristi)
Koehn and great grandchildren Grant, Victoria and Elizabeth
[Elbert CO]; Grandson Brian Koehn [Breckenridge CO];
granddaughter Tina (Terry) Rabideau and great grandson
Christian [Commerce MI]; granddaughter Kelly Stomp and
great grandson Cole [Davison MI]; granddaughter Jessica
(Michael) Messner McDaniel and great grandchildren Emma
and Levi [Bann, Germany]; grandson Lewis (Claire) Messner
[Ft. Collins, CO]; grandson Nathanael (Kathryn) Messner
[Howell, MI]; grandson Jason (Liz) Masterson and great
grandson Jackson [DeWitt MI]; grandson Jeremy (Natalie)
Leonard and granddaughters Annabelle and Juliette [DeWitt
MI].
She was welcomed into heaven by brother Walter Krebs,
husband Roland Messner, granddaughter Valerie (Masterson)
Leonard and grandson Daniel Masterson.
Eleanor saw beauty in all things around her. Some of her
favorites were flowers of any kind, the clouds in the sky and
the glittering crystals of ice on the snow. She was a gifted
artist and began painting in her preteen years. At age 12 she
began lettering windows ‘in memory of’ at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Fowlerville. This skill grew into a business of sign
painting in her adult years. She painted bill boards, semi
trucks and doors/windows of business establishments in the
Fowlerville and Howell area. She was an avid photographer
and would transfer the image into a landscape oil painting.
She even dabbled in portraits. Her adventurous artistic gifts
expanded (at age 63) to carving a life size heron and a full
size goose from walnut. Eleanor also was an accomplished
seamstress, not only creating clothing for her family but also
customized wedding dresses for friends. Eleanor was a great
cook and the grandchildren always begged for her ‘beef meat,
carrots and potatoes’ to be followed up by German chocolate
cake. Another favorite was her lemon meringue pie.
Eleanor loved to travel with her husband Roland. Together
they traveled to the western national parks twice; sailed the
Great Lakes of Michigan and then Florida coast with friends
and visited her family in Germany. In her later years, she took
granddaughters Valerie and Jessica to Germany to meet their
relations and again returned alone to visit family.
Eleanor graduated from Fowlerville High School, worked
at Howell Motors for three years. She met future husband
Roland while attending weekly dancing events in Mason with
her brother Walter. They married in April of 1948. Her first
home was on Howell/Mason Road and then they moved to S.
Fowlerville Road where they farmed 80 acres, raised Angus
cattle, cultivated a huge garden and canned the produce, and
worked alongside their three children in all their 4-H projects.
There was a woodlot on the farm, and she loved to hunt for
morel mushrooms, pick hickory nuts and ice skate on the
pond in the woods. She searched for and collected all kinds
of rocks, but especially loved the ‘pudding stones’.
Eleanor had a strong faith in her Lord Jesus Christ. She
would tell of the day, when she was 9, that she met the Lord
and became infused with His Spirit. She always referred
to the trinity as ‘her three Fathers’ and would talk to them
continually. She ended most days sitting on the couch and
reading from her worn bible. She attended St. Johns Lutheran
Church in Fowlerville from age 3 until she moved to DeWitt
in 2009. She then attended Mt. Hope Church in Lansing with
daughter Laura.
Eleanor lived a long and full life. She loved her family
with passion. She is now healed, well and whole, living on
the other side, ready to greet her loved ones. Cremation has
taken place. A private family burial at Greenwood Cemetery
will take place. Arrangements entrusted to Herrmann
Funeral Home. Online condolences may be expressed
at pjherrmannfuneralhome.com.

Charles William Furtaw

Charles (Charlie, Chas) William Furtaw, age 80,
passed away on Wednesday, March 11, 2020 in Ocala, Fla.
surrounded by his friends.
Charles is survived by many friends from Oscoda, Romeo
and Fowlerville, and Ocala, Fla. Charlie was a good man
that loved golf, always ready to talk, listen or tell a joke and
loved walking his dog Daisy. He will be remembered for his
athletic ability, wit, and fun attitude.
Charles was born in Oscoda on Jan. 11, 1940 to Arthur
and Mable Furtaw. He was an athlete in basketball, baseball,
football and track. He was also the Senior Class President of
the Student Council and member of the Key Club, Junior and
Senior Plays and the Varsity Club.
He went to Central Michigan University where he got his
BSA in education. He taught physical education and history
in Oscoda. He then went to Fowlerville and taught social
studies and was a golf coach.
Charles is preceded in death by his parents, Arthur and
Mable (Freer) Furtaw, Arthur (Artie) Furtaw; and friend,
Sheila (Covey) Christensen.
Memorial services will be held later this summer in Oscoda.

Richard Henry Gehringer

Richard Henry Gehringer, 75, Speedway, Indiana, passed
away on April 29, 2020. Richard was the loving husband of
Linda who passed away in August, 2018 and they are now
together once again.
Richard was born in Adrian, Michigan on February 28,
1945, son to the late Claude and Catherine Gehringer. He
graduated from Fowlerville High School in 1963. Richard
worked in the automotive paint/parts industry his entire life,
retiring in 2014. Richard was recently employed with the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum as a host. He was
awarded a ROSE recognition which is given to outstanding
employees in the hospitality service industry. He received
this award because of his helpfulness to others, knowledge of
race cars and his sweet smile.
Richard leaves behind his two daughters: Jayme Gehringer
of Speedway, IN and Liz (Mike) Stevens of Lebanon, OH;
grandsons, Jake and Eli and great-grandson, Bentley. His
brother, Tom, predeceased him in 2011. He is survived by his
sister, Karen (Barry) Andrus of Ada, MI., along with cousins,
nieces, nephews and special friends – especially those that
loved to go hunting or play golf with him.
A celebration of life will be held later this year in
Michigan. Memorial donations in his name can be made
to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum https://
indyracingmuseum.org/join-and-give/donate/

M-O-T-H-E-R

By Jace Arledge
In times as these, there won’t be many hugs for mom this
coming Sunday. But it may just be for the best, especially if
your mom is elderly. All those years of her keeping you safe,
it’s your time to return the gesture.
We read in Ephesians 6:1-3, that we should “honor” our
parents, but what does that look like? Honoring, to me, is
the heart adoration for something or someone. It’s being so
thankful for what that person has done that you want to shout
it from the roof top.
During this time in our life when things are so upended and
uncertain, let’s not forget the sacrifices that were made by our
moms. Let’s take the time to call, facetime or, if you live with
them, let them know that you are appreciative of who they are
and what they have done.
Foster parents, guardians, aunts, grandmas are all special
as well and, I hope that every lady out there in this community
and the world knows that they are appreciated and loved.
May you be blessed on this, your special day.
Happy Mother’s Day to my mom, Aileen Arledge, my
mother-in-law Karen Westphal and my wife Sandy. I love
and honor you all today and every day.
Till next time…
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-DEADLINE THURSDAY BY 3PMDIRECT CARE STAFF NEEDED: To take care of disabled adults
in Howell. DL/ID, GED/Diploma needed. Call Barb at 810-5883724.
***
EVANS GARAGE DOOR REPAIR AND INSTALLATION.
Spring replacement. Wayne Dalton garage doors and Lift Master
garage openers. “Our Business is Up & Down.” Call anytime 517223-9905.
***
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR: Lawn Mowers, Rototillers, Pressure
Washers, and Most Other Small Engines. Fowlerville. Call Steve @
517-294-2018.
***
PAINTING/POWER WASHING. Houses (Interiors and
Exteriors), Decks. Trailer Homes. New Construction, Repaints,
References, Written Contracts. Free Estimates. Guarantees. 517599-6166.
***
TRAILER REPAIR: Wheel Bearings, Lights, Axles, Springs and
Most Other Trailer Services. Fowlerville. Call Steve @ 517-2942018.
***
I BUY FIREARMS: Rifles, Shotguns or Handguns. If you have
firearms you no longer need – Call me! (517) 294-6406. In business
since 2006.
***
TREE SALE: Pines & deciduous, landscaping rocks, etc. TC
guaranteed best deal. 517-245-9268.
***
MOWBOYZ. We are a local mowing service. Discounts to elderly
and veterans. Call Cliff for a Quote. 517-294-3311.
***
POWERWASH and DECK CARE of LIVINGSTON COUNTY.
House/Roof Washing. Soft Wash Available. Deck Clean/Stain/Seal.
Since 1996. 517-657-5400. See Us on Facebook!
***
ROOF REPAIR SPECIALIST - 517-245-9268.
***
KATHY’S KIDS and KUDDLES has immediate availability
for part/fulltime and summer enrollment for infants through age
13. Twenty years experience with excellent references. Meals and
snacks included. Lots of room to run and play. Call 517-223-5918
or 517-202-9234.
***
FOR SALE: 1983 Dodge Convertible. Historical car. $3,000 or
best offer. Call 734-358-4202.
***
MAHAR’S GREENHOUSES: Come See What’s Blooming!
Beautiful Hanging Baskets, Flowers & Vegetables and More! 4621
Beard Rd., Byron. Sunday thru Friday (10 to 5) and Saturday
(10 to 6). Special hours for customers 60-plus or high risk due to
COVID-19 Monday and Friday (9 to 10am). 989-634-8171. Follow
Us on Facebook.
***
SHANER’S CUTTING EDGE- Lawn Maintenance Workers
Wanted. Zero-turn mower operator, trimmers and driver needed.
Must have good driver’s license. $10-$13/hour. Great for stay at
home college student. (517)223-7523, leave message and we will
return your call.
***
LAWN CARE: Residential & Commercial Mowing. Senior
Discounts. 517-861-1092.
***
FOR SALE: Homelite 4400-watt, 8-horsepower generator.
Craftsman rototiller, 5-horsepower, runs great. Call 517-223-4354.
***
BIG DAVE’S LAWN SERVICE. 30 years experience. Free
Estimates. Senior Discount. Call 248-622-6458.
***
HAY 1ST CUTTING. $5 per bale. 2006 FORD FOCUS red 4-door,
125,610 miles. $2,200. Call 517-256-8230.
***
PERENNIAL GREENHOUSE 11211 Stow Rd., Webberville.
Over 3,000 perennials in stock and herbs. Vegetable plants
soon. MAY HOURS: Mother’s Day: 10-2, M-W-F & Sat: 10-6.
(All other Sundays: 12-5). Also open by appointment. James’
Dust-ee Acres LLC. 517-204-1127
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Michigan
House
Report
By Dr. Hank Vaupel,
47nd District

This is a challenging, difficult time for everyone in the state
and we must continue working together to move Michigan
forward in the best way possible. My colleagues and I care
deeply about the people we represent. We acted quickly to
respond to the COVID-19 crisis, and we have not stopped.
Since the very day the governor first declared a state of
emergency, we have voted to fund the state’s response to this
crisis–to the tune of $150 million. We have communicated
concerns from the thousands of residents who have reached
out to us with the governor’s office and asked the important
questions about her orders, resulting in more than 200 “FAQs”
from her office to better inform people about what the orders
mean. We voted to extend the initial state of emergency
declaration to April 30. And we approved a plan to write into
law the vast majority of her COVID-19 executive orders,
except for a few of the measures that go too far, such as the
statewide stay-at-home order.
We have not, and will not, stop doing what we were elected
to do: Represent the people in our communities. The state’s
response to this crisis affects the fundamental rights of all
our residents. That’s why it’s so important that the voices
of people all throughout our state are considered. This can
only be done through the legislative process and its inherent

BUSINESS SERVICES
TRASH REMOVAL: Estates, Pole Barns, Houses, Mobile Homes,
Basements, Garages, Commercial Buildings. Full service. “We do
all the work.” Cheaper than a dumpster. Insured. Call Jay at 517980-0468.
***
AUSTIN HARDWOOD FLOORING: 25 years experience. Refinishing. Veteran owner, local contractor, affordable rates, senior
discounts. Free Estimates! (517) 375-6143
***
BRENDA’S PET GROOMING--Quiet home setting. Saturdays
only. Iosco Road, Webberville. By appointment only. Please call
517.294.0209.
***
BOB’S HANDYMAN SERVICE 517.604.0138 “I can fix it”.
Remodeling, frame/trim/tile work, roofing, painting, bathrooms etc.
***
SEWING MACHINE REPAIR: Free pick-up and delivery. Oneyear guarantee. 30 years experience. Call for estimate. Ph: 517-5524000.
***
D&R ROOFING & SIDING: New homes, tear-offs, recovers,
gutters, flat roofs. Call Don at (517) 548-3570 or (517) 376-2064.
***
EXCAVATION SERVICES—
Driveway Grading & Stone,
Debris Removal & Cleanups
Trenching, Grading Topsoil & Seeding
Ditch Cleaning & Brush Hogging & Site Clearing
Stump Grinding
517-375-2789.
***
R&D HOME SOLUTIONS L.L.C. Handyman/Home Repairs. No
job too small! 30 years experience. Insured. Call 810-279-8526.
***
S & H SMALL ENGINE REPAIR. Free pick up and delivery
with purchase of Platinum Service Special, $189.99 plus parts.
Includes engine oil and filter change, replace air and fuel filters,
sharpen mower blades, grease all fittings, inspect entire machine for
proper operation, and wash and wax machine. Call 517-715-3868.
Manufacturer certifed repair with two week guarenteed turn around!
Lawn & Garden Tractors, Zero Turns & much more.
***
CASH 4 CARS!!!
WE BUY RUNNING CARS/TRUCKS/SUV
2200 N BURKHART. HOWELL MI
(810) 691-5030 stop by or we can come to you
CASH4CARSAUTOSALES.COM
***
APPLIANCES HAULED AWAY. $15 each. Also furniture. Call
517-546-0862.
***
WANTED—DISABLED VEHICLES & SCRAP METAL.
Paying more than scrap prices for most vehicles. Call John 517225-8291.

safeguards. That’s why the Legislature has filed a lawsuit.
This lawsuit is an unfortunate, but necessary step we must
take to ensure the people of Michigan are represented in the
decisions being made as we continue to fight COVID-19 and
our state begins to reopen.
I assure you, we are not saying the crisis is over. My
colleagues and I have been hard at work, and we stand ready
and willing to work with the governor in a collaborative way
and manage the state’s response to the physical and economic
well-being of the people of Michigan during the crisis. Over
the last two months, more than 50 pieces of legislation
related to COVID-19 have been introduced, some of which
have already been approved by the House. We have also
approved a plan that will allow for a smooth transition from
the governor’s temporary management of the early stages of
the crisis to the Legislature.
The Legislature is a direct link to the people of Michigan
–and the people must have representation in this challenging,
important process. Our involvement will add transparency and
consensus-based decision-making to the state’s COVID-19
response. We must continue protecting public health and
help reopen our state based on the principles upon which our
government was founded. In the meantime, please continue
to abide by her executive orders until a court says otherwise.
***
This week, I testified in front of the Ways and Mean
Committee about the telehealth bills that I was working on
before the pandemic. While there are numerous benefits to
telemedicine, there are still numerous barriers. Barriers may
include the type of telemedicine that is currently allowed
under law, where a patient must be located to use telemedicine,
and reimbursement for remote patient monitoring.
The following bill package attempts to eliminate the
following barriers. My bill amends the Insurance Code
of 1956 to update the definition of telemedicine where the
healthcare professional must examine the patient via a secure
and HIPPA compliant interactive audio or video, instead of
real-time, interactive audio or video. The definition is also
expanded to allow the healthcare professional to examine the
patient through the use of store and forward online messaging.
I hope to see the telehealth bills passed and into law soon!
***
My last virtual in district hours was a huge success! I will
continue to hold my district hours virtually until it is safe for
all of us to congregate in restaurants again. My May district
hour will be on Friday May 15 at 4pm. You can register ahead
of time for this event on www.RepHankVaupel.com.
***
With over 1 million Michigan residents filing for
unemployment, I know many of you have reached out to
my office with issues regarding your application. Thank
you to all who have been patient with me and my staff as
we help with your issues. We have currently helped over
300 Livingston County residents! If you have a problem
with your unemployment, feel free to contact my office at
HankVaupel@house.mi.gov or 517-373-8835 and give a
detailed explanation of the problem alongside your name,
address, phone number, claim number (starts with C and ends
with -0), and Letter ID if you have one (starts with L00).
***
Visit www.michigan.gov/coronavirus or www.GOPhouse.
org for the latest updates on the COVID-19 in Michigan.
Please know I hear all of your concerns when you contact
me. These are unprecedented times and we all must work
together. For health-related questions about coronavirus,
Michigan residents can call 1-888-535-6136. The hotline is
open every day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For updates regarding our community specifically, please
visit www.livgov.com/health. For updates from the CDC,
please visit www.cdc.gov/coronavirus.
Businesses can also contact the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation hotline to find out what programs
are available to help. This number is 1-888-552-0103.

Check us out
on our website!
The Fowlerville News & Views
is on the web!

www.Fowlervillenewsandviews.com
An E-Edition of the current weekly
issue is posted on the site.
@ Fowlerville News Online
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Voting by Mail:
Good or Bad Idea?

Two opposing views offered
Point:

Vote-by-Mail Is Essential

By Sylvia Albert
We recently saw people forced to choose between their
personal safety and their right to vote in Wisconsin. We still
don’t know the full damage holding the Wisconsin primary
without expanded mail-in voting options caused, but regardless
we cannot ever let it happen again.
This year we are faced with a great challenge in ensuring
every eligible voter gets access to the ballot while also keeping
themselves and their loved ones safe. This is a challenge that we
can meet and overcome, but it’s going to take working together
to implement solutions that may change the way we are used to
voting, including by casting our ballot at home and returning it
by mail.
Voting by mail is not a new idea. In fact, it’s been tried and
tested in states across the country. In the 2018 midterm election,
27 percent of all voters cast their ballot by mail. In states that
have used vote-by-mail extensively, such as Colorado, Oregon,
Washington, Utah and California, it has proven successful in
increasing access to the ballot while also ensuring elections are
fair and secure.
Vote-by-mail and early voting reforms have traditionally
focused on ensuring that voters who can’t make it to the polls
on Election Day because of work, school, family, health or
other reasons are still able to vote. But now there are even more
important reasons as we tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.
Voting by mail provides an important solution to both protect
the public health and the people’s right to vote. That’s why
Republican and Democratic election officials and governors
across the country are turning to vote-by-mail as a solution in this
crisis — from Republican governors Larry Hogan of Maryland
and Mike DeWine of Ohio, to Democratic senators Ron Wyden
of Oregon and Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota.
As support for vote-by-mail has grown among voters and
political leaders alike, it has also been the focus of misleading
attacks by President Trump. So, let me take a minute to clear a
few things up. First, there is absolutely no evidence that vote-bymail benefits one party over the other. It has been implemented
in both Republican and Democratic states and has been deployed
as an electoral strategy by both parties. In fact, GOP officials
have openly admitted they used vote-by-mail as a strategy to
help elect Trump in 2016.
Second, there is no evidence to suggest that vote-by-mail
is less secure than in-person voting. In fact, vote-by-mail is a
paper-based system that is not susceptible to cyber-hackers
and can be easily audited by election officials to make sure the
election results are accurate.
This is all to say that vote-by-mail is a great solution so voters
do not have to pick between their right to vote and their personal
safety amid a pandemic. But it can’t be the only solution. We
know vote-by-mail doesn’t always work for everyone and every
community. That is especially true for Native Americans, the
disability community, neighborhoods where people who speak
other languages or do not have reliable postal service, or move
often. We also have to make sure that when states do expand
mail-in voting options, they are doing it in a way that doesn’t
lead to ballots being rejected or votes being suppressed.
Ultimately, even as we expand vote-by-mail options, we
must continue to employ other ways to ensure voting access to
all eligible Americans — by offering voters some safe in-person
voting options if possible and by expanding ways for voters
to engage with the voting process. That includes expanding
early voting opportunities, promoting online voter registration,
extending voter registration deadlines, and exploring more novel
voting experiences like curbside, drive by and mobile voting
centers. These options, along with mail-in ballots, are commonsense approaches to protect the vote in the COVID-19 crisis.  
As states contend with the economic realities of a global
pandemic, however, we must ensure that they have the resources
to take on these new reforms. Thankfully, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer are
now leading the important fight for additional funding for our
elections. In order to ensure voting is secure and accessible
for everyone in 2020, we will need Congress to dedicate at
least $4 billion in the next stimulus package. This funding will
allow states to adopt systems that are the best option for their
communities and voters.
The pandemic we are facing is challenging on many fronts, but
we cannot let our elections — and by extension our democracy
— fall victim to COVID-19. If we work together to advocate
for and implement solutions like vote-by-mail and expanded
early voting, we can help ensure that our democracy survives
this crisis.
ABOUT THE WRITER
Sylvia Albert is the director of voting and elections at Common

Cause, which since 1970 has been holding power accountable
through lobbying, litigation and grassroots organizing. She
wrote this for InsideSources.com.

Counterpoint:

America is about to get a hard lesson on
faulty vote-by-mail system

By Logan Churchwell
Advocates for mandatory mail-in ballot elections often claim
they are expanding democracy. What they overlook, is that the
mail voting system has gaping flaws.
In the last decade, 30 million mail ballots were sent to the
wrong addresses and/or went missing entirely, according to
election officials. That level of failure would not be acceptable
from a private business.
The American electorate should not assume that just because
it is easy to purchase an expensive item with the reassuring
feeling of tracked shipping, the same reliability applies to most
counties’ capabilities in handling mail ballots. Amazon and eBay
cannot just shrug it off when a package goes unaccounted for.
Election officials can.
In 2016, there were two mystery mail ballots for every vote in
Hillary Clinton’s margin over victory over Donald Trump in the
national popular vote matchup.
This is a field ripe for fraud, and Americans rightfully have
serious concerns. A new Emerson College poll found that fewer
than half of Americans even trust mail-in voting.
As Emerson found: “Within the coronavirus context and
questions of safety with in-person voting in November, voters
are not very comfortable changing their method of voting. Voters
across the country generally trust their current voting process,
with 55 percent trusting primarily in-person voting …”
This should not be a shock, given that the vast majority of
American voters have little to no experience using a mail ballot.
Academic research suggests that for many, the learning curve is
substantial to the point of seeing their votes fail to count.
According to MIT political science professor Charles Stewart
III, a disproportionate number of younger and minority voters
see their mail ballots rejected when first giving vote-by-mail a

try. Unlike being in a polling place where an accident is fixable
with the help of a handy poll worker, errors made at home are
fatal.
The figures over our contemporary era of elections are dreary
in terms of rejected mail ballots. In the historic 2008 general
election alone, there were 1 million ballots thrown out. An
additional 1.2 million ballots would go on to be rejected in the
presidential and midterm contests to date, according to the U.S.
Election Assistance Commission.
An increasing reliance on mail balloting forces our election
reliability onto a foundation of faulty voter registration records.
In most states, various efforts are made to automate the mail
process, such as qualifying for a permanent mailing list. In some
states, this is reserved for seniors. Others allow it for anyone
who requests it. But when voter rolls fall out of date, ballots
bounce, wasting time and resources. From 2012 to 2018, 2.3
million ballots were sent to the wrong or outdated addresses.
These numbers can seem dizzying and outrageous. But the
reason you do not hear about them often is because this faulty
system does not currently affect most American voters. Reaching
for the mail-in ballot solution in this coronavirus emergency risks
a painful, hands-on education as to these longstanding problems.
The United States can take some much-needed lessons from
other nations as we weather the pandemic. Earlier in April, South
Korea offered a master class in how to hold an election despite
coronavirus. The plan was simple: mask up, wear gloves, check
temperatures, maintain distances and vote in person. They even
built polling places for COVID-19 patients. Roughly 29 million
turned out to vote in a nation with a population of 51 million.
Let’s not forget that Liberia managed similar feats despite Ebola.
Proponents of forcefully expanded mail balloting are making
ham-fisted attempts at pursuing longstanding election law
reforms on the backs of a crisis. Americans need only look at
allies for guidance and remember that the credit card reader at a
department store is an equally essential (and therefore cleanable)
touch space today as the voting machine in November.
ABOUT THE WRITER
Logan Churchwell is the communications and research
director for the Public Interest Legal Foundation. He wrote this
for InsideSources.com.

Fowlerville Cub Scout Pack 330,
sponsored by the Fowlerville Rotary,
is excited to announce our
2020 Flags over Fowlerville program!
While this year has brought unforeseen challenges, our local Cub Scout Pack plans its
continued support and patriotism to our community with the raising of American flags throughout town. While under an abundance of caution our Cub Scout leaders will raise flags and, once
safe, our scouts will continue to participate in this community project. We value our continued
lesson to build community pride in our youth through this program and hope you’ll support our
kids too.
Flags are displayed throughout the summer at six major holidays, beginning Memorial Day
and continuing through Veterans Day. Pack 330 will service your flag by delivering and picking
them up before and after the major holidays. We will store them respectfully between each event
to ensure the highest quality is obtained. Upon joining our program, we’ll provide and insert a
PVC sleeve into the ground that will display the flag respectfully (no brackets or fixtures are
attached to your home or business). Each 3’x5’ flag setup is assembled by Fowlerville Cub Scout
Pack 330 leaders and scouts, comprised of high-quality American-made material and displayed
on a 10’ pole.
Don’t live in the village? No problem! We can place your flag in one of the village parks with
personalized options such as your name, in honor of someone, to advertise your local business,
or even sponsor your favorite business/team/organization!

Memorial Day - 5/25
Flag Day - 6/14
Independence Day - 7/4
Labor Day - 9/7
Patriot Day - 9/11
Veterans Day - 11/11
All proceeds go to support our local cub scouts for outdoor activities throughout the year. To
support your local Cub Scouts, subscriptions start at just $40 for the first flag, each additional
flag is only $20. Our new and returning subscribers can mail checks to Flags Over Fowlerville,
P.O. Box 426 Fowlerville, MI 48836. Please make all checks payable to Fowlerville Rotary
with Pack 330 in the memo line. Remember to include your name, address, and phone number
with your mailed check.
Fowlerville Cub Scout Pack 330 would also like to personally thank our first responders and
essential workers for their endless hours on the frontlines for us. We support you and your safety!
If you have questions on the program or would like to learn more on Cub Scouting in
Fowlerville, please email at FlagsOverFowlerville@gmail.com or call (989) 303-8303.
Leaders of Pack 330 thank you for your continued support and community pride!
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Poll shows parents concerned about
negative impact of school shutdowns,
but don’t want longer year

By Ron French, Bridge Magazine
Nearly two-thirds of Michigan parents say they’re
concerned about the negative impact school shutdowns are
having on learning during the coronavirus crisis, according
to a poll conducted by Bridge Magazine and Public Sector
Consultants.
But not concerned enough to support forcing their children
to spend additional time in school when classrooms reopen.
Only 34 percent of parents of K-12 students polled listed
mandatory summer school or a longer school year as their
top choice for mitigating academic damage caused by the
pandemic school closures.  
The poll, of 800 parents, also found families offering
mixed reviews on the quality of remote learning being
offered to students. And half of households surveyed lost
income to spend time helping their children with homebound
assignments.

79.4%

78.2%

Still, an overwhelming majority of parents surveyed
supported Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s decision to close
schools for the remainder of the school year in an effort to
slow the spread of the potentially deadly coronavirus. That
support was consistent among Democrats, Republicans and
Independents.
The poll, conducted April 13-20, offers an in-depth look
at how families view the state’s classroom closures, remote
learning and options for learning in the fall. The poll has a
margin of error of between 2.5 percent and 3.5 percent.
After seeing the poll results, Pamela Pugh, a Democratic
member of the State Board of Education, said in an email
to Bridge, “it is understandable that parents are concerned
that the instruction delivered, using unprecedented measures
during this time of an unprecedented crisis that is impacting
so many, will not be comparable to that delivered in a normal
school setting.
“I share in the hopes and prayers of these parents that
our children can return to their normal school environments
starting in the fall,” Pugh said. “I too know that our first

77%

71%

The above graph was as of
May 5, 2020.
The Federal 2020 Census deadline
has been extended.
Please respond to my2020census.gov
or call 844-330-2020.
Questions? Call Allison at 517-540-8803.

priority must be the health and safety of our children.”
The Bridge-PSC poll found that parents and guardians of
Michigan K-12 students are taking the pandemic — and the
resulting school closures — seriously. Among the findings:
--Six in 10 parents are concerned or very concerned about
the health of their families due to the coronavirus pandemic;
17 percent were not concerned.
--Seven in 10 agree with Whitmer’s decision to close K-12
classrooms for the remainder of the school year and switch to
remote learning; just 8 percent disagreed.
--Though a majority agreed it was a good idea to close
schools and switch to remote learning 64 percent are
concerned about the negative impact school closures have on
learning; 18 percent said they weren’t concerned.
--Parents are split on the quality of learning taking place
at kitchen tables around the state. About 37 percent said the
quality of learning was lower than in classrooms, with 37
percent saying it was similar and 25 percent saying it was
better.
--45 percent said someone in the household had reduced
their hours of employment as a result of children being home
during the school closure; 50 percent said their household
income had declined.
--One in 10 families said a K-12 student in their household
had not received any remote learning material at the time this
survey was taken, five weeks after schools closed. Eightyone percent said their children were getting at least some
learning online, and 38 percent received at least some printed
materials from their schools.
School leaders are huddling across the state to strategize
how to mitigate the anticipated learning loss from being out
of classrooms for six months. The Bridge/PSC poll suggests
policymakers may have a heavy lift winning public support if
they attempt to boost classroom hours when schools reopen.
Given four options to boost student learning when schools
resume, 34 percent supported some form of mandatory
additional education. The breakdown:
• 48 percent prefer a normal school year starting in the
fall;
• 22 percent support extending the next school year by
15 days (to 195 days instead of 180) to make up for
learning loss from school closures;
• 16 percent support optional summer school;
• 12 percent want mandatory summer school
Some other results from the poll:
• When parents were asked to pick their top choice from
among five remote learning options, there was one
clear response: Parents don’t want their kids to “play
hooky” during home learning. Just 4 percent of poll
respondents said they would prefer schools not provide
school work for their children during the pandemic
closure.
Among other choices:
--21 percent of parents want remote learning homework
graded, and an equal percent wanted schoolwork, but didn’t
want grades given during homebound remote learning.
--24 percent said they wished schools would offer as many
hours of remote learning instruction as offered in classrooms
(work varies by district, but elementary-aged students
typically receive 1-3 hours of remote instruction).
--19 percent wanted instruction less focused on academics,
and more emphasis on the emotional needs of children during
the pandemic.
--There are large disparities in remote learning among local
school districts, both in how remote learning is presented
(online or in printed packets), and whether assignments are
receiving grades. Those differences raise concerns among
some education leaders about the possibility of learning gaps
growing in the six months between the March shutdown and
September’s traditional reopening.
Parents, though, don’t seem to want a state-imposed
solution. Forty-eight percent of surveyed parents prefer
remote learning be developed by local school districts rather
than the state, compared to 14 percent who said they’d prefer
standardized remote learning guidelines established by the
state.
Dan Quisenberry, president of the Michigan Association of
Public School Academies, which represents the state’s charter
schools, said it’s important for educators to understand the
experiences parents are having with remote learning.
“This kind of information going forward will help inform
educators how best to educate kids and keep them safe,” he
said.
“As schools plan for next fall, given all the unknowns,
providing the highest quality education possible will continue
to be the priority,” Quisenberry said.
“Safety is also a priority. So, once schools can decide
to reopen buildings, hearing parents’ concerns and
communicating safety protocols will be very important.”

