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David Mester belongs to an honor guard that provides military honors at the funerals of veterans. He’s shown here at
last November’s ‘Laying of the Wreaths’ ceremony at the Greenwood Cemetery in Fowlerville.

Michigan poised to award Silver
Rose certificate to Vietnam veterans
thanks to local man

By Steve Horton
Thanks to a Fowlerville area man’s efforts, Michigan is poised
to join New York in awarding Silver Rose certificates to Vietnam
War veterans who have faced health challenges or died from
their exposure to Agent Orange, a chemical defoliant used by
American forces during that conflict.
David Mester, who served in the U.S. Marine Corps and has
faced two bouts with cancer, said the certificate would be a way
of recognizing this sacrifice by those who served.
“If you were wounded during a combat situation, you will
receive a Purple Heart,” he pointed out. “But for those of us
who were exposed to this chemical during our tour of duty and
have had diseases show up over the course of several decades,
including many who have died, there has been no recognition.
“There have been a lot of Vietnam veterans, like me, who were
wounded by this friendly fire,” he added.
By way of background, use of the chemical began in 1961
when President John F. Kennedy authorized ‘Operation Ranch
Hand,’ the code name for the United States Air Force’s herbicide
program in Vietnam. A number of herbicidal agents were used,

including Agent Orange. Approximately 20 million gallons were
sprayed on the Vietnam countryside for the purpose of helping
U.S. forces by defoliating forest areas that concealed the enemy
and destroying the crops that provided their food. It’s been
estimated that as many as 2.6 million U.S. service members were
exposed to the chemical.

The U.S. Dept. of Defense initially denied that exposure
to these herbicides was responsible for the health problems
veterans began suffering during the ensuing years, but in 1991
the Agent Orange Act was approved by Congress that sought
to “analyze and summerize the scientific evidence regarding
presumptive military service exposure to the defoliants, dioxins,
and herbicides, better known as Agent Orange, during the
Vietnam War era.”
This recognition that there was a connection has resulted in the
Dept. of Veterans Affairs (VA) recognizing more than 40 cancers
and illnesses as being related to Agent Orange.
While this acknowledgement was a major step forward in fair
treatment for the veterans regarding their health problems, it did
nothing to honor this different kind of sacrifice.
When efforts to get recognition at the federal level did not
prove successful, advocates did what they could at the local

Continued on page 5
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Robert & Lydia Ruttman
observing their
th
74 wedding anniversary
Robert & Lydia Ruttman of
Fowlerville will be observing their
74th wedding anniversary on
Monday, June 1st.
They were married on June 1, 1946
at the Baptist Church in
Howell, Michigan.
Anniversary wishes can be mailed to:
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ruttman
470 N. Grand Avenue
Apartment 1
Fowerville, MI 48836

Livingston County Sheriff’s Office
warns residents of phone scam
The Livingston County Sheriff’s Office is investigating two
separate incidents that occurred last week. In each incident,
an unknown suspect or suspects contacted the victims and
identified themselves as a Detective from the Livingston
County Sheriff’s Office.
The suspects advised the victims they had warrants for their
arrest and they needed to send “bond money.” The victims
were told a Deputy would come to their residence and arrest
them if money for bond was not posted immediately.
The Sheriff’s Office said that they would like to remind
citizens within the community to be extra vigilant when
people are calling and asking for money. If there is any
doubt to the validity of the request, hang up and contact your
local Law Enforcement Agency and report the incident right
away, they added. They also noted, as a reminder, that Law
Enforcement Agencies will not make phones calls asking for
any type of monetary funds.

Corrections

In last week’s May 17, 2020 issue, there were three mistakes
that need corrections.
In the article on the ‘Webberville lady compiling scrapbook
of school memories,’ one of the students she’s doing this for
is Jake Bales. However, we incorrectly printed his first name
as being Jason.
In the front page photos of the Webberville High School
Top 10 seniors, we had Hunter Norton correctly listed as
one of those students, but had the wrong last name (Nelson)
under his photo.
In the article ‘Meals given to local department during
National Police Week,’ one of the donors pictured was
Brandon Denby. He is the Livingston County Register of
Deeds—not the Drain Commissioner as was stated.
Our apologies.

Saluting the Seniors in the
Fowlerville High School
Band & Choir Programs
The graduating seniors who have been part of the
Fowlerville High School Band & Choir Programs
have been saluted during the past few weeks, prior to
their graduation. High School Band Director William
Vliek had asked each of them the following questions:

--Your plans for next year;
--What band or choir has meant to you over the course
of your time at Fowlerville High School;
--Your favorite band or choir memory.
This is the last installment saluting the seniors.

—Area Deaths—

Michael B. Recker (MR)

Michael B. (MR) Recker, 77, of Sun City West, Arizona,
died May 7, 2020 following a lingering illness. Born
(Thanksgiving Day) November 26, 1942 in Detroit to
Bernard ‘Bud’ and Bernice ‘Bunny’ (Joly) Recker.
Mike spent his early years in the greater Detroit area.
Moving to Howell, he attended St. Joseph Catholic School
and Howell High. The family relocated to Bay City where
Mike graduated from Bay City Central—Class of 1962.
As a young boy Mike loved baseball. He enjoyed telling
the story of mowing the yard of Detroit Tiger great Al Kaline
when Kaline first became a Detroit Tiger. In Howell Little
League, Mike had the distinction of throwing out the first
pitch at the “new” Paul Bennett Field that is still in use. One
summer, he also played AAA with another Detroit Tiger
great, Willie Horton.
In 1970, Mike joined the Livingston County Sheriff
Department. In 1974, he received a Medal & Citation for
Valor and Bravery and in 1976, he was selected Officer of
the Year. During this tenure he was a member of the MSP
undercover narcotics team (WANT). Mike also served on
the Fowlerville Village Council, and he was named one of
the Michigan Jaycees’ Top Five ‘Outstanding Young Men in
Michigan’ in 1978.
In the 1980’s, Mike joined the Washtenaw County Sheriff
Department as a Sergeant in charge of Jail Operations.
While with the WCSD, he enjoyed being a member of the
security detail for University of Michigan football coach,
Bo Schembechler. Following his retirement from the WCSD,
Mike worked for five years in Corrections with the Maricopa
County Sheriff Department in Arizona.
Mike is survived by wife Susan, son Edward Fortin
(Kari) of Ohio, and daughter Trudy (Jimi) May of Howell, 2
stepdaughters, 7 grandchildren, 2 step-grandchildren, various
cousins, and friends in Michigan and Arizona.
He was predeceased by his parents and son, Troy (2007).
No services are scheduled at this time. Cremation has taken
place. Memorials in Mike’s name may be made to Hospice of
the Vally at www.hov.org.

FOWLERVILLE
COMMUNITY
SCHOOLS
NOTICE OF A
PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED
2020-2021 BUDGET

Julia Brines
Next year I’m going to Lansing Community College with plans to transfer to Michigan State University for Biology and Veterinary Medicine.
Joining band in the sixth grade was the best decision I could have made for my middle and high
school years. It opened up a whole new world for me
to learn who I am, and become confident in myself.
Going to class every day was something that I could
always look forward to because I knew I would see
my friends and have fun. The people in band became
my family, and we grew up together. The friends and
experiences I gained are what mean the most to me.
My favorite memory from band was my first Freshman/Senior Night. Somehow, falling down a hill after
being blindfolded and told to run was one of the most
fun nights I have ever had.

Bryson Scott
I plan to attend Northern Michigan University in
Marquette to pursue a degree in Biochemistry.
Band has meant friends, an escape from school
work, and a lot of good memories with good people.
My favorite band memories are of freshman and
senior year Friday night football games.
Band seniors not pictured are Joey Musko and
Kaitlyn Ripley.
Congratulations to the graduating seniors and
best of luck in your future endeavors!

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on June 2, 2020,
at 7:00 o’clock p.m., via a Zoom meeting, with
the Zoom link posted on the District web page,
the Board of Education of Fowlerville Community
Schools, Fowlerville, Michigan will hold a public
hearing to consider the District’s proposed 20202021 budget.
The Board may not adopt its proposed 20202021 budget until after the public hearing. A copy
of the proposed 2020-2021 budget, including the
proposed property tax millage rate, is available for
public inspection during normal business hours at
Central Office, 7677 Sharpe Road, Suite A, Fowlerville, Michigan, 48836.

The property tax millage rate proposed
to be levied to support the proposed budget will be the subject of this hearing.
This notice is given by order of the Board of
Education.
Sheila Burkhardt, Secretary
Fowlerville Board of Education
(5-24-20 FNV)
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‘RUN FOR THE IMPACT’ 5K/1Mile
VIRTUAL RUN 2020 Fundraiser

Family Impact Centers has strived to put on a fun, safe,
family-friendly community event for the past seven years. It
is with great sadness and disappointment that we will not be
able to host, in person, the ‘Run for the Impact’ 5K/1Mile
races this year.
Along with the governor’s executive order banning large
group gatherings, we remain committed to making certain
our participants remain safe and healthy.
With that said, the race must go on, and we have decided
to continue as a VIRTUAL Run/Walk. Therefore, we
encourage everyone to run or walk outside or on a treadmill
– any distance, any pace, any time, any location. We
would love to see pictures and posts of your experience on
our facebook page, using https://tinyurl.com/FICrun2020
This virtual run or walk will still allow everyone to
contribute to a worthy cause, all while providing motivation
to be active. Registration will stay open thru JUNE 12TH. To
register, go to https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Fowlerville/
RunfortheImpact3
Details as to how you can pick up your t-shirt are still
being worked out, and we will notify you at a later date as
to how it will transpire.   If you are not interested in running
virtually and receiving a t-shirt, a donation would be greatly
appreciated.
Run for the Impact is an annual fundraiser for Family Impact
Centers. We depend on donations to continue supporting area
families through our client-choice Food Pantry, as well as
all of the many restorative programs offered at our Family
Impact Wellness Center.
Thank you for your understanding of this difficult situation.
We wish everyone good health in the upcoming months as
we plan next year’s 9th annual ‘Run for the Impact’. Looking
forward to seeing you in 2021!
Questions? Contact Sheila Larson at sheilamaelars@
gmail.com.

Update on the 60 Annual
Howell Melon Festival
th

The Howell Area Parks and Recreation Authority is in the
process of reworking the Howell Melon Festival for its 60th
annual event. Due to economic and safety issues surrounding
the Covid-19 pandemic, the Festival will have a much
different look to it in 2020.
The Authority has canceled the in-person arts and craft
show and has put several other programs on hold for now.
Events coordinator Amelia Purdy-Ketchum said that “This
is an opportunity for us to get creative and work with our
partners to offer safe, quality programming for the community
this summer. We have lots of great ideas for new programs
that allow for social distancing and safety. We were sad to
see so many of our local events canceled for this summer.
We really want to use these few months before the scheduled
festival to put together something fun for our residents after
all they’ve been through.”
Potential programs for this year include a drive-in movie
or concert, scavenger hunts, art and baking competitions, and
more. Some events will go virtual, including the 43rd Howell
Melon Run. The events will be scheduled throughout the
month of August to minimize crowds.
The public is encouraged to stay tuned to the Howell Melon
Festival Facebook page and website howellmelonfestival.
com for more information as it becomes available. The
Authority is also looking to present new programs for JuneJuly as well so stay tuned to the Howell Recreation Facebook
page and website howellrecreation.org

MSU Extension offering series
of Lunch and Learn presentations

Michigan State University Extension is offering a series of
Lunch and Learn presentations on emergency preparedness.
MSU Food Safety Educators will be hosting four live, online
webinar sessions focusing on: what food is safe after a power
outage, handling food safely during severe weather events,
how to prepare an emergency kit, and sanitizing, disinfecting,
and what are the best types of bleach to use.
Participants are encouraged to ask their questions during
the Q & A portion of the event. Food Safety Educators will
be available to provide the most up-to-date research-based
information.
Dates, topics and registration links are below:
Lunch and Learn Series on Emergency Preparedness
--June 5, 2020 - 12 pm EDT
Power Outages and Food Safety
--June 12, 2020 - 12 pm EDT
Food Safety after Severe Weather Events
--June 19, 2020 - 12 pm EDT
Making an Emergency Preparedness Kit
--June 26, 2020 - 12 pm EDT
Sanitizing and Disinfecting: Types of Bleach
To Register visit
www.canr.msu.edu/events/emergency-preparedness-june
To register and participate in the webinars by phone, please
call 877-643-9882. The phone number and ID will be given
at registration.
Michigan State University Extension helps people improve
their lives by bringing the vast knowledge resources of MSU
directly to individuals, communities and businesses.
For more information or questions, contact Joyce McGarry
at mcgarryj@msu.edu.

CAN / BOTTLE DRIVE
Dance Express from Maria’s School
of Dance is hosting a can drive!
Come drop off your empty cans/
bottles to help support our dancers!

Saturday May 30 & Sunday May 31
from 10am - 2pm

in the empty parking lot on Grand River
next to Kodet’s Hardware.
HopE to SEE you rain or SHinE!
Thank you in advance for supporting
these dedicated dancers!!!

Iosco Township man arrested
& arraigned for shooting incident

An Iosco Township man was arrested and then arraigned
for a shooting incident that occurred south of Fowlerville
on Saturday, May 16. Deputies from the Livingston County
Sheriff’s Office responded to a report that shots had been
fired by the suspect at another man.
• Driveway Specialist- New & Existing Gravel Driveways The victim reported to responding Deputies that he had
New Builds & Repairs
been riding motorcycles with friends near the 8000 block
• Perc Test and Backhoe Work
of Lamoreaux Road in Iosco Township when he got into a
verbal altercation with a neighbor.
• Dozing Work, Land Clearing, Clean-Up & Demolition
The investigation revealed that as the victim was leaving
• New Homes- Topsoil, Seeding, Landscaping & Grading
the area, the suspect attempted to block the roadway with his
• Pole Barn- Site Work & Concrete
vehicle. According to the victim and witnesses, the suspect
• Trucking- Sand, Gravel & Topsoil- Delivered Daily
exited his vehicle and fired multiple rounds from a handgun
at the victim’s vehicle. The vehicle was damaged from the
References & Insured
incident; however, the victim fled the scene and was not
Professional On Time Quality Work
injured.
murphyfarmsllc.net • Call Mike at 517-206-7377
The suspect was later identified through the investigation
as Michael Joseph Libtow, a 31-year-old township resident.
Call for FREE Estimates.
Libtow was taken into custody and lodged at the Livingston
Set up an appointment to visit our new office facility.
County Jail without further incident.
Libtow was arraigned on
May 18, 2020 at the 53rd
District Court in Howell and
was charged with one count of
Felonious Assault. He received
a $20,000 cash surety bond
on the charge. This incident
120 Hale Street • 517-223-9115
remains under investigation
by the Livingston County
Sheriff’s Office Detective
Bureau.

Fowlerville Feed &
Pet Supplies Inc.

Chick Day is June 2nd
Order Deadline is
May 26th by Noon

Still Open For Business!
Due to the COVID-19 virus,
our business hours
are reduced to
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Monday thru Friday and
8am to 1:30pm Saturday

CLOSED
MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 25th
“Have a Nice
Holiday”

“Stay Safe, Stay Healthy!”
NEW HOURS:
Sunday thru Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-6pm
SPECIAL HOURS FOR 60+ OR HIGH RISK CUSTOMERS:
Monday and Friday 9am-10am

We encourage our customers to
Call In Their Order and Pay Over the Phone.
We will prepare your order and you can pick it up.
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and present, have been practicing for many years. These
items, entered into Open Class competition, have impressed
fairgoers.
This department even offers the opportunity for construction
creations: Lincoln Logs, Kinex, and Legos. Other similar
type toys are allowed as well. Classes in this section are
further divided by age. This allows individuals to compete
against others at the same level of development, so six-yearolds are not competing against 16-year-olds.

There is a single fee for registration, allowing for 1 - 25 items.
Included in the fee is a wristband which is given at the time

of drop-off. Items are judged and cash prizes are awarded for
1st, 2nd and 3rd places. Dates and details are in the fair book.
Continue to watch the News & Views for more information on
the Fowlerville Family Fair.

—Area Deaths—

Projects can be entered in Fowlerville
Family Fair Open Class competition

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, Fowlerville Family
Fair officials are working to provide opportunities for area

residents of all ages and interests to join in the fun. Anyone
and everyone can participate in the fair by entering their own
projects and activities in Open Class competition.
The Fair is scheduled to open on July 27, with registration
for (non-animal) Open Class due by July 1.
There are many different sections where projects can be
shown. The Folk Art Department, for example, has many of
these sections and they are open to both youth and adult. Some
activities have been long

Dick Scott
MOTOR MALL

Fowlerville
Fowlerville
High School’s

High School’s
“ATHLETES”
OF THE WEEK

Jud Scott

“ATHLETES” of the WEEK
2011 Varsity Football

Lillian Smith

Jayci Clark

Elizabeth Banko

The team is working extremely hard trying to accomplish the goals of: Persistence and
Find A Way Together. The Gladiators took two tough loses to start the year, but showed
great heart and character. The Varsity Football team is looking forward to starting the
CAAC Red Competition.
JUD’S FOOTBALL FORECAST
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2011
San Francisco 13 at Philadelphia 23
Minnesota 20 at U of M 31
N.Y. Giants 17 at Arizona 20
Atlanta 23 at Seattle 16
Michigan State 23 at Ohio State 20
Mackenzie Nachtigal
Quinn
Soerries
Miami
23 at San Diego 31
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011
New England 31 at Oakland 16
Detroit 27 at Dallas 24
Denver 17 at Green Bay 34
Carolina 17 at Chicago 23
N.Y. Jets 17 at Baltimore 30
The seniors on the Fowlerville Girls Varsity Soccer Team are Lillian Smith,
Buffalo 26 at Cincinnati 20
Jayci Clark,
Elizabeth
Nachtigal,
andOCTOBER
Quinn Soerries.
Tennessee
20 atBanko,
ClevelandMackenzie
23
MONDAY,
3, 2011
at Kansas
City 17
at Tampa Bay
31 was
HeadMinnesota
Coach 23
Jason
Sperry
offered the Indianapolis
following 17
comment:
“This
Washington
at St.
Louis
27
scheduled
to be my20
first
year
coaching
the girls. I was really excited for this year
New
27 at Jacksonville
16 on what I sawLAST
WEEK:
because
weOrleans
had some
talent (based
in the
first W-13
week L-5
of practice).
Pittsburgh
28
at
Houston
27
SEASON
RECORD:
W-25had
L-11a great
Lilly, Jayci, and Quinn were going to be my captains as they each
influence on the practices and went out of their way to make sure everyone
Every week through the season two Fowlerville H.S. athletes will be saluted for their efforts. Athletes will be selected by
understood
what
was Dept.
asking
of“Winning
them Deal”
in our
Lizzy
were
also
the coaching staff
and IAthletic
for that
on adrills.
new or used
car orand
truck,Kenzie
see Dick Scott
Motor
Mall,
going to be a strength on our team with their defensive skills. We would have
been a really good defensive
team with Quinn, Lizzy and Kenzie in the back,
www.DickScott.com
and would have been dynamic in offense with Lilly and Jayci up top.”

Girls Varsity Soccer

Dick Scott MOTOR
MALL
I-96 and Fowlerville Road, Exit 129 • 3030 Fowlerville Road

1-877-467-4201
SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
SERVICE DEPARTMENT OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
BODY SHOP OPEN: Mon. thru Fri. 8am-6pm

practiced in this area while
others have been added in
more recent years.
Dolls have been made for
thousands of years, from
materials found in nature
and by handwork. In more
recent decades, doll-making
has become an art form.
Regardless of the method and
materials, all are made for the
love of a doll.

People have been copying
and collecting things that are in
our world in miniature. Small
items that are glass or china,
wood or fabric, a single item or
a collection of like items, or even
miniature dolls can be brought to
the Open Class exhibit.
Many newer creative crafts
and older folk art projects are
experiencing renewed interest
like candle-making.
More

traditional art forms such as
soap-making, stained glass or
leather work as well as more
recent hobbies like scrapbooking,
rubber-stamping,
craft-paper items, animal
biscuits treats, and creative
writing are keeping people
busy while we are all staying
home and healthy.
There is even an opportunity
to enter repurposed items,
made completely by recycling
and reusing.

Jewelry making, egg
decorating, basket weaving,
metal working, woodworking
and woodcarving are all artistic
activities that area residents, past

Sharlon K. Peters

Sharlon K. Peters, 76, born May 28, 1943 in Fowlerville,
MI, went to be with her Lord on May 15, 2020. Sharlon was a
graduate of Webberville High School and retired from Michigan Millers after 44 years of service in November 2009. Shar
greatly enjoyed attending dance competitions, snowmobiling with her brothers; was an avid reader, and loved her cats,
rescuing and adopting several in her lifetime. Shar was the
kindest soul who never met a stranger, but made a new friend
everywhere she went. She loved giving and spreading her
love with all.
She adored all of her family, her mother, Velna Hoag,
brothers Don (Ruth) Hoag, Ron (Connie) Hoag, sisters Carol
Hawley and Mary (Harry) Fields; also many beloved nieces
and nephews. Shar doted on her daughter Nancy, worshipped
her granddaughter Kaylynn and tolerated her favorite sonin-law Keith King. She was preceded in death by her father
Lafayette Hoag and niece Lisa Borchard.
Out of respect and concern for public health and safety,
the family has chosen to postpone services. A Celebration of
Life will be held at a future date. In lieu of flowers, contributions in memory of Sharlon Peters may be made to the Lisa
(Hoag) Borchard Scholarship Fund, 1138 Riverview Court,
Williamston, MI 48895 or the Capital Area Humane Society,
7095 W. Grand River, Lansing, MI 48906. Online condolences may be shared at www.petersandmurrayfuneralhome.com.

If You Want An Experienced,
Aggressive & Effective Attorney

NEAL D. NIELSEN
& Associates

• PERSONAL INJURY
• AUTO ACCIDENTS
• TRAFFIC OFFENSES
• SLIP & FALL
• MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
• DOG BITES
• BURN INJURIES
• INJURED CHILDREN

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DIVORCE
FAMILY LAW
PROBATE & WILLS
REAL ESTATE
DISABILITY
SOCIAL SECURITY
CRIMINAL
DRUNK DRIVING

www.livingstonlawoffices.com
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR FOWLERVILLE AREA RESIDENTS
INITIAL VISIT FREE • FREE TELEPHONE ADVICE

810-227-7777 • 517-546-6666
2000 Grand River Annex, Suite 200, Brighton
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Silver Rose certificate, continued

David Mester
is an active
member of
the Marine
Corps League,
a veterans
organization.

level.
For example, in 2010 the American Legion Post in
Tombstone, Arizona began presenting what they called the
‘Silver Rose’ award.
The Legion commander, in an interview three years later,
said, “The Silver Rose is awarded to Vietnam veterans
exposed to Agent Orange dioxins in an effort to give them the
honor and recognition they deserve. While victims of other
combat injuries received the Purple Heart, the soldiers who
were exposed to Agent Orange and have suffered the medical
consequences of that exposure receive no recogniton from the
government. The Silver Rose will continue to be presented
to all eligible Vietnam War veterans or their surviving family
members until our government decides to honor these victims.”
Similar recogniton programs were being held by other
veterans groups elsewhere in the country during those years,
but otherwise little progress was being made.
However, the ‘Silver Ribbon’ cause got a big boost less
than two years ago when New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
signed legislation on Nov. 9, 2018, just prior to Veterans Day,
to establish a new state military ‘Silver Rose Certificate’ that
would honor veterans who suffered from the effects of tactical
herbicides such as Agent Orange.
Mester said that the legislation in New York was sponsored
by State Sen. Catharine Young who, having heard the stories of
devastating health challenges faced by Vietnam War veterans,
wanted to do something to acknowledge their sacrifice.
Senator Young, when explaining the reason for her proposed
legislation, said that “The risks and hardships of wartime
service do not always end when a tour of duty is complete.”
Under the New York law, veterans who have suffered from the
effects of herbicides would be eligible to receive a certificate.
The designation could also be awarded posthumously.
Having heard of this legislation and given his own
experience with cancer, Mester—who is active in the David
Murnighan Marine Corps League Detachment and also
belongs to the Howell American Legion and Fowlerville
VFW—decided to lobby for a similar honor in Michigan.
“I visit the VA hospital in Ann Arbor quite a bit and see
many veterans there seeking care or dealing with illnesses due
to Agent Orange exposure,” Mester said. “There’s not a lot of
awareness about this, but it’s something our VA hospitals deal
with every day.
“I contacted our state representative, Hank Vaupel, who is
also a veteran, and explained the program,” he said. “Learning
about it, Rep. Vaupel agreed to sponsor legislation that would
establish a Silver Rose award in our state.”
This past March 10, the Fowlerville lawmaker did just that.
Joined by several other representatives, he introduced House
Bill No. 5601 which was then referred to the Committee on

Secretary of State says all voters will
receive applications to vote by mail
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson announced last week that
all registered voters in Michigan will receive an application to
vote by mail in the August and November elections.
“By mailing applications, we have ensured that no Michigander
has to choose between their health and their right to vote,” said
Benson. “Voting by mail is easy, convenient, safe, and secure,
and every voter in Michigan has the right to do it.”
Of the 7.7 million registered voters in the state, about 1.3
million are on the permanent absent voter list, and their local
election clerk mails them applications ahead of every election.
Additionally, some jurisdictions are mailing applications to all
local registered voters. The Michigan Department of State’s
Bureau of Elections has ensured all remaining registered voters
receive an application.
“We appreciate that some clerks are proactively protecting
public health by mailing applications to all their registered voters,
and we are fulfilling our responsibility to provide all voters equal
access,” said Benson. “We know from the elections that took
place this month that during the pandemic Michiganders want
to safely vote.”
Record-breaking turnout was recorded in the approximately
50 elections held across 33 counties on May 5, with nearly 25
percent of eligible voters casting ballots and 99 percent of them

This is a photo David Mester took from a lookout tower
at the camp where he was stationed while serving as
a Marine in Vietnam. While the photo was taken as a
keepsake, it shows the area around the base being
devoid of vegetation after having been sprayed by the
defoliant Agent Orange.
Military, Veterans and Homeland Security.
Vaupel, in commenting on the proposed legislation, said
that everyone he talked with favored establishing this honor.
“Most of them weren’t aware of the Silver Rose certificate
and its purpose,” he said. “I also contacted our state military
department for their input.”
Under normal circumstances, the committee would have
looked at the bill, taken testimony, made whatever changes
they felt prudent, and presumably would have voted it out of
committee. From there the full House would have taken up the
measure. A similar process would have occurred in the state
Senate.
If, as Vaupel indicated, the measure does enjoy widespread
support, then by now the bill likely would have been approved
by both chambers and signed into law by the governor in time
for Memorial Day.
But the COVID-19 pandemic intervened, resulting in the
Legislature not meeting for several weeks and then only to
address issues involving the current health crisis.
“We’re ready to go forward with it as soon as we get back
in session on a regular basis and can start having committee
meetings,” Vaupel said. “I’ve talked to the committee chair
and he said that he supports the bill, so I don’t expect any
problems.”
Mester, who will be 69 years old this July, was on active
duty in the Marine Corps from 1969 to 1971 and served a oneyear tour in Vietnam from 1970-1971. After that tour, he was
discharged from active service and placed in the Marine Corps
Reserve until 1976.
“I was stationed north of Da Nang,” he said. “They did a lot
of spraying there. They also did a lot of spraying further south
towards Saigon. In the areas where they sprayed, nothing
would grow afterwards.”
Mester, in fact, took a couple of photos from the base where
he was stationed which show the area around it being devoid
of vegetation.
“I took these from a 40-foot lookout tower next to a command
post in September 1970 at Camp Book,” he said, adding that
the camp was located ten miles northwest of the city of Da
Nang. “Nothing is growing where the bunkers are located to
approximatley 300-to-400 meters in front of them. That clear
area provided a clean line of sight to see the enemy.”
While these and other photos were taken by Mester as

keepsakes when he was in the service, they now—50 years
later—testify to how potent the herbicide was.
Mester said that he served in an engineering unit and
was often sent into the field for projects, but added he also
accompanied numerous patrols.
“We were breathing this stuff in and walking on areas that
had been sprayed,” he pointed out.
Once leaving the Marine Corps, Mester—like thousands
of other former military personnel—got on with his life,
including marriage, raising children, and work. But he was
proud of his time in the service and eventually became active
in veterans organizations. He belongs to an honor guard that
provides military honors at the funerals of veterans and is a
member of the Livingston County Veterans Council. He views
this involvement as another way of serving his country—just
as he did as a young man in Vietnam.
But for him, like many other fellow comrades-in-arms, the
war would prove to have other, unforseen ramifications.
“My personal battle with the defoliant started in 2007 when
I was diagnosed with Leiomyosarcoma, a rare type of cancer
that affects smooth muscle tissue which I discovered on my
arm,” he said. “Then in 2018 I was diagnosed with prostate
cancer.”
Mester said that the treatment for both of these cancers has
proved successful.
But, he added, there are many other Vietnam War veterans
who still face health issues or who have died from the various
illnesses caused by their exposure to Agent Orange.
For Mester, the Silver Rose is an overdue honor for this
sacrifice they’ve made and the premature deaths caused by the
chemical. It’s an extension of that credo, well known to those
who have served in the United States Armed Forces, “Leave
no man behind.”
Not the casualty on the battlefield nor the veteran suffering
from a service-related illness.

Thank you to all who have supported us in the past and who will continue
to do so in the future. We wouldn’t be who we are if it wasn’t for you.

~ Serving most of Livingston County since 1986 ~
Residential – Commercial
9900 W. Grand River, P. O. Box 950
Clean Up Containers
Fowlerville, MI 48836
www.alchinsdisposal.com
Ph 517-223-7119

doing so by mail or in a drop box. From 2010 to 2019, average
turnout in local elections in May was 12 percent.
The application mailing from the Bureau of Elections includes
a cover letter with instructions from Secretary Benson. Once a
voter signs their application, they can mail it or email a photo of
it to their local clerk, whose contact information is included on
the application. The application is also available for download at
Michigan.gov/Vote. At the same website, voters can also register
and join the permanent absent
voter list so they always have
the option to vote by mail.
“The vast majority of voters
across the political spectrum
want the option to vote by
mail,” said Benson. “Mailing
applications to all registered
voters is one of the ways that
we are ensuring Michigan’s
elections will continue to be
safe, accurate and secure.”

963 S. Grand, Fowlerville

Shop
Local

NOW OPEN FOR TAKE OUTS ONLY
11am – 6pm (last order taken at 5:50pm)
Open Tuesday – Sunday (closed Monday)

Call Ahead – 517-223-1441
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well as a tool to avoid this disease, I am practicing social
distancing. Since washing your hands regularly and avoiding
putting them in my face is another proven activity that works,
I also wash my hands several times a day.
What I’m trying to say is this: It would be easy for me
to develop a pig-headed attitude toward authority, to set
my heart on doing everything I can to show the world that
I am not going to comply with anything the President or
the Governor hands down as policy or required procedure.
Foolish thinking like this enhances not only my chances of
contracting this deadly virus, but it also puts others at risk
because I could spread it without even being aware of it.
God Is Still in Control
I will be among the first to admit that I don’t believe ninety
It’s been over two months since the governor quarantined percent of what I hear on the news. Because I have witnessed
us to our homes as a precautionary measure for preventing so much hate and animosity being spewed out toward anyone
the spread of the coronavirus, currently known as COVID-19. who may have a different opinion from the person presenting
There has been much hullabaloo and chatter about this the news, I have no faith in what they’re saying is accurate or
pandemic; there are many different ideas and theories as to not being presented out of context.
what causes it, how we contract it, how we avoid it, is it really
The God of heaven, my Creator, created me and everyone
real or just a lot of hype, and what we need to do to get our else with something known as ‘common sense.”
lives back to normal.
This is ‘the basic level of practical knowledge and judgment
Some people are acting as if the virus does not exist. They that we all need to help us live in a reasonable and safe way. I
are continuing to ignore the guidelines of social distancing, can determine from what I hear from people who are working
not wearing face masks or taking any precautionary measures in the medical system, providing treatment to those who have
whatsoever. However, there are others who are abiding by contracted the COVID-19 virus, that this virus will kill you.
whatever they hear over the airwaves as to what they need to I don’t need to hear it from someone who is going to paint a
be doing. They wear their mask, avoid going out in public different picture about it to make it serve some other purpose,
unless it is absolutely necessary and they practice social such as scaring people into hoarding toilet paper or wiping
distancing whenever they’re in places such as the grocery the grocery store shelves clean of non-perishable foods.
stores, doctors offices, etc, and using hand sanitizer whenever
Therefore, I will use my God-given ability to think and
they come into contact with entry doors, gas pumps, or touch reason intelligently and not spend my time frantically reacting
anything that has been handled by someone else.
to the media hype which is being spread in order to control
Regardless of what you believe, the truth is, the coronavirus large populations of people.
is real, it is moving through our nation and it is killing people.
One of the best things we could do as humans would be to
Since I know that people have died from this disease and that turn off the television.
more people are dying every day, I choose to do whatever is
Think about it: Your mind would have a chance to relax
necessary to insure that I do not do anything that will enhance and it would give you a chance to think for yourself, and
my chances of getting it.
not have your brain being constantly bombarded with the
Since it has been proven that social distancing works thoughts and ideas of people who only want to control,
persuade, and manipulate you into doing what they want you
to do. If you want to fill your mind with something, why not
fill it with God’s Word?
Principle Seven of the Celebrate Recovery principles tells
us to “Reserve a time with God for self-examination, Bible
reading, and prayer in order to know God and His will for my
life and to gain the power to follow His will.”
517.223.2200
Doesn’t it make sense that if we are going to fill our minds
7050 W. Grand River • FOWLERVILLE
with something, that we need to fill them with the things that
are important to God? We’ve been filling our minds with the
Next to the Fowlerville Post Office
things of the world for most of our lives. Look where it has
Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 8am-2pm
gotten us!
The apostle Paul tells us in Romans 12:2 (TPT), “Stop
imitating the ideas and opinions of the culture around you,
but be inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit through a
total reformation of how you think. This will empower you
to discern God’s will as you live a beautiful life, satisfying
and perfect in his eyes.”
With this ad. 1 coupon per service.
With any tire purchase
As bad as things may appear, we need to remember one
thing. God is still in control. Pastor Mark reminded us
* ROAD HAZARD PROGRAM AVAILABLE *
of this in his sermon last week in his new sermon series
“Recalculating.”.
Custom Pipe Bending
Nothing happens without God’s knowing and everything
for your exhaust
that is happening is under His jurisdiction. In other words,
He is allowing it. What is His purpose for allowing people to
COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE
go through tough times like these? I don’t have the slightest
1 Axle Repair
2 Axle Repair
idea. God’s ways are so much higher than my little finite way
$
00
$
00
.
OFF
.
OFF
of thinking that I would not dare to offend Him by trying to
With this ad. 1 coupon per service.
guess what He is up to.
What I do know is that God loves me and you so much
www.midtownrepair.com
that He was willing to become human and suffer the pain
and emotional heartache of
being rejected by the very
people He came to save. I
know that my salvation has
local attorneys and counselors at law
been purchased and paid for
with the blood of my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. I know
that COVID-19 will soon be
gone, but the love that God
has for me will never end.
That gives me the motivation
to endure whatever this world
throws at me. It gives me the
will to continue seeking to
grow closer in my relationship
John L. GormLey, eSQ
ChriStopher S. JohnSon, eSQ
with my Holy Spirit.
I put all my trust in God.
Divorce / Family Law • Estate Planning
He has never failed me. My
• Bankruptcy • Criminal Defense • Personal Injury • Real Estate
prayer for you is that you will
• Municipal Law • Probate • Corporate • Business • Zoning • Land Use
feel the ‘peace of God,’ along
with ‘peace with God,’ as you
101 E. GRAND RIVER AVE., FOWLERVILLE
draw nearer to Him and grow
Gormleylawoffices.com
in your relationship with Him.
FREE Initial We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for
Blessings.
bankruptcy under the bankruptcy code.
Consultation

Pastor
Tom
Tarpley

FREE MOUNTING
& BALANCING
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Caleb
Jenkins
Column
The Anger Litmus Test

This isn’t a new topic, but I think it is worth revisiting
to reinforce some distinctions. Politics as it stands right
now is a bitter, vengeful business. Every issue has become
a hyper-partisan turf war with each side slugging it out for
incremental gains. One reason given for this is that the stakes
have never been higher with more disagreement than ever
before between the respective sides. As a Platonic statement,
I think this is unfortunately true, and we discussed this
‘identity crisis’ in depth a few weeks ago.
Before he was president, Dwight D. Eisenhower
sympathetically bemoaned the French political system
because of its fractured nature. During his visit prior to World
War II, he found that the French people could not even agree
on a common system or approach, let alone find consistency
on individual issues. The opposing parties differed on a
structural level and were tearing the country apart from the
inside. Ike feared what would happen to America if we ever
became so divided.
So, yes, we are facing a significant problem as a collective
nation, and as it happened in France, stark divisions have led
to a high-stakes game of political hostility on a wide range of
issues. The challenge to overcome these obstacles and remain
strong together is momentous, so it does not help to ignore or
minimize the significance of the task. Sticking our heads in
the sand and only hoping things will get better does not help;
we should be frank with ourselves.
However, despite the enormity of the trial, I assert that not
only can we address it without hatred and animosity, we must
do so. It is a distinct shame that we have turned anger into a
litmus test. We have fallen into the trap of judging a person’s
commitment or ability based on his or her level of bitterness.
Bile and anger do not indicate a person’s dedication to a
belief nor their effectiveness in advancing that belief. In
fact, we would be able to accomplish so much more both
in terms of advancing our cause and healing wounds if we
did not spend so much time attacking one another. Bitterness
superficially reinforces our divisions and prevents us from
moving forward with real solutions.
The Bible says in Ephesians 4:26 to “be ye angry, and sin
not.” As I have heard some preachers explain it, there must be
something wrong with you if you are never angry about the
many evils in the world, but the key is to control your response
to that anger rather than letting it boil over and corrupt your
actions. We can be wholly passionate and wholly committed
to our beliefs without resorting to bile and hateful words or
actions. It is high time we retake the narrative on this. We
must control the bitterness and anger in our own lives, and we
should not reward other people and politicians who exhibit
such behavior. Drop the anger litmus test.

40

Gormley & Johnson law offices, Plc

517-223-3758

& AUTO GLASS
3030 Fowlerville Rd.
Fowlerville Exit 129

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8am-6pm

517-223-3721
jamiestjohn@dickscott.com

SPRING IS here!
Time to make
your car
or truck
sparkle!

YOU CHOOSE YOUR COLLISION CENTER BECAUSE...
• FREE Estimates
• FREE Loaner
• FREE Pick Up & Delivery
• Environmentally Friendly
Paint System

• Lifetime Warranty on Repairs & Paint
• We Repair ALL Makes & Models
• Towing Service
• Fast & Affordable Cosmetic Repairs
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DickScottCollision-Fowlerville.com
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Letter to the Editor

There are two sides to every story: an old saying that bears truth
today.

*From the beginning of the coronavirus crisis, the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) has been deceiving the world. As
early as November, Chinese authorities were aware of the
deadly virus in Wuhan, but the CCP silenced Chinese doctors
who were raising the alarm and withheld critical information
of the virus, not only from the global community, but even
from its own people, allowing the disease to spread like
wildfire.
*Several U.S. journalists were recently expelled from
China by the CCP due to their investigation of the regime’s
cover-up of the virus.
*One of Beijing’s latest ploys is a propaganda campaign
falsely accusing the U.S. military of planting the coronavirus
in Wuhan. Joined by Russia and Iran, the CCP is spreading
disinformation in a concerted effort to paint China as the
“savior of the world,” while claiming the coronavirus is
a bioweapon developed by the United States. Yet this
deflection may be to cover up the very real possibility that
the coronavirus is the result of China’s own experimentation
in biowarfare gone awry. Several analysts, including China
expert Gordon Chang, have speculated that the deadly virus
originated in a laboratory in Wuhan - a lab known to research
infectious diseases and, some suspect, may house a covert
biological weapons program. If the coronavirus escaped
from that lab, it would explain why China refused repeated
offers of help from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.
*International law professor, Dr. Francis Boyle, who drafted
the Biological Weapons Act of 1989, believes the Wuhan
virus is the result of biowarfare research. The Wuhan BSL-4
lab is also a specially designated World Health Organization
(WHO) research lab and Dr. Boyle contends that the WHO
knows what is occurring in the lab.
*Whether or not that is the case, what is certain is that
the WHO is another puppet of Beijing. First, the CCP
arrested its own doctors and journalists who were attempting
to warn China and the world about the virus and then the
regime tried to cover up the rapidly spreading disease. WHO
officials consistently praised the CCP for its transparency and
leadership, saying its actions were making us safer. When
finally alerted to the seriousness of the threat in January, the
WHO refused to declare it a public health emergency. It took
until February 10 for the WHO to even send an advance party
to China.
*While the U.S. is the largest contributor to the WHO, to the
tune of half a billion dollars annually, China is the puppeteer
pulling the strings. China worked to insure the election of
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus as the current WHO DirectorGeneral. Tedros previously served in the Ethiopian People’s
Revolutionary Democratic Front, a violent, Marxist regime
responsible for gruesome human rights abuses. Serving as the
health minister, Tedros covered up three cholera outbreaks.
China’s influence in the WHO is just one aspect of the CCP’s
growing geopolitical threat.
*Recently Xinhua, Beijing’s state-run media agency, a
mouthpiece of the CCP, threatened to withhold the export of
pharmaceuticals and medical supplies and plunge America
into “the mighty sea of coronavirus.” And, frighteningly, that
could easily happen. More than 80% of the raw ingredients
required to make medicines comes from China. The U.S.
hasn’t manufactured antibiotics for more than a decade--they
all come from China. Imagine the impact if China were to
cut off our nation’s supply to antibiotics! President Trump
has been concerned about this issue for years and is pushing
Republican legislatures to take action.
President Trump has placed a hold on WHO funding for
60 to 90 days, while investigating WHO’s ties to Communist
China and holding China and WHO accountable for
their deceitful actions, denials and delays. If the Chinese
government had acted three weeks earlier, the number of
early cases worldwide could have been reduced by 95%.
(Concerned Women for America; May 12, 2020)
Donna Gadbaw Mitchell states that cutting off WHO

funding would be an extremely irresponsible act on President
Trump’s part--a punitive act--and labels Trump a poor leader
for defunding WHO. (Letter to the Editor; Fowlerville News
and Views; May 10, 2020)
If this subject is of interest to you, please do your homework.
Personally, I am a seeker after the truth. And speaking of the
truth: “I am the way, the TRUTH, and the life; no one comes
to Father God, but through Me.” Now Who in the world
would give such a confident, bold and truthful description-about Himself?!!!
The above statements signified with an asterisk are quoted
verbatim, from “A Prescription for Disaster,” authored by
Lisa Van Houten, who is on-staff at the American Decency
Association. The statements are quoted with her permission.  
Olivia Verfaillie
Webberville, Michigan

Fowlerville High to hold virtual
graduation next Sunday, May 31,
followed by car processional June 7

Given that a traditional, in-person commencement
ceremony would not happen in the near future, Fowlerville
school officials are holding a virtual graduation for the Class
of 2020 next Sunday, May 31, followed by a car processional
on Sunday, June 7.
Bradford Lusk, the high school principal, said that the
virtual event—which starts at 2 p.m.—will attempt “to
mimick a traditonal graduation as much as possible.”
“The pictures of each of our seniors will be shown and
there’ll be the music of ‘Pomp and Circumstance’,” he said.
“One of the seniors, Jacob King, will sing the National
Anthem. Then Superintendent Wayne Roedel and I will give
our welcoming speeches, and Mike Brown, the school board
president, will introduce members of the board of education.”
Also giving addresses will be Summer Brooke McLane
Svoboda, the valedictorian, and Josh Harper, the salutatorian.
One of the class officers, Jordan Davidson, will thank the
senior class advisor, Jason Speery.
Lusk said that the Class of 2020 has 175 graduating seniors.
The ceremony will be shown on the high school’s You Tube
channel. Anyone wishing to view it can Google fhsglads to
access You Tube.
“The speeches will be prerecorded, but the ceremony will
start at 2 p.m. on our You Tube channel at the same time it
would have were it the regular in-person event,” Lusk said.
Fowlerville normally holds its commencement exercises on
the first Sunday after Memorial Day.
In order for the seniors to enjoy a ‘live’ celebration and
final gathering as a class, a processional will take place
the following Sunday, June 7 starting st 2 p.m. Each of the
graduates, wearing their graduation cap and gown, will be
driven along Grand River in a vehicle from the fairgrounds,
through the Downtown, to Hibbard Street, and then through
the school campus to the high school
At the Main 4 interection of the Downtown, each senior
will be introduced and receive their diploma. After reaching
the school grounds, each of them will have their photo taken.
In case of rain, the processional will be held on June 14.
Lusk said the decision to hold the virtual graduation
ceremony, followed by the processional came when it became
apparent that an in-person
event would not be possible in
the near future.
“All the signs show that a
larger gathering of people
was not likely to happen
anytime soon,” he said. “We
wanted to do the best we
could under the circumstances
and have a celebration for the
kids and give them a unique
graduation.”

VFW Auxiliary

FISH DINNER

“To Go” orders being served

Friday, May 29th
4 – 6 pm
Meal Includes:
Fish, Fries, Cole Slaw, Dessert,
Choice of Pop or Water.

$7.00/person
Please call ahead either the day before or
day of dinner at 517-223-9842 (answering
machine) or 517-861-9347 to order.
Please include: Your name, number of
meals, and time of pick-up.
*The Curbside Pick-up will be done at the
Kitchen Door of the VFW Hall. The meal
will be brought to your vehicle.

VFW Hall
215 Veterans Drive, Fowlerville

Iosco TownshIp
noTIce of ZonIng Board
of appeals MeeTIng
Tuesday, June 16Th, 2020,
7:00 p.M.
Iosco TownshIp hall
2050 Bradley rd.,
weBBervIlle, MI 48892
A petition has has been filed by Richard Fritz,
for a Variance of the Iosco Township Zoning Ordinance on the property located at 8701 Coon Lake
Rd., Gregory, MI 48137. Property ID # 4709-22300-002, that would allow him to build an accessory structure in front of a house.
The Public has the right to appear before the
Board to express their views and opinions on the
request. Written comments to the Board should
be sent to the Township at the Township Hall
address above, Reference: Clark Humrich, ZBA
Chair.
Dan Delmerico
Township Clerk
(5-24-20 FNV)

Larry’s
one Cleani
t
s
e
v
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Gra

Over 30 Years Experience
Interior Design
Window
Treatments/Blinds

Ron Daly

Designer/Owner

Floor Coverings
Furniture
Reupholstery &
Slipcovers

517.204.7108

rondalydesigns.com
ronalddaly@yahoo.com

Cell: 517-375-8107
517-223-3836
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U.S.
Congress
Report
By Elissa Slotkin,
8th District, U.S. House
of Representatives
Votes in Favor of Over $13 Billion in Relief for Michigan

Rep. Elissa Slotkin (MI-8) issued the following statement
concerning her vote of support on the HEROES Act last week:
I voted ‘yes’ on the HEROES Act. I did so because, after
carefully examining the 1,800 pages of the bill, I believe there
is more positive for my state and my district than negative.
And while I strongly prefer a more bipartisan bill, I voted ‘yes’
because, on net, this bill provides important money for local
governments, for individuals, and for basic services we all
depend on.
In addition to addressing the vital needs in my district, the
HEROES Act includes four bills I have introduced as part of
the Made in America Medical Supply Chain Initiative, taking
the first steps to bring the medical supply chain back to the
U.S., reduce our dependence on China, and never again find
our frontline health providers –– and now every citizen who
wants to get back to work –– dependent on foreign factories
and middlemen to get the equipment we need.
That said, the bill also included provisions that don’t respond
directly to the crisis, and shouldn’t have been included. I
seriously considered voting against the bill to indicate my
frustration with those provisions, but in the end I could turn a
blind eye to them because the bill provides the vital pieces that
our hard-hit state needs.
I hope this bill is swiftly taken up by the Senate, where I
expect that those problematic provisions will not survive first
contact. The onus is now on the Senate to act. Just as we took
up their draft in early April and came to a swift bipartisan bill,
I expect the same of them. As Fed Chair Jerome Powell said
in urging Congress to act, ‘Additional fiscal support could be
costly, but worth it if it helps avoid long-term economic damage
and leaves us with a stronger recovery.’ My constituents need
Congress to act, swiftly, to avoid that long-term damage and
secure a stronger recovery.”
The HEROES Act, as passed by the House, would:
Help save our state and towns from massive layoffs, and
even bankruptcy:
--More than $13.4 billion in aid to the state of Michigan
over two years, to prevent devastating layoffs of teachers, first
responders, health and sanitation workers and other critical
personnel.
--Direct funding to local governments, to cover lost revenues
from COVID-19 over the next two years. Under this bill,
funding includes:
-$107 million for Livingston County
-$164 million for Ingham County
-$731 million for Oakland County
-$146 million for Lansing
-$35 million for East Lansing
-$3.7 million for Brighton
-$4.7 million for Howell
-$36.8 million for Rochester Hills
--As requested by so many firefighters and police, this bill
provides $1.1 billion more in FEMA’s Assistance to Firefighters
Grant (AFG), Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency
Response (SAFER) and Emergency Management Performance
Grants (EMPG) grants and, importantly, waives the costsharing requirements usually required by local governments.
--In addition, Michigan would receive an estimated $115.4
million in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding, to provide states and local governments with
additional flexible resources to mitigate and address the health
and economic impacts of COVID-19
Give more flexibility to small businesses:
--Improvements to the Paycheck Protection Program sought
specifically by 8th District small businesses, including by
extending from 8 to 24 weeks the period that businesses have
to spend the funds in order to have their loan forgiven; and by
increasing flexibility on what the PPP funds can be used for.
--Expands the PPP program to make nonprofits of all types
and sizes now eligible.
--Includes $10 billion more for the Small Business
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL)
grant program, which offers up to $10,000 in cash advances
for immediate relief to small businesses and eligible nonprofits.
Put more money into testing so we can get back to work:
--Provides $76 billion dollars for additional testing and
contact tracing that are vital components of any plan to reopen
the U.S. economy, and a requirement for an updated national
strategic plan on COVID-19 testing that includes specific
benchmarks and clear timelines. It also requires each state to
produce a searchable website for citizens to find local testing

sites.
Expand cash in peoples’ pockets:
--Issues a second round of $1,200 direct payments to support
working families.
--Fixes a problem with the previous round of economic
impact payments that left out some older dependents, such as
high school and college students and those on disability. Now,
parents of children with dependents over 18 (in particular, many
college students across the district) will also get an additional
$500 per dependent, not just for dependents under 18.
--Hazard pay for essential workers who have been working
on the frontlines throughout the COVID-19 crisis.
Start the process of bringing our medical supply chain back
to the U.S.
--Includes four provisions from my Made in America
Medical Supply Chain Initiative, bipartisan legislation I
introduced to reduce America’s dependence on China and other
foreign sources of critical medical supplies and equipment.
Those provisions would:
* Require that contents of the Strategic National Stockpile
of medical supplies and equipment are in good working order
and regularly maintained.
* Require a report to Congress on every request sent to
the Strategic National Stockpile and details on the outcome of
every request.
* Require development of clear, transparent guidelines
on how to request items from the stockpile and for future
communications with the states.
* Require a Government Accountability Office study on
the feasibility of charging user fees for certain items that are
distributed from the stockpile and later sold.
Provide funding for vital services and to exercise our rights:
--$1.5 billion to expand broadband internet access, an
important provision for rural areas of the 8th District. This
money will go to help schools and libraries to purchase internet
connectivity, hotspots and “connected devices” like tablets for
students to facilitate remote learning throughout the length of
the public health emergency.
--Funding to address lost revenue at the U.S. Postal Service
to ensure it can continue serving Americans.
--$3.6 billion for grants to states to ensure they can hold safe
federal elections, including for vote-by-mail, so that voters do
not have to choose between their personal safety and exercising
their democratic rights.
Help Michigan’s farmers:
--Significant support for farmers, including emergency
assistance to farmers forced to euthanize livestock during the
crisis, direct donation programs to ensure commodities such as
milk don’t have to be dumped, and $100 million in assistance
to specialty crop growers such as Michigan cherry and apple
producers.
Give options to those who may lose their healthcare:
--This bill creates a special, two-month enrollment period for
newly-uninsured to enroll in coverage through the Affordable
Care Act

More Recipes to Enjoy

By Dawn Horton
***
BLACK BEAN, CORN & CHERRY TOMATO SALAD
• 3 tablespoons red wine vinegar
• 3 tablespoons olive oil
• 2 15.5 oz. cans black beans, drained & rinsed
• 3 cups fresh corn kernels (or frozen, thawed)
• 12 cherry tomatoes, halved or quartered
• 1 avocado peeled, pitted, cut in cubes
• 2 tablespoons lemon juice
• salt & pepper
Mix all ingredients together. Serves 8.
***
COCONUT BARS - COOKIES
• 2 cups brown sugar
• ½ cup coconut
• 2 eggs
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1 cup shortening
• 2 cups flour
• 2 cups oatmeal
• 1 teaspoon baking soda
• 1 teaspoon cinnamon
• ½ cup nut meats
Cream sugar and shortening. Add beaten eggs. Sift together
flour & baking soda, baking powder, salt & cinnamon. Add to
mixture, then add nuts, oatmeal, coconut and vanilla.
Roll small tablespoon size into lady finger shape with your
hands. Flatten in pan not too close together. Cut crease almost
through.
Bake at 350 degrees on ungreased cookie sheet for about
10 minutes.
Note: I never would eat coconut until my mother made
these. Delicious.

Fowlerville Fire Department Report

May 14th
1:28 am. Life Alert Alarm Activation on Knoll Court in
Conway Township.
3:01 pm. Medical Emergency on Jessica Circle in the
Village.
May 15th
10:38 am. Medical Emergency on Mason Road in Iosco
Township.
May 16th
2:32 am. Medical Emergency on Garden Lane in the
Village.
2:07 pm. Medical Emergency on Fowlerville Road in
Conway Township.
May 17th
2:04 am. Mutual Aid to a Structure Fire on Meridian Road
in Ingham County.
8:16 am. Electrical Hazard Investigation on Gregory Road
in Handy Township.
9:22 am. Medical Emergency on Dailey Street in the
Village.
May 18th
12:15 pm. Motor Vehicle Accident on South Grand Avenue
in the Village
12:38 pm. Medical Emergency on Sharpe Road in Handy
Township.
3:50 pm. Medical Emergency on North Grand Avenue in
the Village.
May 19th
1:39 am. Medical Emergency on North Cedar Road in
Handy Township.
4:09 pm. Medical Emergency on Warner Road in Handy
Township.
5:57 pm. Power Line Down on Sargent Road in Handy
Township.
6:20 pm. Medical Emergency on Vermont Court in the
Village.
7:38 pm. Medical Emergency on Grand River in Handy
Township.
May 20th
2:02 pm. Medical Emergency on Garden Lane in the
Village.

Local lawmakers ask that county
be put in Lansing region, not
Detroit, for economic restart plan

State Reps. Hank Vaupel of Fowlerville and Ann Bollin,
of Brighton Township sent a letter to Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
last week requesting she consider making adjustments to the
MI Safe Start regions by removing Livingston County from
the nine-county Detroit region.
The governor’s plan aims to safely reopen Michigan region
by region. Under this scenario, Vaupel and Bollin contend
that Livingston County belongs with the Lansing region, not
the Detroit region. This change, they noted, would likely put
the county on track to reopen sooner.
“The number of COVID-19 cases in Livingston County
has not been anywhere near as high as the three counties
surrounding Detroit,” Vaupel said. “As of May 17, Livingston
County had just 385 confirmed cases of the virus, while
Wayne County had 19,065, Oakland County had 8,043 and
Macomb County had 6,345. Based on the data available, there
is no question that Livingston County should be on track for
reopening much more quickly than the Metro Detroit area.”
The letter also highlighted that Livingston County has
historically been grouped with Lansing in other regionalized
state government projects.
“It simply doesn’t make sense for Livingston County to
be placed in the same region as Wayne County,” Bollin said.
“The emergency preparedness regions developed by the
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services in the
past have included Livingston County in the Lansing region.
Our county has not been included in a Detroit region under
Michigan Works! Talent districts or Community Mental
Health Partnership regions. It is frustrating and confusing
that our area is now being included with Detroit.”
In the letter, the legislators requested that the governor
supply data to support the change in grouping Livingston
County with the Detroit region, stating that current data does
not support it.
The governor’s Safe Start Plan can be found on the state of
Michigan website. Currently, Livingston County is included
in MERC Region 1 but Vaupel and Bollin request it instead
be grouped with Region 5.

Shop Local
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Class of 1973
donates rebate from
sea cruise to Alumni
Scholarship Fund

When the Fowlerville High
School Class of 1973 met for
their 45th reunion in June of
2018, a number of classmates,
recalling the good time they
had on their senior trip,
thought it would be fun to
go on a Caribbean sea cruise.
John Kane, a member of the
class, subsequently organized
the excursion, inviting others
to also join the planned trip.
He noted, when pitching the
idea, that the cruise company
would provide a group rebate
if enough people signed
up. Kane proposed that any
Observing the recommended six-foot social distancing during the current COVID-19
proceeds from this would go shelter-in-place order, John Kane presented a check on behalf of the Fowlerville
to the Fowlerville Alumni High School Class of 1973 to Judy Recker, the Fowlerville Alumni President. The
Association’s
Scholarship money will go into the Alumni Association’s scholarship fund.
Fund.
up to reflect the fact that the Class of 1973 was making the
This past Feb. 1, sixty-eight members of the class and donation.
guests took off on the sea cruise, returning to the home port
Each year the Alumni Association awards scholarships to
on Feb. 8.
four graduating seniors, with each of them receiving $500.
The group was large enough to earn a rebate, so last week Donations for the fund are accepted year-round and are often
Kane presented Judy Recker—who also went on the cruise— made as a memorial to an alumnus or former teacher or staff
with a check for $1,073. He noted that the ‘73’ was rounded member.

Livingston
County
Comments
By: Doug Helzerman,
District 4
Commissioner
The Livingston County Board of Commissioners has
come to the end of the search process in filling the position
of County Administrator. A week ago Monday night, we
interviewed the two finalists: Don Parker, former chair of the
Livingston Board of Commissioners, and Nathan Burd, the
City Administrator for Adrian, Michigan. Both are desirable
candidates, though neither has had experience as a county
administrator. Nathan has been administrator in several
governmental settings. Don is very familiar with our county
system and has the varied set of experiences that come from
his work as a lawyer and his years of service in the county.
After much discussion, the commissioners came to a
unanimous decision in favor of Nathan Burd. Our team
worked out the terms of a total employment package
agreement satisfactory to the county and Mr. Burd and this
past Wednesday, May 20, the Finance Committee and the
Full Board both ratified the employment contract with our
now new County Administrator.
Before Adrian, Nathan was hired to be Village Administrator
of the Village of Wolverine Lake, Michigan. This being a
smaller government, he had hands-on experience with a
variety of functions and direct interactions with the citizens.
Nathan is a native of Ohio, where his first steps in government
service were taken. He was a legislative aide to an Ohio state
representative; he then became Deputy Director of Franklin
County’s Board of Elections. He was elected to an at-large
seat on the Reynoldsburg, Ohio, City Council. At that time
a position as the Director of Public Service opened in that
city. He thought his service to the public would have a larger
impact by serving on the permanent staff of the government.
In his interviews he talked about his ties to our area. He has
family living in Brighton. While he was at Wolverine Lake, he
sent his children to a Christian school in Livingston County.
He pictures this position in our County as the “pinnacle”
of his career and although he has had several short stays in
several places, he thinks of this as a long-term move for him
and his family.
***
We honor our veterans this weekend by remembering and
celebrating. Although traditional parades and gatherings may
not happen this year, I encourage each of you to find ways to
honor those who gave up ease, personal safety, and health to
purchase our freedom with their sacrifice. Some gave their
ultimate for you and me. It seems fitting that we would take
some reasonable risks to give them at least a small measure
of the recognition that they are due.
***
We are making plans to reopen the county buildings to

the public. We have quite a detailed blueprint to lessen the
possibility of anyone passing the virus to another person.
One of the difficulties is that our actions are based upon
the executive orders by the Governor. To this point in her
administration, she has issued over 90 such orders, many of
which have followed the spirit and the letter of the law. These
should be given to a specific area of concern and have an
ending date.
For an emergency longer than 28 days, there needs to
be agreement by both houses of the legislature that there is
still a need for the same level of emergency action. This is
to make sure no one person can have unilateral powers to
dictate for more than a specific time for specific areas of real
need. Although the viral infestation is a real problem, it has
different levels of risk. Across the whole state, only one plan
has been developed for all.
The County has to make decisions and policy based on what
is wise and what is legal and binding. When the Governor
uses powers not clearly given by the law, there is confusion
across the state, and local governments tend to make policies
that take the least amount of risk and unnecessarily limit
options of free choice. I find it troubling that we as citizens
have been given very little information that helps each of us
to put the Corona Virus in a proper context.
There are times when we as a society and as individuals
must use our collective wisdom and apply it to a new set of
circumstances. The wise will seek for true information and
work for the best long-term solution. The perverse will seek
to use the confusion to their own advantage. This is not the
time for partisanship.
I welcome your input: dhelzeman@livgov.com or 517375-4869.

recovered.
In Michigan while there are still new cases being reported,
the rate-of-infection has slowed enough that Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer has continued her slow reopening of the economy.
In accordance with her Safe Start plan that will reopen the
state in phases on a region-by-region basis, with the state
divided into eight regions, she announced early last week
that restaurants and retail stores in the Upper Peninsula and
northern Michigan can reopen in time for Memorial Day
weekend.
Later in the week the governor issued an order that
will allow retail stores and auto dealerships to reopen this
Tuesday, May 26. It also authorizes nonessential medical,
dental, and veterinary procedures to begin Friday, May
29. Small gatherings of groups of ten people or fewer, are
allowed immediately, as long as participants practice social
distancing.
“The data shows that Michigan is ready to phase in these
sectors of our economy, but we must stay vigilant and ensure
we’re doing everything we can to protect ourselves and our
families from the spread of COVID-19,” Whitmer said in a
press release. “On behalf of our brave first responders on the
front lines of this crisis, we must continue to all do our part
by staying safer at home. We owe it to them to do what we
can to stop the spread of this virus.”
Any business planning to reopen must adopt social distancing
practices and provide COVID-19 training to workers, which
must cover workplace infection-control practices, the proper
use of PPE, steps workers must take to notify the business or
operation of any symptoms of COVID-19 or a suspected or
confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19, and how to report unsafe
working conditions.
According to the order, auto dealerships and retail stores
must operate by appointment only.
The shelter-in-place order that Whitmer that extended
earlier in the month is scheduled to end this Thursday, May
28, but in her remarks last week she said that it likely will go
beyond that date.

Check us out
on our website!
The Fowlerville News & Views
is on the web!

www.Fowlervillenewsandviews.com
An E-Edition of the current weekly
issue is posted on the site.
@ Fowlerville News Online

“Over 15 Years Serving The Local Community”

Slowing down of new COVID-19 cases
prompts governor to reopen some
businesses & allow small gatherings

By Steve Horton
Another 3,300 Michigan residents were diagnosed with the
COVID-19 during the past week, bringing the total number
to over 48,300 since the virus was first detected in the state.
Of that number, 4,714 deaths have been attributed to the
disease. Last week the number stood at 4,250.
Those were the figures given this past Thurday (prior to the
newspaper deadline).
In Livingston County, there are now 378 reported cases
since the start of the pandemic, with 23 deaths. Seven days
earlier, reported cases totaled 366 and there had been 20
deaths.
In Ingham County, the number of reported cases is 605 and
the death total stands at 18. A week earlier the numbers were
539 cases and 14 deaths.
Nationwide, total cases were at over 1.430 million, with
the number of deaths being 85,234. Those who have recoverd
from the disease now total 310,259 people.
A week before the total number of cases in the nation was
over 1.263 million, with 74,810 deaths. At that time, there
were 213,109 recoveries.
Worldwide, there have been over 4.459 million reported
cases, 299,410 deaths, and 1,678,246 people who have

Deep Laser Therapy Now offered
We Offer Many Types Of adjustments Including
IMpuLse InsTruMenT aDjusTMenT

• Deep-Tissue laser therapy

Hours:
Mon 9-6:30, Tues 9-1:30, Wed 9-6:00,
Thur 9-6:00, Fri 9-5:00, Sat 9-12:00
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NIESA Fire Report (Northeast Ingham
Emergency Service Authority)

Michigan
Senate
Report

On Wednesday, May 13th, NIESA responded to six calls.
Three of the calls were medical emergencies, two were CO
alarms and there was one illegal burn at 2:51pm.
There were two medical calls on Thursday, May 14th. The
first was in Williamstown Twp at 8:30pm and the second was
in the City of Willamston at 11:50pm.
NIESA responded to six calls on Friday, May 15th. There
was a fire alarm in the City of Williamston at 4:45am. The
remaining were medicals in Locke Twp, Williamstown Twp,
Leroy Twp and the City of Williamston.
Saturday, May 16th had two medical calls. The first was in
Locke Twp at 3:11am and the second was in Leroy Twp at
12:14pm.
On Sunday, May 17th, NIESA responded to five calls. At
9:08am there was a car fire in Leroy Twp. The remaining four
calls were medical emergencies.
NIESA received two calls on Monday, May 18th. There was
a utility complaint at 7:27am in Leroy Twp and a medical in
the City of Williamston at 11:38pm.
Four medical calls were received on Tuesday, May 19th.
SAESA requested mutual aid at 1:45pm. The remaining
medical calls were in Williamstown Twp at 2:01pm,
Wheatfield Twp at 5:39pm and the Village of Webberville at
7:16pm.

By Lana Theis,
22nd District

Sen. Lana Theis, R-Brighton, issued the following
statement on Friday, May 15, after state economists at
the Consensus Revenue Estimating Conference indicated
Michigan is facing $3.2 billion in lost revenue during the
current fiscal year:
“Today economists confirmed what we have expected —
the impact to Michigan’s economy from the state’s response
to the coronavirus is deep and wide. There is no way to
sugarcoat the fact that we now face some very tough decisions
concerning the state’s budget and the programs and services
that rely on its funding. Everything from schools, roads,
police and fire departments, to other critical government
services are facing dramatic shortages. Balancing this year’s
budget and funding these priorities will be hard, but we’ll get
it done.
“This economic toll largely
caused by the governor’s
actions didn’t have to be as
bad as it is. Continuing to
Mon.–Fri. 7am–5pm
impose stay-home orders
and rules that no longer
make sense will only make
things worse, both for the
economy and budget, and
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Gerald Edmund Alchin

Gerald Edmund Alchin of Webberville passed away on
May 17, 2020 after battling Alzheimer’s Disease. Gerald
was born on September 30, 1936 in Webberville to Elmer
and Catherine (Oesterle) Alchin. He grew up working on the
family farm, first in Howell and then in Webberville.
Upon graduating from Webberville High School in 1954,
he became interested in construction and entered the field
of plumbing. In 1966, Gerald started his own business,
Alchin Plumbing Inc., of which he was owner/operator until
his retirement in 2004. He was a member of the Lansing
Mechanical Contractors Association, serving as an officer
for multiple years and earning Emeritus status, and was a
member/contractor of Lansing Plumbers and Pipefitters
Local 388/333 from 1965 until retirement.
Gerald was also a longtime member of the Michigan
Master Plumbers & Mechanical Contractors Association,
winning Contractor of the Year honors in 1989, and serving
as president during 1992-1993, eventually winning the
MPMCA Lifetime Award. He also owned the Webberville
Hardware during the late 1970’s and early 1980’s.
Gerald was a very hard worker, but also loved spending
time with his family and many friends. He had a gift for
storytelling, and liked to tell jokes as well, followed by his
own big laugh. He treasured time spent having breakfast
daily with friends at the local restaurant round table, in his
words, “solving the problems of the world”.
Gerald enjoyed traveling, many times to professional or
school board conferences around the country, and other times
to campgrounds or to visit friends. Other pastimes included
watching U-M sports, Tigers baseball and golf.
He was a devoted father and grandfather and enjoyed
attending his children’s and grandchildren’s school and sports
activities. In later life, Gerald developed an interest in toy
tractors, and over time acquired an impressive collection. He
carried an exceptionally deep love for Christmas throughout
his entire life, buying too many presents for children and
grandchildren, inviting friends and
neighbors to home Christmas parties, and spending many
years suited up as Santa’s helper.
Gerald was proud of and involved with his community, and
belonged to the Webberville Lion’s Club, United Methodist
Church, and Masonic Lodge/Elf Kurafeh Shrine, and was
named Webberville Citizen of the Year in 1992. He served
24 years on the Webberville School Board and was an
enthusiastic supporter of the Webberville FFA and Ingham
County 4-H Club. He also served 28 years on the Leroy
Township Board.
Gerald was preceded in death by his parents, Elmer and
Catherine (Oesterle) Alchin, and by his brother Ken Alchin
(Barbara) and sister JoAnn Wallace (Keith). Gerald is
survived by his loving wife of 63 years, Barbara (White),
children: Gary Alchin (Lorin Yeater), Lori Morris (Rob), and
Gregg Alchin (Sara), grandchildren: Daniel, Claire, Caroline,
Gwynne and Andrew, and sister Judy Thornton (Ray).
Interment will take place at Alchin Farm Cemetery in
Webberville. A memorial service will be held at a later
date. Memorial contributions in Gerald’s name may be
given to either the Webberville United Methodist Church
Building Fund (4215 Holt Rd., Webberville, 48892) or to
the Webberville FFA Scholarship Fund (309 E. Grand River
Ave., Webberville, MI 48892).
Arrangements were handled by the Gorsline Runciman
Funeral Homes, Williamston Chapel.
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Dire state budget forecast is another
sign the governor must reopen Michigan

Column by State Rep. Ann Bollin
COVID-19 continues to take a devastating toll on Michigan
-- in more ways than many people may realize.
Lives have been lost and livelihoods destroyed – sadly, that
has been obvious for more than two months. And now, we have
the first solid estimates of how much damage the virus and the
governor’s excessive ‘stay home’ orders are doing to the state
budget.
Income tax and sales tax revenues are down dramatically
because people are forced out of work and required to stay home.
The state’s school aid fund and general fund face a combined
revenue decline of more than $3 billion for the current fiscal
year, according to forecasts made by state economists late last
week. The outlook for the new budget year that begins Oct. 1 is
also dire. This will have devastating consequences because the
state budget affects our daily lives in countless ways.
The schools budget will have significantly less money than
previously expected. Some popular programs will have to be
reduced or eliminated. Essential public services people rely on
every day – like health care, law enforcement and road repairs
-- will be strained.
The biggest takeaway from this horrible news? We simply
cannot keep the state of Michigan closed. While the governor
has moved to partially reopen some northern Michigan counties
on May 22, more must be done.
Public health is a priority but we also have an obligation to
protect the public’s overall welfare. The longer our economy is
shut down, the worse our state budget situation will be. And the
worse things will be for Michigan workers and their families.
We can return to work and protect the public’s health.
Already, COVID-19 has forced 1.7 million Michigan workers
into unemployment. Roughly one of every three Michigan
workers has lost a job since mid-March. Over 50,000 people
have filed for unemployment in Livingston County alone. We
have small businesses on the verge of collapsing.
Most of these job losses are expected to be temporary. But
the longer a business is forced to be closed, the less likely it is
to ever reopen. Some jobs lost in Michigan over the past two
months simply will not return.
It threatens to wipe out a decade of steady economic growth
in our state.
The average daily number of new COVID-19 cases in
Michigan is clearly declining – we’ve done more than flatten the

curve. Hospitalizations are down significantly. Yet Michigan is
among the minority of states with a ‘stay home’ order still in
place. While most states are reopening their economies and
helping people get back to their daily lives, Livingston County
continues in lockdown. Who knows how many more Michigan
jobs will be lost before it is over.
I am confident we can prioritize public health and safely
and responsibly reopen our economy. I know all Michiganders
are essential and it’s time to treat them as such. As a member

of the House Appropriations Committee, I have been focused
on our budget and am committed to developing the best plan
possible under these challenging circumstances. We will have
to reduce state government’s footprint and prioritize spending,
doing all we can to fund important priorities such as schools
and road repairs to the extent possible. We can and we will be
a brighter Michigan.
(Rep. Ann Bollin, of Livingston County’s Brighton Township,
represents the 42nd District in the Michigan House.)
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Thank you

to all local farmers
and small business owners!
Please support them,
not only during
this time, but always.

Stay strong together,
Michigan!

~ Caleb and Kaila Jenkins ~
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Michigan History Center educator Christine McCreedy converted some museum gallery programs and activities to short videos, covering history topics like the Kellogg
brothers and war production during World War II, adapting them for home audiences.

Showcasing the Michigan DNR

Bringing nature & history
home for Michigan kids

By Casey Warner
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
When Michigan schools closed in March, ultimately for
the remainder of this school year, and educational recreation
venues shut down to help slow the spread of coronavirus,
many parents and caregivers began asking themselves the
same question:
“What do we do with the kids now?”
Seeing the need for more at-home learning resources,
Michigan Department of Natural Resources educators set out
to help answer that question.
“The DNR recognized early that families and teachers
were going to need engaging and relevant educational
activities while obeying the governor’s ‘Stay Home, Stay
Safe’ orders,” said Kevin Frailey, DNR education services
manager.
Frailey and others in the DNR who work on education
programs – interpreters at state park and fish hatchery visitor
centers, staffers at the Michigan History Center in Lansing
and the Outdoor Adventure Center in Detroit – while unable
to provide their normal in-person learning opportunities,
began creating videos to help teach people about a range of
nature and history topics from a distance.
These videos are available on a recently launched webpage
at Michigan.gov/NatureAtHome, along with a collection of
other resources, including virtual field trips and online tours,
scavenger hunts, games and other easy ways for families to
explore and engage with nature and history. The webpage
also has suggested reading materials and links to free nature
apps, social media pages and websites where families can
find more learning tools.
“We know you’re overwhelmed trying to teach your kids
from home,” said Natalie Elkins, DNR preK-12 education
specialist. “Start by watching the videos from DNR staff
for a stress-free addition to your new ‘learning from home’
environment – they’re educational, fun and Michigan-based.”
Frailey said DNR staffers consulted resource agencies
in other states and environmental education colleagues to
collect materials for the webpage.
“We’ve heard that many organizations and agencies are
linking to ours in lieu of creating their own site,” he said. “We
are proud to be providing leadership in these difficult times.”
The website includes a series of videos DNR education
staffers created to celebrate 50 years of Earth Day, which took
place April 22 this year. Many fairs and events associated
with the annual environmental observance, normally drawing
hundreds or thousands of people, were canceled due to the
COVID-19.
“The 50th anniversary of Earth Day was something
we wanted to celebrate even though DNR education staff
are quarantined. Their creativity was just what we needed
to celebrate five decades of Earth Day with five days of
educational and engaging videos all shot in their homes, yards
and property,” Frailey said. “With so much negative news
coming out each day, we felt these put a smile on everyone’s
face.”
Other DNR nature lesson videos featured on the webpage
cover everything from birds, frogs and snakes to tying various
types of fishing knots.
One video series on the site explores how to identify
Michigan trees. Hartwick Pines State Park interpreter Craig
Kasmer, who created the videos, calls it “Tree Detectives,” a
moniker he originally came up with for his tree ID programs
at the park.

A sensory hike – which involves finding tiny items in nature, each representing a
different “touch” or texture – is one family activity DNR educators suggested to help
get kids outdoors and using their observation skills.

“My hope was to inspire the curiosity in kids. At the
time, my nephews were just toddlers and watched Blue’s
Clues: ‘Look for clues!’ So I took that idea and used it in my
interpretation,” Kasmer said.
Kasmer and interpreters at other state parks and fish
hatcheries contacted teachers who had planned spring field
trips that had to be canceled because of coronavirus concerns
to let them know about the videos and other education
resources available on the DNR website.
They heard back from many educators about the videos’
usefulness.
“We plan to run with these and use them in our Google
Classrooms as assignments to watch and respond to,” wrote
Janet Serba, a teacher at Johannesburg Elementary in Otsego
County.
Kelly Signorello, a Gaylord Middle School teacher Kasmer
works with, posted a lesson asking her students to “go on a
virtual field trip to Hartwick Pines and be tree detectives” by
watching one of the videos and answering questions about
tree identification and pine species native to Michigan.
When the Michigan History Center in Lansing closed due
to the coronavirus pandemic, education staff there began
converting museum gallery programs and activities into short
videos.
Filmed prior to the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive
order, the first two 10-minute videos are about the Kellogg
brothers and Michigan’s war production during World War
II. The content for the videos was originally developed for
the Michigan History Museum’s Learn 517 home school
program.
“It was fun to take information and activities that aren’t
normally seen outside of the museum and adapt it for home
audiences,” said Christine McCreedy, the Michigan History
Center educator who created the activities and appears in the
videos. “We already have plans for creating more segments –
with better lighting and a microphone – once we get back to
work.”
Since then, the Center has added a series of “Museum
People Cook” videos exploring the connection between
cooking and history.
For those who want to learn more about our state’s past,
there’s also Michiganology.org. Launched in the fall of 2019,
the website includes the Archives of Michigan’s digital
collections, educational materials for K-12 teachers and
interesting stories about Michigan history.
In mid-March, the staff at the DNR Outdoor Adventure
Center in Detroit started the “Nature in Our Neighborhood”
video series.
“Since staying at home, I have really been trying to use the
resources at my disposal to create online content that is fun
and educational,” Katie Gillies, Outdoor Adventure Center
program assistant, said. “It is important to pull in resources
that viewers of the videos can access while they’re at home
too.”
One of Gillies’ favorite things about spring – “the smallest
blooming flowers that are super easy to overlook” – inspired
the neighborhood wildflower identification exercise she
created, offering an activity that families either can do
outdoors or adapt for the indoors by researching the flowers
they discovered or making their own illustrations of the
flowers to color.
Another indoor family activity Gillies suggests, and
discussed in a video, is making a reusable tote bag out of an
old T-shirt.
“This is a great opportunity to discuss the importance of
waste reduction and the longevity of material items,” she
said.
Catie Olszewski, Outdoor Adventure Center program
assistant, looked at a different way to reuse household items

One of the DNR Outdoor Adventure Center “Nature in
Our Neighborhood” videos explores how to identify Michigan wildflowers viewers discover around their homes.
in another video in the series.
“I had an interesting time piecing together resources I
could find around my house to upcycle into a nature journal,”
Olszewski said. “It has been fun trying to brainstorm
different video topics we hope viewers will enjoy and find
educational.”
The Outdoor Adventure Center videos – which also cover
topics like turtles, bees, moths and more – aim to inspire
outdoor exploration close to home.
“One of the main themes of our Nature in Our Neighborhood
series is that given our current circumstances, we obviously
are encouraging folks to explore what is literally right in the
neighborhood or backyard – and that you don’t need to live
on a woodlot or a farm to observe nature,” Natalie Cypher,
OAC program assistant, said. “You can watch the buds
change daily on your trees, look for pollinators or learn to
recognize a couple of neighborhood bird songs – and you can
do this anywhere. Maybe you’ll even find a new interest or
hobby.”
Tracy Page, DNR aquatic education coordinator and
creator of a series of videos dubbed “Tracy’s Teachings,” also
chose topics that most families can do at home with very few
materials.
“Sampling macroinvertebrates (little critters that live
in water) can be done in a ditch of water, a tiny pond or a
vernal pool in their neighborhood. Kids don’t necessarily
need to even know what they are, but finding tiny critters on
their own helps open up a whole new world of learning and
exploration,” she said.
For younger children – like Page’s daughters, ages 3 and
5 – she suggests short activities like an obstacle course, a
nature scavenger hunt or what she calls, in one of her videos,
a sensory hike.
“Their favorite is doing a ‘six touches’ sensory hike. We
use half an egg carton, and their job while we are outside is
to find six tiny items in nature that each represent a different
‘touch’ or texture. So a smooth leaf, a hard rock, a pokey
pinecone, etcetera. It is a different hike each time, and it helps
them to use their observation skills,” Page said.
With about a month of at-home learning left during this
school year – and the upcoming months when many summer
programs may be canceled to help slow the spread of
coronavirus – videos like these, and the other resources on
the DNR’s Nature at Home page, offer a variety of answers
to the question, “What do we do with the kids now?”
To learn more about the DNR’s education programs, visit
Michigan.gov/DNREducation.
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Lee
Hamilton
Column
Worrisome Trends Affecting
Representative Democracy

We’ve seen plenty of evidence lately of the deep
polarization in this country. Even in the midst of this crisis,
national politicians, the political parties, and their adherents
are finding plenty to fight over—even as, for the most part,
ordinary Americans have been remarkably united and many
governors and mayors have worked hard to handle the
coronavirus pandemic competently and guided by expert
advice.
The question as we look ahead is whether the trends we’d
been seeing before the pandemic will reassert themselves, or
instead there will be some sort of reset. Because those earlier
trends are extremely worrisome.
For years now, it’s been common for politicians to label
their rivals as unpatriotic and illegitimate. The deep freeze
in cross-aisle relations in Congress had made progress there
extremely difficult, though the crisis has given congressional
leaders and members of the Trump Administration no choice
but to keep bargaining until they hammer out agreements.
Other trends are equally problematic. The federal civil
service, for instance, has always fielded a lot of very good
people—dedicated public servants who try not to be partisan,
remain independent in their views, and support the work of
whichever administration is in power. They want to make
government work better. That has gotten much harder to pull
off in recent years, and the result is a civil service that is
losing workers, institutional knowledge, and competence.
There are still capable civil servants, many of whom have
been doing their best to keep federal services on an even keel
during this crisis, but it’s hard to escape the feeling that their
impact has been diminished.
Likewise with the judiciary, which has become more
politicized. It’s a worrisome trend in a branch of government
that has generally stood for even-handed justice and, over
the long term, strengthened Americans’ civil rights and civil
liberties. The President, however, likes to say that his biggest
achievement in office has been to put very conservative
judges into power, a claim that undermines the judicial
branch’s standing as the pillar of independence this country
long depended upon. Ideology will always play a role in
judicial choices, but making judges more nakedly political is
a destructive trend.
This extends to the media, as well. For whatever reason,
it exercises less rigorous oversight of government, and
what does exist is more partisan. While there’s coverage of
national issues and politics, the trends have led to less robust
local coverage, and a less healthy democracy.
This has to start with ordinary Americans.
As polarization has deepened, Congress has gridlocked,
presidential power has expanded (not a new thing, by the
way), and the government has become less responsive and
less effective. It took a national crisis to lay bare some of
these issues, but the trends underlying them have been going
on for some time, and fixing them will take time, too.
This has to start with ordinary Americans. Voters need
to reclaim our democracy and demand that the system that
made us a great nation—one that adhered to the checks and
balances and separate institutional responsibilities laid out
in our Constitution—be restored. At the community, state,
and federal levels, our job is to maintain the robustness of
our institutions of government, agitate to ensure that they
are performing as they should, and recognize that if the
trends I’ve laid out strengthen their grip, our representative
democracy will suffer. The threats may not be existential yet,
but they could become so.
Because here’s the thing. People may distrust government,
but just as the pandemic has made clear that at bottom there’s no
palatable alternative to an effective and competent government
system, so it’s also true that the only way ultimately to solve the
problems and worrisome trends of government is principally
through government action. Which means that in the end, as
citizens we have to forcefully step up to our responsibilities
and insist that our public officials do so, too.

SHOP LOCAL

Study finds fewer minority nurses
come from Michigan programs

By Maddy O’Callaghan
Capital News Service
Colleges and university nursing programs in Michigan
produce fewer minority graduates than those in many other
states, according to a study by the Women’s Institute for
Science, Equity and Race.
No Michigan programs made the top-50 lists for minority
nursing graduates overall or for African Americans, Hispanics,
Asian Americans and Native Americans. On the other hand,
programs in the neighboring states of Ohio, Wisconsin and
Indiana did make the lists.
The study is the Virginia-based institute’s latest annual
analysis of the top producers of minority nursing graduates at
the bachelor’s and master’s levels.
Michigan’s population is 13.81% African American, 3.06%
Asian American and 0.53% Native American, according to
the most recent American Community Survey.
The study appeared in the Feb. 20 issue of the magazine
“Diverse Issues in Higher Education.”
The founder and president of the research institute, Rhonda
Sharpe, said the situation is multifaceted, but the location of
nursing programs is one pattern she has noticed.
“Are they located in spaces with a diverse population? That
matters,” Sharpe said. “Location matters for access, and
educational quality matters.”
Kristi Robinia, the associate dean and director of the
Northern Michigan University School of Nursing, said she
has seen the limiting effects of location on its programs’
diversity.
“This is a question we have all been struggling with for
years and have put a lot of thought into,” Robinia said.
“We are very geographically bound, and part of the issue is
attracting people to come to the U.P.”
Robinia said most college students tend to stick closer to
their hometowns, and the more homogenous population in
the university’s surrounding areas makes it difficult to attract
more diverse nursing students.
To address that problem, Northern Michigan hired Jessica
Cruz as its chief diversity and inclusion officer to lead
community relations efforts outside of Marquette.

Heavy rainfall last week
results in flooding
A large amount of rain
that fell over a couple
of days early last week
resulted in flooding in the
Fowlerville-Webberville
area, along with other
areas of lower Michigan.
The severest problem
occurred in Midland when
the extra volume of water
caused the collapse of two
dams and resulted in the
draining of a lake.
Shown here is a section
of the Red Cedar River
where the water flowed
over the banks and
flooded
the
low-lying
areas on either side of
the waterway. The corner
of Wallace and Huschke
roads was closed due to
high water. In addition,
many farm fields, like this
one, had large ponds.

The university’s Strategic Implementation Program works
with high schools in Detroit and Flint to offer students
summer courses and connect them with peers who plan on
enrolling at Northern.
Cruz said the program has successfully increased diversity
there.
“The reason I like it is because it gives future students
a stronger sense of belonging,” Cruz said. “We have to be
intentional and we have to be genuine if we’re really going to
build those relations.”
Randolph Rasch, the dean of Michigan State University’s
College of Nursing, said diversity in its program was an issue
he noticed when he first got to MSU.
Rasch said that to address the problem, MSU has tried to
improve the way it looks at nursing school applications.
He said that along with GPAs and test scores, the school
needs to look at how passionate applicants are about nursing
and what they want to contribute to the profession.
“What we have to do is look beyond just admitting the top
scores,” Rasch said. “We have to look at applications in a
broader way of what they can contribute as nurses.
“If you only look at one attribute, you leave out a whole
group of people. We have to ask if we’re not admitting people
who are fully qualified to be a part of the program,” he said.
Rasch said that the Big 10 Academic Alliance includes
nursing deans who are aware of the issue and share ways
their schools are addressing it.
Other bachelor’s nursing programs in Michigan include
ones at Grand Valley State University, Central Michigan
University, Saginaw Valley State University, Ferris State
University, Eastern Michigan University and Davenport
University.
Both Sharpe and Robinia agree that the current
underrepresentation of minority students also relates to
nursing as a profession.
“We need to look at what the requirements are for nursing
and what regulations they have,” Sharpe said. “States need to
look at what they can do to address this so that there aren’t
deterrents for certain groups to become nurses.”
Robinia and Rasch said diversity in nursing is important to
patient health as well.
“We want to have our patients taken care of by people that
are reflective of the population,” Robinia said. “We want to
be well-represented.”
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Authorized Generator

Sales & Service Dealer

Generator Financing Now Available!
(517) 223-2302 • ionelectric.org

Mary, Mary quite contrary, How does
your garden grow? LOVE
By Jace Arledge
This week I was reminded of some old song classics that
I just love. A few of them had deep-rooted meaning in my
younger life and some were just feel good songs that lifted
my spirits and made life joyful amidst the trials I faced
growing up.
One song in particular that was relevant, “Love Grows
where my Rosemary goes and nobody knows like me!” There
is something about the beat, the rhythm, the lyrics that brings
joy. Songs like that remind me that if we take the simple
things and make them the important things, our entire life
can change.
This pandemic/stay at home/make some people crazy

situation has changed my perspective on things. It made
me realize that hugs, kisses, handshakes and smiles are not
to be pushed aside, that honest opinions, points of views
and differences should be welcomed, discussed and agree
to disagree if must, but they are never grounds for malice
or anger. This has really showed many of us how different
we truly are from each other. It has also shown us our gang
mentality as I have been a victim of its ugly presence a time
or two. Yet I keep loving, even after the hurt and then anger
comes in. I try to remember what it is I am commissioned to
do.
So, my challenge to you all is to put down the phones, go
outside, play tag, wrestle, throw a baseball, wave and smile
at your neighbor, give virtual hugs and kisses and tell people
you love them… Remember the simple things in life are free.
Till next time…

Kids' World News page is sponsored by:

✓ Check off the $avings

with a Farm Bureau membership!

Call Deb Holmes at (517) 546-8124 for more
information or email dholmes@ctyfb.com.

Health insurance

Prescription drug discounts

Hotel discount

Dental insurance

Grainger discount

Golf Michigan discounts

Member life insurance

Amerigas propane discount

Hearing aid discount

Auto insurance

LASIK eye surgery discount

Roadside assistance

Discounts at local businesses

Eyeglasses discount

Car rental discounts

And much, much, more!

Theme park discounts

Compliments of
Fred & Cindy Krebs
of Fowlerville
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Howell Nature Center plans soft
re-opening for public on May 29

The Howell Nature Center (HNC) announces their plan
for a soft re-open to the public with a target date of May 29.
The HNC has been working closely with local health
officials and is confident in their newly updated health and
safety protocols.
“During the financial fallback of COVID-19, our
community has helped us heal through their abundance of
kindness. We want to be there for our HNC extended family
and provide an opportunity for families to get outside in a
healthy and responsible way. Of course, we want to re-open
our gates in the right way that maximizes safety for everyone
involved. It’s really important to us that we are as safe as
possible not only for our guests, but also for our staff and
animals,” said John “JC” Carlson, CEO.
HNC is targeting Friday, May 29, as their re-open date,
giving them time to slowly bring staff and volunteers back
and ensure all health and safety COVID-19 mitigation
protocols are in place and operational. They will be operating
at a much-reduced capacity to optimize guest and staff safety,
opening the Wild Wonders Wildlife Park by reservation
only. The NatureScape and Nature Zone will remain closed
temporarily. Guests will need to make a reservation online
through HOWELLNATURECENTER.ORG, which will
allow HNC to closely monitor attendance. Admission will
only be accepted digitally, and no cash transactions will take
place. Admission is FREE for essential workers and their
families with any proof of employment. HNC will also be
announcing special hours for our frontline heroes.  All guests
must check-in with the gatekeeper upon arrival. John “JC”
Carlson emphasizes, “We ask that our guests patiently work
with us to help keep our community safe.”
While Nature Center staff have greatly missed the laughter
of children as they play and learn, they have been using this
time wisely to accomplish exciting renovations. “Thanks
to funds from the e2 Grant (supporting educational and
environmental initiatives Worldwide) from Chem-Trend’s
parent company Freudenberg, we are finishing Phase One
of major renovations to our Wild Wonders Wildlife Park to
make the trails more accessible to all visitors. Phase Two will
take place in 2021 and focus on environmental educational
interpretives.
“We are excited to unveil a new landscape that is easier
to traverse for parents with strollers and those with mobility
challenges,” said Laura Butler, Director of Wildlife and
Education.
Follow them on Facebook or visit their website at
HOWELLNATURECENTER.ORG to pre-register for your
visit and to stay-up-to-date on current information.

2020 Senior Athletic Awards

Peyton Boden

Jayci Clark

Haley Curd

Nathan Esch

Nathan Gendron

Joshua Leonard

Izzy Litz

Lauren Marquette

Jacob Nabozny

Lillie Smith

Joey Soave

Franny Updike

Sen. Theis supports approval of
additional funding for front-line
workers, others affected by COVID-19

State Sen. Lana Theis said that $524 million in federal
COVID-19 funding was recently approved by the Senate to
help deliver much-needed supplies to front-line workers and
support for families in need of financial assistance.
“Michigan’s front-line health care, public safety, and
other essential workers have been putting in long, hard hours
to ensure our safety and well-being during the coronavirus
crisis,” said Theis, R-Brighton. “While the governor’s
administration has been sitting on this critical federal funding
for weeks, today the Senate acted to direct that funding to
ensure that our front-line workers can continue to get the
resources they need to do their jobs and some financial help to
take care of themselves and their families as we continue the
fight to overcome COVID-19.”
Senate Bill 690 would provide $100 million in support pay
for first responders, such as police officers, firefighters and
EMS workers; $50 million for additional testing supplies and
personal protective equipment for workers at nursing homes
and health and day care facilities; $125 million to reduce child
care costs for essential workers; and $178 million to increase
pay by $3 an hour for direct care workers, including those
who provide care for seniors in nursing homes, disabled
individuals and individuals with mental illnesses.
Additionally, SB 690 would provide $12 million for food
processors to ensure Michigan’s food supply remains safe and
operational, $11 million for the Unemployment Insurance
Agency to immediately hire more staff to help unemployed
Michigan workers, $2.5 million in assistance to hospitality
workers who are not eligible for unemployment benefits,
$30 million for at-home learning and assessment support for
schools, and $15 million for summer schools.
“It’s important that we put this federal funding to good
use, and quickly,” Theis said. “Our state has experienced
significant hardship, both from a health care standpoint and
economically, and I am hopeful this bill gets signed as soon as
possible to help those who are helping us.”
SB 690 now heads to the House of Representatives for
consideration.

On May 18, 2020 the Fowlerville Athletic Department celebrated the Class of 2020 with a pre-recorded
ceremony. The department recognized academic and athletic achievements, participation and dedication
to Fowlerville Athletics along with scholarships and friendships! A special thank you to all the individuals
and families that contribute to the scholarships that are provided to our graduating seniors.

Thank you Seniors!
The awards ceremony can be viewed on the FHS Youtube channel, here is the link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMhFmBceNkg&feature=youtu.be

2020 Senior Awards:
Maison Z Wilkinson Memorial Scholarship:
Joey Soave, Jayci Clark, Franny Updike,
Lillie Smith
Hutchins-Near Legacy Scholarship:
Izzy Litz and Nathan Esch
Fowlerville Athletic Booster Scholarship:
Nathan Esch, Jacob Nabozny, Franny Updike,
Haley Curd, Lauren Marquette, Izzy Litz

Fowlerville Rotary Scholarship:
Jacob Nabozny, Franny Updike
Lisa C Jolliff Scholarship:
Haley Curd
IronMen:
Joshua Leonard, Nathan Gendron
IronWomen:
Peyton Boden, Haley Curd, Lillie Smith
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Webberville Elementary still accepting
preschool & kindergarten enrollments
It’s not too late to enroll your child for Preschool or
Kindergarten at Webberville Elementary School! Please
fill out/submit the form at www.webbervilleschools.org (see
Pre-K/Kindergarten Enrollment under District news) and we
will contact you. You may also call Mrs. Davis at (517) 5213071, extension 7935 for questions. Thank you! We look
forward to meeting our newest STARS!

Webberville Report
Eastern Ingham Farmers Market to
celebrate Memorial Day weekend

The Eastern Ingham Farmers Market in Williamston,
celebrates Memorial Day weekend on Sunday, May 24 in the
McCormick Park parking lot. The Market will be open from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
The Market is directing any vendor or volunteer and asking
customers to:
--stay home if you feel ill
--wear your mask
--avoid touching your face and vendor product
-- wash your hands regularly. There will be a hand washing

Webberville High
School Yearbooks
are now on sale!
They can be
purchased at:
yearbookforever.com

station available at the Market and, next door, the City›s public
restrooms are open

Jane’s Garage

Mechanic Shop & Oil Change (Formerly Randy’s Mechanical Shop)
Oil Changes First Come, First Serve

• Alignments
• A/C & Heating
• Suspension & Steering
• Flushes
• Brakes
• Interior & Ext. Detailing
Call for an Appointment
Website & Full Pricing

janesgaragefowlerville.com
(517) 223-5989 • 75 Fowlerville Rd. • Fowlerville

HARTMAN SEPTIC, LLC
RESIDENTIAL CLEANING

Serving Livingston County &
Surrounding Areas

Flexible Schedule or at Customer’s Convenience

Multiple Rate Job Discount

License #47-27

517-294-8433

Gary Hartman
Owner/Operator

“Our family serving your family”
• Water Softeners, Service & Installation
• Water Heaters (Standard & Tankless)
• Well Tanks • Sump Pumps
• New Construction • Remodeling

Senior Discounts
Ed FairFiEld
MastEr PluMbEr

517-521-3221 Cell 517-404-4150
licEnsEd & insurEd

Senior Spotlight—Cole Hull

By Dana Michalski
Cole Hull, this week’s featured senior, is the son of Kelly
and Trevor Hull and brother to Halie Hull who is in the Class
of 2022 and Samantha Hull who is in the class of 2026.
While at Webberville High School, Hull has been involved
in FFA, football and the Wilson Talent Center.
He said that he loved being able to work with retired ag
teacher, Mr. William Wheeler, adding that he has learned a lot
from him over the years of being in FFA and is very grateful.
“I have really enjoyed Cole’s participation in our FFA
Program,” said FFA Advisor Colleen Scott Keiser. “I am so
pleased that Mr. Wheeler has been able to come in and mentor
our members. Cole and his affinity for tractors definitely
benefited from it.”
Outside of school he is involved in activities such as
hunting, fishing, and farming.
‘’I want to work on a farm, after my high school career,”
said Hull.
Teachers would describe Hull as a hard worker and
independent. Among his classes was Spanish with Mrs.
Jackie Rolen.
«I appreciate how cut and dry Cole views things,” said
Mrs. Rolen. “He gets to the point and doesn’t sugar coat. He
brings a unique type of honesty and lightheartedness to the
classroom.’’
One of his best friends is fellow senior Jeffrey Michalski.
“We have been friends ever since second grade--11 years
counting,” said Michalski. “My favorite thing about Cole is
that you can talk to him, and he will be there for you and
listen. I like that in Cole. Keep your head up, and don’t let
people get to you.”
Most would agree that Hull’s work ethic will carry him far
in life after high school.
“Cole Hull is a strong worker in class and outside of
school,” said Michalski.
While at the Wilson Talent Center, Hull enrolled in the
Welding Technology Program where he enjoyed making art
out of metal and fixing metal stuff.
This foundation, he feels, will hopefully lead to a job in a
welding business where he will be able to work in his trade.
Hull’s advice to the underclassmen is to “always do your
work and not get behind at all and try your best.”

Ingham
County
Comments
By: Randy Schafer,
District 13
Commissioner
Technology is quickly and dramatically changing the way
Ingham County functions. Some employees enjoy working
from home and find they are more productive. It saves them
the time of getting dressed, driving to work, parking, and the

--be efficient when purchasing directly from vendors using
a prepared shopping list.
“Our vendors provide fresh, healthy food, but the
Market looks and feels different due to COVID-19
operational changes, including the modified Market layout
to accommodate social distancing of pedestrian traffic,” said
Market Manager Tom Cary. “The Market limits pedestrian
entrances and has one-way pedestrian traffic, along with
signs to remind patrons to observe the 6-foot distance, similar
to what grocery stores do. Vendor booths are further apart,
and prepared food will be pre-packaged and available as
take-out only.”
The Market continues to participate in food assistance
programs.
Manager Cary added that “We will also have a preorder/
prepay/pickup booth for customers who took advantage of
that option by ordering the week prior to each Market. Take
advantage of the Market’s new pre-order/pre-pay/pickup
system which opens each Wednesday for you to order vendor
products, and ordering closes each Friday at 5pm, then you
pick-up at the Market on Sunday.” Find all the details on
the Market website (www.EasternInghamFarmersMarket.
org > Shop > Vendor Products) or contact your favorite
vendors to pre-order directly with them. The vendor
contact information is also on the Market website > Meet our
Vendors
Contact Market Manager Tom Cary at 517-525-5293
or email him at EasternInghamFM@gmail.com with any
questions about the Market, the food assistance programs,
becoming a vendor, or becoming a volunteer.  Given the
enhanced safety precautions at the Market this season,
volunteers are a particular need.
related expenses of transportation, etc. For them, it is a bonus.
Others find it difficult to work from home when children
are present and desire the attention of the parents. And, they
don’t understand why it is not being given or Mom and Dad
get short with them when the work schedule is interrupted.
As the County moves forward, the question is asked how
much brick and mortar is really needed if certain employees
can and should work from home and it saves the cost of
infrastructure.
County Commissioner business is conducted through
ZOOM. Personally, I don’t like it. When there is proximity
to others, the body language, interactions prior and after
contribute to the discussion. And, there is much more thought
and reflection on issues. The meetings currently are a fraction
of the past times.
I prefer to speak with someone direct, rather than sending a
text. The tones of the voice and actually looking at the person
form a different response. Some of the problems with social
media today and the hostility it can cause would be avoided.
***
May is Foster Care Awareness Month. St. Vincent Catholic
Charities provides invaluable services for children in need.
There is a need to shed light on issues facing these youth
and the urgent need to ensure that all children have a safe,
loving, and stable place to call home. It’s also a time to
honor the foster parents, families, volunteers, child welfare
professionals and members of the community, who strive to
help children in foster care lead happy and healthy lives.
My niece and her husband served as foster parents. They
are amazing people who worked with Catholic Charities and
accepted four severely neglected children into their home
until a permanent home could be found. In addition, they
adopted five children. They had three children of their own.
Family get-togethers are absolutely wonderful. One can only
marvel at how blessed these children and the entire family
has been because of Foster Care.
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Steve
Horton
Column
Science & Politics

When I began classes at Michigan State University in
the fall of 1969, among the required courses for freshmen
was Natural Science. We were expected to take it for three
quarters (a full school year), with the initial ten weeks
focused on physics.
I was commuting from home, one foot still in the hometown
social scene and the other testing the waters of college life.
All too soon I discovered my high-school study habits would
not cut the mustard at this institution of higher learning.
This became even more evident when my grades arrived
in late December, a couple of weeks after final exams. To my
chagrin, I had a pair of B’s in classes I would have aced in
high school and, as for Natural Science, a shocking D.
That winter, residing in a dormitory on campus, I vowed to
improve my science grade—not an easy task since the subject
had never engaged my interest.
The emphasis for the second term was biology. I dutifully
read each chapter of the textbook, took notes at the lectures,
and—for good measure—completely re-read the entire book
prior to the final exam.
I got a C, which I regarded as a major achievement.
Fifty years later, I haven’t retained much of those long-ago
lessons, although it did give me a rudimentary awareness of
how a cell functions and a slighlty-better grasp of how tissues,
organs, and biological systems work. As for the earlier physics
class, about the only thing I recall is the professor reciting the
famous quote by Isaac Newton: “If I have seen further than
others, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.”
The advances of science are usually incremental, a slow and
steady pace forward, although on occasion an unexpected
leap occurs. For the most part it is a collaborative gathering
of knowledge, gained through hypothesis, followed by testing
and experimentation, and the review of peers.
Ultimate truth, I suppose, is the Holy Grail. But since that
can never be certain, the final conclusion is called a ‘theory.’
As such, it stands as the accepted version until a better
explanation comes along.
Since the first news reports began appearing earlier this
year that a novel coronavirus posed a threat, the warnings
from the epidemiologists and other medical people with an
expertise in this field have pretty much come to pass. The
disease spread like wild fire out of China, reached Europe,
and all-too-soon arrived in the United States.
Once here, the rate-of-infection shot up, as predicted, with
thousands of people coming down with what has come to
be known as the COVID-19 virus. During the intervening
weeks, most of those patients have recovered, experiencing
only mild symptoms and were able to stay at home. However,
thousands of people have ended up in the hospital, suffering
life-threatening symptoms, and thus far over 90,000 have
died.
The victims included the elderly and people with underlying
medical conditions, but seemingly healthy people also
succumbed to the disease. The poor, as is often the case in a
pandemic, got hit the hardest; however, the rich and famous
have not been spared.
As Michiganders are well aware, our governor declared a
state of emergency when two residents were diagnosed with
COVID-19 and then suspended in-person classes at the K-12
schools, followed by the closure of restaurants and other
businesses where large numbers of people gather in close
proximity. This was quickly followed by her shelter-in-place
order and the shutting down of many other businesses and
services, along with the banning or curtailment of numerous
recreational or social activities.
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s strategy—recommended by
the health experts—was to slow the spread of the disease by
limiting person-to-person contact as much as possible and,
when folks are out-and-about, employing social distancing.
The goal is to “flatten the curve.”
As we are also well aware, the order—its scope and
application—has not been met with agreement in all quarters.
The adverse impact on businesses, the number of employees
out-of-work, and the downturn in general economy have been
brought up as a counterpoint. Plus, a number of people feel

their rights are being violated by the stay-at-home directive
and the closing of their businesses.
Interestingly, a person’s political allegience or cultural
outlook seems to determine their views concerning the
coronavirus—how much of a threat it poses and the best
remedy for dealing with it. Even the accuracy of the death
count has become a matter of disagreement.
COVID-19, like so much else, has become another
battleground in the partisan wars.
Being in business and dependent on other businesses in
this community for my livelihood, the closures have hurt.
Yet, the science of social distancing as a means of slowing
the spread of the disease makes sense.
While I, like the rest of Michigan and the rest of the world
for that matter, want things “to get back to normal as soon
as possible,” the risks need to be taken into account and not
cavalierly brushed aside.
Call me perverse, but I put faith in people who not only
read that biology book in college, but have gone on to read
even more complex textbooks, earned degrees, and have
words like doctor, scientist, and health professional affixed
to their name.
While I have gained a decent amount of knowledge
since attending MSU (at least I think so), along with the
benefits of experience—much of it from trial-and-error—I
don’t profess to be an expert on viruses, how they spread,
effective treatments for them, and the best strategies for their
curtailment. In that regard, I find a little humility useful since
it wouldn’t take much to expose my ignorance were I to offer
advice one way or the other.
I would hazard a guess that many people who have been
expressing firm opinions on this and other related matters
regarding this brand-new coronavirus have about the same
level of scientific and medical expertise as I do, which is
very little even with my having the advantage of reading that
‘Introduction to Biology’ book twice in college.
On the other hand, I believe I stand on steadier ground
knowledge-wise when it comes to politics—a catch-all word
for election campaigns, day-to-day governance, and publicpolicy discourse.
Of course, discussion of politics would usually include
politicians, be they elected or appointed officials, candidates,
and their campaign staffs.
Over the years, I’ve had the pleasure of meeting and in
many cases getting to know these men and women who
run our government—or want to. While bashing politicians
is a national pastime, I’ve found most of them to be decent
enough—guided by principles, a wish to serve, and a
viewpoint on how to make the world a better place.
True, they tend to be ambitious and self-assured, but then
running for office or being a public official is not for shrinking
violets.
I should add that my main acquaintance with politicians—or
politics for that matter—has been at the local and state levels:
First as a young enthusiast, then as an interested citizen, and
finally as a reporter and commentator.
Politics can be high-minded, even a noble calling, yet—
when you strip away the veneer—it’s about obtaining and
then exercising power…the means of deciding who gets
to control government, determine policies, and influence
society—now and in the future.
It is often a bare-knuckled affair, with the rules of
engagement and fair play not always observed.
In fact, as we well know, there can be a dark side where
public officials, candidates, campaign operatives, office staff,
and diehard partisans are misleading, even deceptive, in
their use of language and approach to facts—a fancy way of
saying that ‘truth’ or a close proximity to it is not always a
priority or a concern.
In George Orwell’s famous book 1984, the protagonist,
Winston Smith worked at the Ministry of Truth with the job
of rewriting history.
He might feel right at home with some of our current
political practices, joining those who create attack ads, put out
slanted news releases, offer spins, walk back embarrassing
comments, claim that a former position is not contrary to a
current stance, and hold the opposition to a higher standard
than their own.
He’d also understand the time-honored tactic of ‘waving
the bloody flag’ as a means to incite the emotions or divert
attention from other issues, along with the corruption of
language as a political tool—better know as propaganda.
Of course, while offering that less-than-flattering
observation, this brand of politics—with two main political
parties vying for power—is how we operate our representative
democracy. So, while not always liking the unsavory side of
campaigns and governance, it beats a dictatorship, one-party
state, or closed society where an outspoken or contrary view
is treated as criminal.
However, that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t strive for

improvement or speak out against the excesses and untruths.
Nor should we regard civility and high standards of conduct
as exceptions to the rule.
The doctors, scientists, and health professionals advising
us on the current pandemic may not be infallible or “the
end all”—after all none of us are that—and other important
considerations need to be part of the decision-making,
including the impact that closures and stay-at-home directives
are having on the economy and people’s livelihoods.
Still, their input ought not be summarily dismissed because
it’s politically inconvenient or contradicts a preferred
narrative. Nor should their value, not to mention reputations,
or the importance of science and the scientific approach, be
sacrificed at the altar of political expediency or become a
casualty in the partisan disputes.

MOLLISON LAW OFFICE, PLC
William R. Mollison, J.D.

101 E. Grand River Avenue, PO Box 456
Fowlerville, MI 48836

Practice of Law
• Probate • Estate Planning
• Guardianship & Conservatorship • Elder Law

Telephone: 517-223-1333
Free Initial Consultation
Credit Card Payment Accepted

E-mail: mollisonlawoffice@yahoo.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
HANDY TOWNSHIP
Due to the Governor’s Executive Order 20209, re: COVID 19. Handy Township has decided
to close its offices to the public through May 31,
2020 or until further notice. We will still be available on Mon., Wed., & Thurs., from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. by phone, fax or email. We will be monitoring our drop box on a regular basis. If you require
some sort of business in the building please call
517-223-3228 prior and we will take each request
on a case by case basis.
Please stay home, stay safe and stay healthy.
Handy Township Board
Laura A. Eisele, Handy Township Clerk
(5-24-20 FNV)

VILLAGE OF WEBBERVILLE
POSITION AVAILABLE
The Village of Webberville is now accepting
applications for a temporary full time Department
of Public Works Laborer position. The position
will be Monday – Friday from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
This position could require overtime or weekend
work. Knowledge of equipment, materials and
techniques used to perform various public works
functions would be beneficial. This position will
fill as soon as possible. Hourly wages will be
determined based on skills and experience. Any
interested person can send an application AND
resume to:
Village of Webberville
ATTN: Jaymee Hord
115 S. Main Street
P.O. Box 389
Webberville, MI 48892
Or to:
jhord@villageofwebberville.com
Applications can be found at the Village Office:
Monday-Friday 8am – noon and 1-5 pm. or on the
website at www.villageofwebberville.com Look under the other tab for Employment Opportunities.
The Village of Webberville is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Jaymee Hord
Village Clerk/Treasurer
517-521-3984
jhord@villageofwebberville.com
(5-24 & 5-31-20 FNV)
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NEIGHBORHOOD CLASSIFIED SECTION
Call (517)223-8760

Office Located at 206 E. Grand River, Fowlerville MI
Fowlerville News & Views

BUSINESS SERVICES

-DEADLINE THURSDAY BY 3PMDIRECT CARE STAFF NEEDED: To take care of disabled adults
in Howell. DL/ID, GED/Diploma needed. Call Barb at 810 5883724.
***
EVANS GARAGE DOOR REPAIR AND INSTALLATION.
Spring replacement. Wayne Dalton garage doors and Lift Master
garage openers. “Our Business is Up & Down.” Call anytime 517223-9905.
***
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR: Lawn Mowers, Rototillers, Pressure
Washers, and Most Other Small Engines. Fowlerville. Call Steve @
517-294-2018.
***
PAINTING/POWER WASHING. Houses (Interiors and
Exteriors), Decks. Trailer Homes. New Construction, Repaints,
References, Written Contracts. Free Estimates. Guarantees. 517599-6166.
***
TRAILER REPAIR: Wheel Bearings, Lights, Axles, Springs and
Most Other Trailer Services. Fowlerville. Call Steve @ 517-2942018.
***
I BUY FIREARMS: Rifles, Shotguns or Handguns. If you have
firearms you no longer need – Call me! (517) 294-6406. In business
since 2006.
***
TREE SALE: Pines & deciduous, landscaping rocks, etc. TC
guaranteed best deal. 517-245-9268.
***
POWERWASH and DECK CARE of LIVINGSTON COUNTY.
House/Roof Washing. Soft Wash Available. Deck Clean/Stain/Seal.
Since 1996. 517-657-5400. See Us on Facebook!
***
ROOF REPAIR SPECIALIST -517-245-9268.
***
MAHAR’S GREENHOUSES: Come See What’s Blooming!
Beautiful Hanging Baskets, Flowers & Vegetables and More! 4621
Beard Rd., Byron. Sunday thru Friday (10 to 5) and Saturday
(10 to 6). Special hours for customers 60-plus or high risk due to
COVID-19 Monday and Friday (9 to 10am). 989-634-8171. Follow
Us on Facebook.
***
SHANER’S CUTTING EDGE- Lawn Maintenance Workers
Wanted. Zero-turn mower operator, trimmers and driver needed.
Must have good driver’s license. $10-$13/hour. Great for stay at
home college student. (517)223-7523, leave message and we will
return your call.
***
LAWN CARE: Residential & Commercial Mowing. Senior
Discounts. 517-861-1092.
***
BIG DAVE’S LAWN SERVICE. 30 years experience. Free
Estimates. Senior Discount. Call 248-622-6458.
***
MOWBOYZ. We are local mowing service. Discounts to elderly
and veterans. Call Cliff for a Quote. 517-294-3311.
***
DRIVEWAY GRAVEL INSTALLED 5 yards minimum, grading
and skidsteer work. Insured. 30 years experience. Call Chris 517204-5127.
***
FOR RENT: FOWLERVILLE APARTMENT, two bedroom,
two bath, laundry room, extra storage off deck $800 per month.
Please call 517-521-3412.

BIGOS

EQUIPMENT
RENTAL
Skytrak
Mini Excavator

with grapple - all size buckets

Track Skid Steer
Rubber Tire Skid Steer

Post hole auger, grapple bucket &
trencher attachments available.

50 ft. Man Lift 4x4 Self Propelled
50 ft. Man Lift
Pull Behind Trailer Style

Concrete Buggy
Pick Up or Delivery

All equipment is in excellent condition.

Daily or Weekly Rental

Fowlerville, MI

517-223-5000
Visit us at

www.bigosprecast.com

TRASH REMOVAL: Estates, Pole Barns, Houses, Mobile Homes,
Basements, Garages, Commercial Buildings. Full service. “We do
all the work.” Cheaper than a dumpster. Insured. Call Jay at 517980-0468.
***
AUSTIN HARDWOOD FLOORING: 25 years experience. Refinishing. Veteran owner, local contractor, affordable rates, senior
discounts. Free Estimates! (517) 375-6143
***
BRENDA’S PET GROOMING--Quiet home setting. Saturdays
only. Iosco Road, Webberville. By appointment only. Please call
517.294.0209.
***
BOB’S HANDYMAN SERVICE 517.604.0138 “I can fix it”.
Remodeling, frame/trim/tile work, roofing, painting, bathrooms etc.
***
SEWING MACHINE REPAIR: Free pick-up and delivery. Oneyear guarantee. 30 years experience. Call for estimate. Ph: 517-5524000.
***
D&R ROOFING & SIDING: New homes, tear-offs, recovers,
gutters, flat roofs. Call Don at (517) 548-3570 or (517) 376-2064.
***
EXCAVATION SERVICES—
Driveway Grading & Stone,
Debris Removal & Cleanups
Trenching, Grading Topsoil & Seeding
Ditch Cleaning & Brush Hogging & Site Clearing
Stump Grinding
517-375-2789.
***
R&D HOME SOLUTIONS L.L.C. Handyman/Home Repairs. No
job too small! 30 years experience. Insured. Call 810-279-8526.
***
S & H SMALL ENGINE REPAIR. Free pick up and delivery
with purchase of Platinum Service Special, $189.99 plus parts.
Includes engine oil and filter change, replace air and fuel filters,
sharpen mower blades, grease all fittings, inspect entire machine for
proper operation, and wash and wax machine. Call 517-715-3868.
Manufacturer certifed repair with two week guarenteed turn around!
Lawn & Garden Tractors, Zero Turns & much more.
***
CASH 4 CARS!!!
WE BUY RUNNING CARS/TRUCKS/SUV
2200 N BURKHART. HOWELL MI
(810) 691-5030 stop by or we can come to you
CASH4CARSAUTOSALES.COM
***
APPLIANCES HAULED AWAY. $15 each. Also furniture. Call
517-546-0862.
***
WANTED—DISABLED VEHICLES & SCRAP METAL.
Paying more than scrap prices for most vehicles. Call John 517225-8291.

MARION TOWNSHIP
SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED
MINUTES
May 14, 2020
Regular Electronic Meeting
The regular electronic meeting of the Marion
Township Board was held on Thursday, May 14,
2020 at 7:30 pm. Members Present: Hanvey,
Andersen, Stokes, Beal, Durbin, Lowe, Lloyd.
Members Absent: None. The following action
was taken: 1) Call to the Public. 2) Motion carried
to approve agenda; motion carried to approve
consent agenda. 3) Motion carried to schedule
2020-21 budget public hearing for 6/25/20 meeting and budget information presented at 6/11/20
meeting. 4) Motion carried to accept proposal
from Total Security Solutions for countertop protection (Lloyd, Lowe—no.) 5) Motion carried to
table township roads discussion until 6/25/20
meeting. 6) Motion carried to authorize supervisor to get a quote from Pat DeBottis to fix parking
lot swale and parking blocks. 7) Correspondence
& Updates. 8) Call to the Public. 9) Motion to adjourn at 8:31 pm.
Tammy L. Beal, MMC
Township Clerk
Robert W. Hanvey
Township Supervisor
(5-24-20 FNV)

Michigan
House
Report
By Dr. Hank Vaupel,
47nd District

Happy Memorial Day Weekend everyone! During this
weekend, I hope we can all take a moment to remember
those that have made the ultimate sacrifice for our country.
This Memorial Day may look different so as we honor our
fallen heroes let’s remember that we are still in a Pandemic
so celebrate safely by observing social distancing, sanitation
and wear a mask where feasible.
***
This past Friday I had my second virtual Coffee Hours on
Zoom. I want to thank John Perry for moderating and Sheriff
Mike Murphy and the House Legal Counsel for joining me.
We had a great discussion on the lawsuit against Governor
Whitmer challenging the length of time a Governor may
extend an emergency order without the input of the legislature
and how difficult it is to enforce. Thank you to everyone who
joined me and submitted questions. If you have any other
questions or concerns, feel free to email me at HankVaupel@
house.mi.gov or call my office at 517-373-8835.
***
I know that many of you are curious about the lawsuit the
Legislature filed against the governor as well. Currently, we
are preparing for the lawsuit to end up going to the Michigan
Supreme Court. There are three parts of the lawsuit. 1. Does
the Legislature have standing to sue? 2. Is the Governor
in violation of the 1976 Law? and 3. Is the Governor in
violation of the 1945 Law? The Court of Claims judge will
likely rule on the lawsuit before this weekend, as of 8 a.m.
Thursday morning on May 21st such a ruling has not been
made. The ultimate decision will in all probability be made
by the Supreme Court of Michigan as the underlying question
is separation of powers as outlined in our constitution.
***
Governor Whitmer also released a plan to reopen Michigan
with counties being separated into regions. Livingston
County was put into Region 1 with the City of Detroit, and
Oakland, Wayne, and Macomb counties. Representative Ann
Bollin and I sent a letter to Governor Whitmer asking to be
listed with the Lansing region. This region is far more similar
to Livingston County geographically and also in number of
Covid-19 cases and the potential for spread of the pandemic.
We believe that our county should be reopened far sooner
than counties surrounding the Detroit area considering we
have far less cases. You can view the letter that we sent on
RepHankVaupel.com
***
The House Oversight Committee on Governor Whitmer’s
handling of COVID-19 met last week with a hearing from the
Unemployment Agency. During this hearing, UIA director
Steve Gray informed us of a new online callback form we
can submit for constituents to receive a call from UIA. My
office has been using this portal now and currently we have
256 constituents who still have not been helped with their
benefits. I know many of you have reached out to my office
with issues regarding your application.
The Unemployment Insurance Agency is a department
under Governor Whitmer, so please be aware that I have no
control of when UIA may get back to you after my office
submits a callback form. Please be patient with us as my
staff and I are doing what we can to help all of you. We have
currently helped over 450 Livingston County residents!
If you have a problem with your unemployment, feel free
to contact my office and give a detailed explanation of the
problem alongside your name, address, phone number, claim
number (starts with C and ends with -0), and Letter ID if you
have one (starts with L00).
***
Visit www.michigan.gov/coronavirus or www.GOPhouse.
org for the latest updates on the COVID-19 in Michigan.
Please know I hear all of your concerns when you contact
me. These are unprecedented times and we all must work
together.
For health-related questions about coronavirus, Michigan
residents can call 1-888-535-6136. The hotline is open every
day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For updates regarding our community specifically, please
visit www.livgov.com/health. For updates from the CDC,
please visit www.cdc.gov/coronavirus.
Businesses can also contact the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation hotline to find out what programs
are available to help. This number is 1-888-552-0103.
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KODET’S
HARDWARE

PAINT SPECIAL - BUY ONE GET ONE FREE!
Instantly on each gallon of EasyCare® Ultra Premium
Interior or Exterior Paint or Woodsman Exterior Stain.
AAFA certification
applies to EasyCare
Platinum and EasyCare
Ultra Premium interior
paint in flat, eggshell
& satin sheens,
and all colorants.

*Excludes EasyCare 365®. Limit five 1-gallon cans or one 5-gallon pail per offer. Price of the second
gallon must be of equal or lesser value than the first gallon. Consumer responsible for taxes & fees.
Certain exclusions apply. See store for details. EasyCare® Woodsman® Oil Stains not available in all
states depending on local laws & ordinances. Offer valid at participating stores 5/18 - 5/31/20.

Screen
Pet
PetScreen
Screen

We have
LUMBER!

We have
hand sanitizer
“IN STOCK!”

Fowlerville Hardware Hours: Mon. - Sat.
8 amMon.
- 6 pm- Sat.
Hours:
110 W. Grand
River
Fowlerville
Hardware
Sun.
11
am
3 pm
8
am
- 6- pm
517-223-8731
110 W. Grand River

“Behind every project is a True Value.”

517-223-8731

FOWLERVILLE
110 W. Grand River • 48836

517-715-6110

WILLIAMSTON
139 S. Putnam St. • 48895

517-655-1622

Sun. 11 am - 3 pm
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Primary Care Physicians urge not
delaying healthcare during pandemic

WHAT:

The 8th Annual ‘Run for the Impact’ is Happening Now!

WHERE: Run or Walk a 5K or 1-Mile, outside or on a treadmill!
WHEN:

Any time and any place before Midnight on June 12, 2020!

WHY:

To help support the many programs of Family Impact Centers!

HOW:

Register at
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Fowlerville/RunfortheImpact3

HOW MUCH: $25 per person ~ Price includes a special T-shirt!
*To register other than by going online, call 517-223-4428 for further instructions*

Thank You!
81.3%

80.3%

79.5%

72.4%

The above graph was as of May 18, 2020.

The Federal 2020 Census deadline
has been extended.
Please respond to my2020census.gov
or call 844-330-2020.
Questions? Call Allison at 517-540-8803.

The state’s family physicians, pediatricians, obstetricians/
gynecologists, and psychiatrists are urging Michiganders not
to ignore their healthcare needs during the current COVID-19
pandemic.
Heart attacks, broken bones, and other medical emergencies
requiring immediate attention are still happening every
day. Children still need vaccinations to protect against lifethreatening contagious illnesses like measles and whooping
cough. Pregnant mothers still need prenatal care to protect
their and their babies’ health. People suffering from
depression and anxiety still need behavioral healthcare.
Adults and children with diabetes and asthma still need help
managing their chronic illnesses.
“These and other acute and chronic conditions haven’t
disappeared because COVID-19 is here. Seeking necessary
healthcare is just as important today as it was before,”
said Keerthy Krishnamani, MD, MBA, a family physician
at Henry Ford Health System and president of Michigan
Academy of Family Physicians (MAFP).
That’s why MAFP and the Michigan Association of
Osteopathic Family Physicians, Michigan Chapter of the
American Academy of Pediatrics, Michigan Section of the
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and
Michigan Psychiatric Society are reminding residents that
primary care physicians are available and prepared to provide
care safely and efficiently.
“Health is too important to avoid seeking care. People
should call their primary care physician if they have a concern.
Your doctor will help you determine if you need to be seen in
person, or if you can be treated over the phone or by video.
We are here to take care of you and your family, as always.
How we do that just might look a little different than in the
past,” said Sharon Swindell, MD, FAAP, president of the
Michigan Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics.
Anyone experiencing life-threatening symptoms, such as
chest pain, difficulty breathing, slurred speech, or abdominal
pain, should call 9-1-1 or seek immediate care at the
emergency room.
“Every minute counts when someone is experiencing a
medical emergency,” said Dr. Swindell.
Care that should not be postponed includes:
--Treatment for chronic conditions, such as asthma,
diabetes, and kidney disease
--Treatment for acute conditions, such as symptoms of
heart attack and stroke
--Treatment for severe injuries, such as broken bones and
deep cuts
--Mental health needs, such as depression, anxiety, and
suicidal thoughts
--Pediatric immunizations that protect children from
communicable diseases
--Prenatal care for pregnant mothers
Should you require in-person care, you can be assured that
primary care physician offices and hospitals have put even
more stringent infection prevention and control measures in
place to protect you and your family from COVID-19.
“Not seeking necessary healthcare out of fear of getting
COVID-19 is actually more dangerous than the virus itself,”
said Kristen Sumners, DO, president of the Michigan
Association of Osteopathic Family Physicians and a family
physician with Lakeshore Health Partners in Zeeland.
Sumners continued: “By adhering to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s recommendations, physicians’
offices and hospitals are safe places to be. We are continually
sanitizing and disinfecting even the smallest surfaces, like
doorknobs and light switches. Our healthcare teams wear
personal protective equipment and require patients to wear
masks as well. Staff and patients are screened for COVID-19.
Patients no longer wait for their appointment in the waiting
room and social distancing is practiced. The healthcare
community is taking every step to protect the health and
safety of patients and healthcare workers.”
Pointing to studies showing that individuals who have
an ongoing relationship with a primary care physician have
better health outcomes, longer lives, and lower healthcare
costs than those who don’t, Dr. Krishnamani encourages all
Michigan residents to establish and maintain a relationship
with a primary care physician.
“Primary care doctors provide comprehensive, coordinated,
continuous care. Because we really get to know our patients
and their health histories over an extended period of time, this
enduring relationship allows us to provide patient-centered
care. This is even more important during a public health
emergency like COVID-19,” he said.

