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Save-On Family Foods in Downtown Fowlerville—like other grocery stores and supermarkets across the nation and in
Michigan—has been a busy place during the past couple of weeks as people have come in to stock up on different items
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. While dealing with that increased demand, the Habba family, owners of the store, have
also had to deal with ﬁnding hard-to-get supplies of popular merchandise and also keep the place as clean and sanitized
as possible. They’ve handled the challenge and additional stress, including concerns about their own safety, with their
usual hard work and good humor. From left are Jason, ‘Big’ Mike, Sue, Al, and ‘Little’ Mike.

Closures, shelter-in-place order has
impacted area businesses differently

By Steve Horton
“Exponentially”—meaning more and more rapidly— has been
the go-to word used by health experts and public ofﬁcials to
describe the spread of the COVID-19 virus across the world and
now across the United States and Michigan.
As of Thursday, March 26, (when the newspaper went to press),
the ﬁrst death of a Livingston County resident from the novel
coronavirus had occurred the day before.
The most current numbers were:
--Livingston County-16 conﬁrmed cases and one death;
--Ingham County, 18 conﬁrmed cases;
--Michigan- 2,900 conﬁrmed cases in Michigan and 60 deaths,
--United States- 54,453 cases and 737 deaths;

--Worldwide- 490,271 cases and 22,156 deaths.
While there wasn’t a number in the United States, 118,059
people have been listed as recovering from the disease.
That’s a dramatic acceleration from Jan. 19th when a man from
Washington state became the ﬁrst reported case in the United
States and March 10th when two Michigan residents—a man
from Wayne County and a woman from Oakland County—tested
positive.
The arrival of the virus in the state on that latter date and
its spread prompted Gov. Gretchen Whitmer to begin issuing
executive orders aimed at slowing the infection rate. She started
off by suspending classroom instruction for all public and private
K-12 schools, following the lead of Michigan State University
and other colleges in the state who had switched to on-line classes.

Continued on page 10
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United Way’s Community COVID-19
Relief Fund to assist area agencies

Livingston County United Way’s COVID-19 Relief Fund
will be assisting area agencies in their efforts to help residents
during the current coronavirus pandemic.
In a news release last week, the organization invited local
501c3, nonproﬁts, providing emergency services to the
residents impacted by COVID-19 in the community to apply
for funds.
“The Livingston County United Way’s Community COVID-19 Relief fund will begin by deploying funds to local
agencies that are providing direct assistance to people with
food, housing, utilities and other basic needs during this pandemic situation,” said Anne Rennie, the United Way executive director.
In order to move funds quickly and not further burden
agencies on the frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic, local
agencies can submit a grant request for relief funds using an
electronic application located at http://www.lcunitedway.org/
coronavirus/
“As fundraising efforts continue, funds will be released on
a rolling basis, making it possible to deploy resources quickly
and adapt to evolving needs,” Rennie said, adding that “Basic
needs will be prioritized, but does not mean there may not be
other unseen circumstances that could require funding.”
To learn more about the Livingston County United Way’s
Community COVID-19 Relief Fund grant opportunity, visit http://www.lcunitedway.org/coronavirus/
If an individual or company would like to donate to the
fund, click on this link http://igfn.us/form/ukDgsg , text
Livcohelp to 41444 or mail a check payable to Livingston
County United with “Community Relief Fund” noted in the
memo line. Mail checks to LCUW at 2980 Dorr Rd, Brighton,
MI 48116. For more information, visit lcunitedway.org.
Please contact Anne Rennie at arennie@lcunitedway with
any questions or concerns regarding Livingston County
United Way’s Community COVID-19 Relief fund.

PUBLIC NOTICE
HANDY TOWNSHIP
Due to the Governors Executive Order 20209, re: COVID 19. Handy Township has decided to
close its offices to the public until Monday, April 6,
2020 or until further notice. We will still be available
during our regularly published hours by phone, fax
or email. We will be monitoring our drop box on a
regular basis. If you require some sort of business in
the building please call 517-223-3228 prior and we
will take each request on a case by case basis.
Please stay home, stay safe and stay healthy.
Handy Township Board
(3-22 & 3-29-20 FNV)

Livingston County Catholic Charities
continues to remain open to clients

A Message to Our Community

As the COVID-19 situation continues to unfold,
Livingston County Catholic Charities has had to make
modiﬁcations to protect our clients and staff. LCCC will be
open for individual counseling with the goal of providing
Telehealth (phone counseling) during the listed dates and
times. LCCC plans to resume normal business hours on April
14, 2020 unless further advised.
For those that require a face-to-face session, please advise
your counselor. The reception area is open for the client only
(parents may come in to check in a child). All drivers or
family members must remain in their cars while your loved
one is in session due to the limited space in our reception
area.
Tuesday, March 31, 12 – 8pm
Wednesday, April 1, 9am – 5pm.
Friday, April 3, 9am – 5pm.
Tuesday, April 7, 12 – 8pm.
Wednesday, April 8, 9am – 5pm.
For your protection, we continue to maintain CDC suggested
cleaning protocol.
Senior Community Liaisons (formerly Resource Advocates)
are still providing services to all seniors over the phone (in
person only if necessary to obtain signatures/proofs for
applications for essential services i.e. health care coverage /
food support; delivery of essential items).
Much can be done over the phone to assist seniors: low
income applications, Medicare info and enrollments, connect
to resources, info on Long-term Care options, census
reporting, Home Heating Tax Credits and Property Tax
Credits, prescription assistance and more.
The Volunteer Caregiver program is still operational with
staff and volunteers who are picking up and delivering food
boxes from Gleaners and other essential needs, prescriptions
and more for home-bound seniors. For any senior in need of
assistance, please have them call our ofﬁce and ask for Jamie
or Katie at 517-545-5944 x 121. All other direct contact with
seniors is suspended until April 14.
Reminder: LCCC has suspended all groups including
Engagement, Substance Use, Caregiver Support along with all
Special Ministries programming and Be Our Guest Adult
Day until April 14. LCCC will continually be monitoring the
situation and adjust the schedule as the situation evolves. Up
to date information and community supports can be found on
our Facebook page and website.
http://www.livingstoncatholiccharities.org/
As developments continue, we will respond accordingly in
order to protect the health of our coworkers, volunteers and
the people that we serve. Thank you for your understanding
and patience as we all navigate this difﬁcult time.

Fowlerville Feed &
Pet Supplies Inc.

Still Open For Business!
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday thru Friday
and 8am to 1:30pm Saturday

As we all are aware, the COVID-19 virus pandemic has
changed how we go about our daily activities, including our
jobs, school, church, and the general everyday things we take
for granted.
From the Fowlerville Area Fire Department’s standpoint, we
also have somewhat modiﬁed our daily routine from screening
our dayshift personnel for virus symptoms as they report to
duty each morning to approaching our dispatched emergencies
with additional personal protective equipment such as masks,
gloves, eye protection, and gowns and also modifying our
regular response to calls in regard to our station stafﬁng.
All of these modiﬁcations are intended to minimize the risk
for both the community that we serve as well as keeping our
ﬁrst responders healthy and able to respond to emergencies
when called upon.
We are in daily contact with our local agencies such as
Emergency Management, Health Department, Livingston
County Ambulance and surrounding Fire Departments. We
also monitor state resources for the latest information and
updates and adjust, if necessary, our response plan for the
community.
Among the things we can do for each other is to be sure
to avoid any activities that would expose you to this virus.
These include washing your hands often, social distancing
the recommended six feet, ‘Stay Home-Stay Safe as much
as possible, and, when going shopping, please get enough
supplies for you and your family and avoid the overpurchase
of items that are running in short supply so our friends and
neighbors are able to get what they need also.
Before I conclude this information, I would like to pass on
several things that I see happening around the community. I
have seen organizations reaching out to assist others such as
Torch 180 that has just recently begun operations. They are
providing hot meals to those in need several days a week. The
Family Impact Center, as always, is there for the community
when the need is there. On behalf of the Fire Department, I
would like to thank the individuals and organizations that have
contacted us and donated some of the critical supplies that are
in short supply, such as gloves, and masks.
In closing, I would just like to assure the community that
your Fire Department is fully operational and able to respond
to emergencies as the need arises. This situation that we are
going through will be over, hopefully, in a short amount of
time, and we can again resume our normal, everyday activities.
Stay Safe- Stay Well- We Will Get Through This.
Bob Feig, Fire Chief,
and the Fowlerville Area Fire Department

By Natalya Anton, MILS
Interim Director
With the governor shutting the state down the library has
locked the drop box and is asking patrons to hold on to their
materials until further notice. While the library is closed
patrons will not accrue any ﬁnes on their materials.
Also the library has eResources that patrons can use while
they are at home and the library is closed. They are available
on our card catalog. We have added 5 new eResources for
patrons to use during the COVID-19 outbreak.

120 Hale Street • 517-223-9115

Due to the COVID-19 virus,
our business hours are reduced to

From the Fowlerville Area Fire Department

Gormley & Johnson law offices, Plc
local attorneys

and

counselors

at

law

The ‘Chick Class’ has also been cancelled
due to the virus.

Don’t Miss Our First ‘Chick’ Day
on Saturday, April 7th
Orders MUST BE IN by this Tuesday,
March 31st at noon.
You can give your order by phone
or stop at the store.

John L. GormLey, eSQ

ChriStopher S. JohnSon, eSQ

Divorce / Family Law • Estate Planning
• Bankruptcy • Criminal Defense • Personal Injury • Real Estate
• Municipal Law • Probate • Corporate • Business • Zoning • Land Use
101 E. GRAND RIVER AVE., FOWLERVILLE
FREE Initial
Consultation

Gormleylawoffices.com

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for
bankruptcy under the bankruptcy code.

517-223-3758
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A Message from the Fowlerville Business Association
In 1934, the nation was still in the grasp of the Great Depression, an economic catastrophe that had devastated countless
businesses, shutdown industries, and left millions of people out-of-work. History tells us that by the mid-1930s, the worst
was over and that Americans had made adjustments to deal with this reality. The federal government’s back-to-work programs had given many workers a job and, just as important, a renewed hope. While economic activity was not as robust as
before the collapse, businesses were selling their wares and services, farmers were shipping their various commodities to
market, and manufacturers were producing durable goods. But even with that uptick in activity, a complete recovery would
still be a few years away. The situation remained tentative and uncertain. No one had a crystal ball to know what might lie
ahead.
In 1934, and under those circumstances, my grandfather Gordon Harmon and his partner Andrew Rudnicki took a ‘leap
of faith’ and purchased The Fowlerville Review—a newspaper and printing business. They left secure jobs as printers at
the Livingston County Press in Howell to pursue this opportunity. Joining them were their wives—my grandmother Gladys
Harmon and Lena Rudnicki. The two couples embraced the community and, in turn, the community embraced them. They
joined service and fraternal clubs, became active in civic affairs, and served on local governmental boards, including the
village council and the school board.
My grandfather would eventually sell his interest in The Review and open a real estate and insurance firm—another ‘leap
in faith,’ although maybe not as risky as the first one. The children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren were, and still are,
the beneficiaries of the hard work and talents of these two men and their wives. As the owner of Harmon Real Estate, now
approaching its 75th year, I can certainly attest to that legacy.
I recount this personal story with a wish that it will offer hope and reassurance to the businesses and others in our community who are dealing with economic challenges and an uncertain future due to the closures and Stay-At-Home order issued
by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer in an attempt to slow down and end the spread of the COVID-19 virus. While these measures will
be of short duration compared to the Great Depression, the long-term consequences to our local businesses and workers, as
well as to the Michigan and national economy remain to be seen.
I have the privilege of serving as the president of the Fowlerville Business Association. Assisting me are the rest of the
board—Karl Witt as Vice President, Brent Pietila, Sam Larioza, Mark Wilson, Tammy O’Doherty—and our administrator,
Patti DuFore. In response to this crisis, the FBA has been sending information to our members on available state and federal
governmental programs, including Small Business Administration loans, possible financial aid, employee lay-off procedures,
and contact information for those agencies.
The FBA is also seeking ways to assist our members and other businesses in determining their eligibility for this government assistance and, if they qualify, offer what guidance we can on how to complete the necessary paperwork. We’re working
with our state legislators, county officials, and other area agencies in this effort. If you are not a FBA member and would
like to receive these updates, please email me at harmonpaul@harmonrealestate.net. What’s happening is, to say the least,
uncharted territory for the FBA, as it is for our businesses, workers, the schools and churches, and the community at large.
Each business and their given situation is unique, but we’ll do what we can to support them—now and in the coming weeks.
On a final note, I want to repeat what’s been said by many others: “Please, support our local businesses as best you can.”
Many of the owners and their employees and staff are friends and neighbors. Gordon Harmon and Andrew Rudnicki took a
‘leap in faith’ in coming to Fowlerville in the midst of difficult times, underpinned by a belief in their ability to succeed, but
also a belief that this community would be a great place to operate a business and raise their families.
I have never taken for granted what this community has blessed my family with, and I will continue
to do whatever is asked of me to show my love and support for this outstanding place I am able to
call my home. Fowlerville is and will continue to be a great place for everyone to call home.
Together, with each of us helping the other, we can and will move forward.
Paul Harmon,
President of the Fowlerville Business Association
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Steve
Horton
Column
What is Essential?

Like a lot of other businesses, particularly the small
variety, I waited on pins-and-needles last Monday morning
for the list of ‘essential businesses’ that could legally operate
in Michigan during the shelter-in-place ordered by Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer.
I doubt that I need to explain ‘why’.
Unless you’re Rip Van Winkle and have been fast asleep
these past few weeks, or secluded in the wilderness without
access to any news, or suffer from an unfortunate condition
that has removed you from caring about such matters, then
you’re well aware that the governor’s executive order is the
result of the COVID-19 pandemic that has swept across the

Dick Scott
MOTOR MALL

Fowlerville
Fowlerville
High School’s

High School’s
“ATHLETES”
OF THE WEEK

world and is now in our state. Aware as well that this action is
an attempt to slow down the spread of this novel coronavirus,
with the goal of lowering the number of people who test
positive and the number of potentional deaths.
But while most people were requested to stay at home
as much as possible, a complete shut-down was never
anticipated. People have to eat, buy medicine, and have their
illnesses or injuries treated at the very least. And doing this
requires a lot of auxiliary help. Delivery drivers, warehouse
workers, pharmacists, grocery store clerks, nurses and doctors
and their support staff, and gas station attendants would be
examples of this needed assistance.
There are also other needs that people have, even if they’re
spending more time at home than usual or if they work at
one of those ‘essential’ businesses, providing an ‘essential’
service. Take out food, auto repair, hardware, keeping the
phones and computers operating, monitoring the sewer
systems…and the list goes on.
But my concern was: Would media, in general, and
newspapers, in particular, meet the criteria? Would reporting
the news and helping advertisers market their wares and
services be deemed important enough to make the list?
The governor’s announcement certainly was not a surprise.
Other states, including neighboring Ohio and Illinois, had
already taken this step to protect the health and safety of their
citizens. Anyone with a clear eye knew it would be a matter
of “when not if” and, whether you were a business owner or
employee, you should be making some contingency plans.
Liking to think I’m clear eyed, I’d been doing just that ever
since the schools were closed and then the dine-in restaurants.
There was a plan on how to put out our newspaper, with
our staff working from their respective homes, and a plan on
what to do if we had to cease publication.
The Michigan Press Association, the week before, had
sent its members a copy of the letter the organization was
sending to the governor, making the case that providing news
and information to the public was an ‘essential’ service and
that media should be included in the list.
But putting out a newspaper on our end is one thing.
Creating this product requires
that the printer and their staff
also be included, along with
the truck drivers who deliver
the newsprint rolls and the
other necessary supplies.
“No man is an island” is the
famous line by the poet John
Donne, and that’s certainly the
case with a newspaper. But
also many other businesses.
Our economy is like a spider
Jud Scott
web, interconnected and
dependent on each other.
Remove a key strand and the
web can unravel.
So, as I listened in our
newspaper office to Gov.
Whitmer’s announcement, the
fact that there were reporters
in the audience, and that she
took questions from them after
her opening remarks, was a
good sign. If these TV, radio,
and newspaper reporters were
‘on the job’ and expected to
put out stories about the order
and what it involved, I was
suddenly confident that the
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011
New England 31 at Oakland 16
Detroit 27 at Dallas 24
Denver 17 at Green Bay 34
Carolina 17 at Chicago 23
N.Y. Jets 17 at Baltimore 30
Buffalo 26 at Cincinnati 20
Tennessee 20 at Cleveland 23
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011
Minnesota 23 at Kansas City 17
Indianapolis 17 at Tampa Bay 31
Washington 20 at St. Louis 27
New Orleans 27 at Jacksonville 16
LAST WEEK: W-13 L-5
Pittsburgh 28 at Houston 27
SEASON RECORD: W-25 L-11
Every week through the season two Fowlerville H.S. athletes will be saluted for their efforts. Athletes will be selected by
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presses would be rolling.
However, that did not mean ‘business as usual’ by any
means. I called the two ladies who worked at the newspaper,
and we put the contingency plan in place. They would come
in later that day and each would take their computer home.
My wife Dawn and I, meanwhile, could come and go from
the office as needed. I also verified with the printer (just to
be sure) that they’d be operating—which they would be. I
also posted a sign on the entrance door that our office would
be closed to public businesses during the ‘Stay Home, Stay
Safe’ order.
As you can see, if you’re reading this column, we put out
this week’s issue. Not as large as usual. Not with as many
ads as we’d like or need. Not with the usual itinerary of news
about the schools, upcoming library activities, sports results,
and community-calendar events. Still, it’s got some useful
and relevant information that deals with the current crisis,
commentary about the situation from our regular columnists,
and a report on how this stay-at-home order and the closures
are affecting our local businesses.
Yet, not every business has been able to continue operations
or open its doors to customers. Also, a lot of workers in
our community have been laid off or seen their paychecks
severely reduced, even eliminated.
So, is this newspaper ‘essential’ compared to those that
weren’t included on the list?
Well, I’d never make that claim. We’re all ‘essential’ in
some fashion; all part of the web. I’m grateful that in this
moment of trial and uncertainty I’m able to continue doing
what I do—namely reporting on the local news, writing
columns such as this, and putting out the weekly paper.
I believe this newspaper, the work we do provides an
‘essential’ service to the community, just as I feel that the
media, on the whole, is an ‘essential’ part of our American
society. Certainly, we have our critics. While I bristle at
times when hearing the criticism, I’ll concede some of it has
merit, particularly when aimed at the cable TV shows. On the
other hand, some of the attacks are (in my opinion) partisan
posturing and calculation and a lot of the putdowns are the
result of people wanting news and opinion that validates and
reinforces their world view and their ‘take on things.’ Being
guilty of the latter, I chalk it up to human nature. Few of us
like to think we’re incorrect in our assessments or judgments,
or care to be challenged.
That said, in my view a democracy can’t effectively
operate if its citizens are uninformed, misinformed, kept in
the dark, or manipulated. History shows that it is government
who is more likely to do that than newspapers. We need to
be discerning readers, viewers, and listeners, willing to listen
to the other side and be challenged, and, if the facts bear out,
willing to change our minds. Otherwise, we’re static, locked
in place, rather than seeking (as we should) to expand our
knowledge and understanding.
“No man is born perpendicular, although some are born
upright,” wrote the late E.B. White in an essay centered
around events occurring during the 1948 Presidential
election, adding that we all have our slants. White argued
that it is far better to have all those slanted, politically-biased
newspapers, with all of their contradicting reports, than a
government hand-out. Given that comment, it appears the
accusation of media bias was as prevalent during his time as
it is nowadays.
“Trust the reader to figure things out” was his prescription
to this situation. Far better, he felt, to have people making
their own decisions on the accuracy of what they read or
heard than being told by higher authority what to think or
what was truth.
I find that an ‘essential’ piece of advice.
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Medicare and Coronavirus: Letter to the Editor
The current national health crisis reveals the shortcomings
What You Need to Know
of our health system and shows how a strong structured care

By SeemaVerma
Administrator, U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services
Since older Americans are particularly vulnerable to
coronavirus (COVID-19), I wanted to let you know the steps
we’re taking to help our Medicare beneficiaries cope with the
pandemic.
We’re warning Medicare beneficiaries that scammers may
try to use this emergency to steal their Medicare number,
banking information, or other personal data.
Unfortunately, scammers come out of the woodwork during
times of uncertainty and change. So make sure you give your
Medicare number only to your doctor, pharmacist, hospital,
health insurer, or other trusted healthcare provider.
If someone calls you on the phone, says they’re from
Medicare, and asks for your Medicare number or other
personal information – just hang up.
Remember: Medicare never calls its beneficiaries to ask for
or to “verify” Medicare numbers.
My agency finished removing Social Security numbers
from all Medicare cards last year in order to reduce fraud
and protect Medicare beneficiaries from identity theft. Even
with this change, you should guard your Medicare card. Treat
it like a credit card. Be sure to check your Medicare claim
summaries for errors and questionable bills.
If you suspect Medicare fraud, please report it by
calling Medicare’s toll-free customer service center at
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227), or by visiting www.
medicare.gov/fraud.
I also want to inform you what Medicare covers with
regard to coronavirus.
If your doctor orders a COVID-19 test for you, Medicare
covers all of the costs. You should not have any cost-sharing.
Medicare also covers all medically necessary
hospitalizations. This includes extra days in the hospital for
in-patients who were on the verge of being discharged, but
were diagnosed with COVID-19 and had to stay longer under
quarantine.
There’s no vaccine for COVID-19 at this time. However, if
one becomes available, Medicare will cover it.
If you have a Medicare Advantage Plan, you have the
same benefits as people with Original Medicare. Medicare
Advantage plans are now required to have the same costsharing for COVID-19 lab tests as Original Medicare: zero.
Medicare also recently expanded its coverage of telehealth
services to enable beneficiaries across the country to receive
a wider range of healthcare services from doctors without
having to travel to a healthcare facility.
These changes allow beneficiaries to communicate with
their doctors without having to physically go to a healthcare
facility, thus cutting their risk of acquiring or spreading the
virus. And frontline clinicians will be better able to stay safe
themselves while treating people with Medicare.
Doctors, nurse practitioners, clinical psychologists, and
licensed clinical social workers can deliver telehealth
services via phone and video chat. Medicare beneficiaries
can receive telehealth services in their home as well as in any
healthcare facility, including a physician’s office, hospital,
nursing home, or rural health clinic.
Telehealth services include routine office visits, mental
health counseling, and preventive health screenings for
cancer and other illnesses.
By helping healthcare institutions across the nation offer
medical services remotely, telehealth helps free up hospital
emergency departments and doctors’ offices to deal with the
most urgent COVID-19 cases. For example, you can talk with
a doctor about your diabetes management or prescription
refill without having to go to his or her office.
During this emergency, Medicare will pay for telehealth
services at the same rates as in-person services, giving doctors
and other clinicians an incentive to use this alternative and
reserve their offices to treat those who truly require in-person
care.
We know many Medicare beneficiaries are concerned about
the spread of coronavirus and the threat it poses to their wellbeing. That’s why we’ve taken these rapid steps to ensure that
the Medicare program continues to protect our beneficiaries
while maintaining trusted access to care in these uncertain
times.

Jane’s Garage

Mechanic Shop & Oil Change (Formerly Randy’s Mechanical Shop)
Oil Changes First Come, First Serve

• Alignments
• A/C & Heating
• Suspension & Steering
• Flushes
• Brakes
• Interior & Ext. Detailing
Call for an Appointment
Website & Full Pricing

janesgaragefowlerville.com
(517) 223-5989 • 75 Fowlerville Rd. • Fowlerville

program is necessary for the well-being of our country.
The Trump Administration fired Rear Admiral Timothy
Ziegler and disbanded a global health security team in
May 2018. This team could not have prevented the current
pandemic, but our country would have had a coordinated and
quicker response and probably fewer deaths. The President
denies knowledge of or responsibility for the team’s
disappearance.
As a campaign promise, there’s no denial the Trump
Administration wants to destroy the Affordable Care Act.
The Administration has sided with eighteen states led by
Texas Republicans (Texas v United States) to litigate the
Act’s constitutionality. Supreme Court oral arguments are
scheduled for the fall with a decision anticipated in 2021.
Provisions for people with pre-existing conditions, coverage
of young adults, no-cost preventive care and donut hole
closure are threatened. If overturned, millions will be without
health insurance as there’s no proposed replacement plan.
The irony of the current chaos and the Administration’s real
goal is palpable.
Evelyn Gallegos
Brighton

Advertise in the...

BUSINESS
SERVICE
SECTION
in every issue
for as low as

6 A WEEK

$

Call

223-8760
for details

963 S. Grand, Fowlerville

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY
for CARRYOUTS
8am until Orders Decline

517-223-1441

We’re Still Open and Serving
the Community During the
COVID-19 Pandemic

Chiropractic Health Center of Fowlerville
Now offeriNg: Deep-Tissue Laser Therapy
What is Deep-Tissue Laser Therapy?

Laser Therapy is the use of laser energy to create therapeutic results, including:
improved healing time, pain reduction, increased circulation, decreased
swelling, and faster bone repair.
This Therapy also helps relax tight muscles that create
chronic pain, joint problems and decreased mobility.

What conditions does it treat?

• Soft tissue injuries
• Tendonitis
• Sprains / Strains
• Back and neck pain
• Repetitive strain injuries
• Carpal tunnel syndrome
• Muscle pain
• Plantar fasciitis
• Tennis elbow
• Arthritis
• Nerve Pain
• Shingles

• Diabetic Peripheral
Neuropathy
• Non-healing wounds
• Lymphedema
• Whiplash
• Bell’s palsy
• Fractures
• Headache & migraines
• Herniated Disc
• Sciatica
• Skin problems
• Bursitis
• Jaw pain / TMJ
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Pastor
Tom
Tarpley
A Word About COVID-19

I don’t need to remind you that we’re living in some
unprecedented and perilous days. In just a few short weeks,
the news about the coronavirus has escalated from outbreak, to
epidemic, to global pandemic. The news networks have shifted

from the constant bombarding of rhetoric about the upcoming
November election, and have turned to the more current
situation which has impacted the lives of almost everyone
in the world. The pandemic of the coronavirus is sweeping
through the country causing many people to act irresponsibly
out of fear.
Much of this news which is causing people to panic and run
around in fear, is coming from sources other than the Center
for Disease Control (CDC) and the World Health Organization
(WHO).
A few nights ago, I received a text from a good friend
informing me that the National Guard had been called into
action and was preparing for a 30-day deployment all over the
country to prevent rioting and looting. The next morning, I
woke up to find out that the person who he thought sent it
to him did not send it. My friend’s email account had been

Thank You!

The owners and employees of
the Grille in the Ville would
like to thank the community
for all of their support and
friendship over the past 8 years.
If you have a gift certificate, you may send it
to the address below to be reimbursed:
Attention Kathy
115 East Grand River,
Fowlerville, MI 48836

hacked and someone was using his name to send out fraudulent
information. This is the kind of reckless communication we
need to avoid and to not participate in spreading. It only takes
one false story to start a run on the supermarkets and other
places of business that we rely on to purchase the products we
need to keep some kind of normalcy to our lives.
Because of fear, merchants’ shelves are standing empty
of toilet paper, paper towels, hand sanitizer, and many other
products that people feel they have to horde in order to not
run out. This makes it bad for those of us who have only the
normal supply on hand. When we run out, we won’t be able to
find the products we need if people continue to horde and keep
unnecessary quantities on hand.
Much of what is happening around us is driven by fear. Fear
that the government will take over and shut everything down.
Fear that we will be quarantined and not allowed to leave our
homes. Fear that this will last longer than the authorities are
telling us, and we will be caught with not enough supplies
in our homes to see us through. Fear is more dangerous than
the coronavirus. Fear can cause people to do more harm to
themselves and to their neighbors than the coronavirus.
As Christians (and I’m not presuming everyone who reads
this is a Christians), we must not surrender to fear. The Bible
says in Isaiah 41:10: “Do not yield to fear, for I am always
near. Never turn your gaze from me, for I am your faithful
God. I will infuse you with my strength and help you in every
situation. I will hold you firmly with my victorious right hand.”
It also says in 2 Timothy 1:7: “God has not given us the spirit
of timidity and fear, but of power and love and self-discipline.”
When the world starts tugging at our emotions, trying to pull
us into many different directions at the same time, oftentimes,
the best advice we can adhere to is found in the Holy Bible.
Psalm 46:10 says, “Surrender your anxiety! Be silent and stop
your striving and you will see that I am God. I am the God
above all the nations, and I will be exalted throughout the
whole earth.”
Although God may not immediately give us the answers
that we seek, He will give us His peace. Taking the time to be
quiet and spend some time with God in the scriptures can be
more beneficial to us than running around in fear, reacting to
all the different sources of information that we are receiving
from social media, and other links of communication, which
may or may not be accurate.
I want to share one last thing with you to help you understand
how you can better protect yourself.
In a recent report from the CDC it says, “While everyone is in
a panic about the coronavirus (officially renamed COVID-19
by the World Health Organization), there’s an even deadlier
virus many people are forgetting about: the flu.
Flu season is hitting its stride right now in the USA. So
far, the CDC has estimated (based on weekly influenza
surveillance data) that at least 12,000 people have died from
influenza between Oct. 1, 2019 through Feb. 1, 2020, and the
number of deaths may be as high as 30,000.
The CDC also estimates that up to 31 million Americans
have caught the flu this season, with 210,000 to 370,000 flu
sufferers hospitalized because of the virus.
The fact that people are more concerned about COVID-19
than the flu virus is no surprise, says Dr. Adalja. “Anytime
there is a new emerging infectious disease that is shrouded
in mystery with a lot of unknowns, it captivates people in a
way that a regular virus that people deal with on a yearly basis
won’t,” he says.
COVID-19 is spread in the same way as the flu virus, so
here are some everyday preventive steps you can take to help
stop the spread of germs. Avoid close contact with people
who are sick, covering your mouth and nose when coughing
or sneezing, washing your hands often, and cleaning and
disinfecting frequently touched surfaces at home, work or
school—especially when someone is ill. It’s also important to
take flu antivirals if they’re prescribed to you.
Lastly, don’t panic. If necessary, turn off the tv, and stop
listening to the unsupported gossip that is being spewed out
by social media. Everyone will react to a crisis and fear in
different ways.
As Christians, we need to be setting the example, not
following the crowd. When everyone else has lost hope, it is
especially then, that we need to shine the light of hope, and
show the love of Jesus to a sick and dying world.
Remember, don’t surrender to fear. It is more deadly than
any virus.

Thank you to all who have supported us in the past and who will continue
to do so in the future. We wouldn’t be who we are if it wasn’t for you.

~ Serving most of Livingston County since 1986 ~
Residential – Commercial
9900 W. Grand River, P. O. Box 950
Clean Up Containers
Fowlerville, MI 48836
www.alchinsdisposal.com
Ph 517-223-7119
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Consumers Energy to suspend shutoffs
for seniors & low-income customers

Caleb
Jenkins
Column
Taking Punches to the Face

Uncertainty is the name of the game right now. When humans
are faced with stressful or emergency situations, our natural
tendency is often to shrink into ourselves in an effort to simply
muscle through the problem. Sometimes, this is necessary as
a vital survival instinct to get us through difficult, temporary
crises, and there are certainly a plethora of challenges rising
against Americans today.
These include the possibility of contamination, the loss of
loved ones, economic turmoil, unemployment, frustrations over
restrictions, and the overall sense of uncertainty when it comes
to planning for the future. You do not need someone to tell you
it is a difficult time. We are all experiencing trials in different
ways.
With so much up in the air, it can be difficult to see the light
at the end of the tunnel. That sense of hope, of course, is often
what helps us navigate life’s challenges. As my grandma Jenkins
used to say, “I can take anything so long as I know it won’t last.”
However, we don’t have as much certainty of the future right
now.
Sure, we know that, God willing, the actual pandemic will
eventually pass, but there are so many other issues still up in
the air. How long will it be until then? How many more will
suffer or die? How many more will lose jobs? How many
other businesses will be forced to close their doors? How will
we rebuild our lives and resume some status of normalcy after
this is over? The situation is dynamic, and the answers to these
questions seem to change every day. That, I believe, is one of
the reasons this particular challenge is so difficult for us. The
uncertainty is crushing.
While these trials are overwhelming, our collective resolve
must rise to the challenge. As Americans and as individuals, we
must bolster our determination and ground ourselves in stability
despite the ebb and flow of uncertainty. We must rest in God and
seek His strength, peace, and guidance. Although the light in the
tunnel may seem dim, it is still there, and we must patiently and
stalwartly press toward it.
I encourage and challenge you to find ways to not just
survive this trial but thrive within it. Focus on what makes you
thankful, and discover new ways to impact the world despite the
restrictions. Every day, we hear inspiring stories about people
across America serving others and supporting their communities.
They are not recoiling in the face of confusion and doubt; they
are blazing a new sense of stability despite the uncertainty.
I have no doubt that we will emerge at the end of all this
a changed people and society, for better or worse. It is
unimaginable that it would be possible to go through such a
test without significantly changing. But as we adapt and move
forward, I hope we will consider the advice that a wise Army
Sergeant Major once told me: “When facing insurmountable
challenges, just keep stumbling forward, taking punches to the
face.” Don’t be deterred; stay the course.

517.223.2200

7050 W. Grand River • FOWLERVILLE

Next to the Fowlerville Post Office

Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 8am-2pm

FREE MOUNTING
& BALANCING

With any tire purchase
* ROAD HAZARD PROGRAM AVAILABLE *
With this ad. 1 coupon per service.

Custom Pipe Bending
for your exhaust

COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE

1 Axle Repair

20.

$

00

OFF

$

2 Axle Repair

40.00 OFF

With this ad. 1 coupon per service.

www.midtownrepair.com

Work began last Monday on North
Grand Avenue Improvement Project

The detour sign was in place at the Main Four Corners last
Monday, indicating that work had begun on the North Grand
Avenue Project.
A portion of the street is now closed to thru traffic, with
construction having begun on Phase 1 of a 0.6 mile stretch of
the roadway leading into Downtown Fowlerville.
Construction will take place in two phases. Phase 1 will
improve North Grand Avenue between South Street and just
south of the Fowlerville Community Park exit. It will also
provide new storm and sanitary sewers. This work is slated to
be completed by July 2nd.
Phase 2 will encompass work on North Grand Avenue
between the Community Park exit and Sharpe Road. This
work will begin after the Fourth of July and is expected to
wrap up before Labor Day at which time the street will be
reopened. Final restoration and cleanup will continue through
mid-November.
Village officials said that there will be no construction
work performed during the three major holiday weekends –
Memorial Day, Independence Day and Labor Day – and the
park will be accessible for any planned Independence Day
festivities.
During Phase 1, there will be roadway access to the high
school and the park off North Grand Avenue; however,
barricades at Sharpe Road will encourage drivers to follow
alternative routes.
“Drivers should be aware that the area will be patrolled,
and tickets will be written for non-authorized individuals
attempting to drive through the construction zone,” said
Village Manager Kathryn Rajala-Arledge. “This effort is to
maintain a safe working environment for the crew.”
The project is funded in part by the Federal Highway
Administration in cooperation with the Michigan Department
of Transportation (MDOT).
“We appreciate everyone’s patience and cooperation while
this important work is being completed,” said Rajala-Arledge.

Saying it is “committed to the health and safety of our coworkers, customers and communities,” Consumers Engergy
is suspending shutoffs for seniors and low-income customer.
“The COVID-19 virus has created unprecedented
circumstances around the world, and we have a responsibility
to help slow the spread of this illness,” the company stated in
a news release.
“Recognizing that many of our customers are in a position
where they are unable to work, we are suspending shutoffs
for non-pay for low-income and senior customers beginning
March 16, 2020 through April 5, 2020,” the statement added.
“These timeframes could be adjusted depending on the spread
and severity of the virus.
Senior citizens and qualified low-income customers already
enrolled in the company’s Winter Protection Program have
already had their end dates extended through May 3, 2020,
without any additional actions required on their part. “This
ensures our most vulnerable customers have the services
they need during this state of emergency,” the company said,
adding that “All shut-off notices will be withheld to prevent
any additional stress for these customers.”

MOLLISON LAW OFFICE, PLC
William R. Mollison, J.D.

101 E. Grand River Avenue, PO Box 456
Fowlerville, MI 48836

Practice of Law
• Probate • Estate Planning
• Guardianship & Conservatorship • Elder Law

Telephone: 517-223-1333
Free Initial Consultation
Credit Card Payment Accepted

E-mail: mollisonlawoffice@yahoo.com

Authorized Generator

Sales & Service Dealer

Generator Financing Now Available!
(517) 223-2302 • ionelectric.org
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Family Impact Centers
continuing to offer help

By Barbara Dine, Executive Director
In accordance with our 18-year mission to serve area
individuals and families in need, Family Impact Centers will
continue to be available to offer help during these very unusual
and difﬁcult times.
Although we have temporarily suspended all of our smalland large-group programs, the client-choice Food Pantry is
remaining open… but with a slight twist. Rather than families

being able to personally “shop” from our shelves, they will be
asked (when calling for assistance) to respond to a long list
of available items. Then one of our volunteers will pack the
requested food and other products just prior to their scheduled
pick-up time.
This new process is working out very well, and we are pleased
to be able to provide for area families while still following all
procedures to keep everyone protected and safe.
Do not hesitate to call 517-223-4428 if you are in need of
assistance or if you would like to speak to our counselor.
And please refer to our facebook page for words of hope and
encouragement and for updates regarding future events and/or
needs.
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In times like these…

By Jace Arledge
In times like these we wash our hands, we sing a song to
measure how long.
In times like these we stay home from school, we don’t have
play dates, we can’t go to the pool.
In times like these the shelves are bare, the food is scarce,
there’s no toilet paper anywhere.
In times like these mom and dad are all stressed, are we essential,
the government will say I guess.
In times like these laughter is a must, life has to go on like usual
I trust.
In times like these we need each other more, to check on our
well-being and sometimes even more.
In times like these it’s important to say, that no, God has not
looked away.
He’s always been here, holding our hands, hugging our
shoulders and helping us stand. Please don’t ever think that he
has walked away, for His mighty love comes through in times like
these. Till next time…

Livingston Centre Historic Village
committee cancels meeting

Affordable Pricing ALL the Time!
Victory Mechanical is a family
based operation. Run by Father,
Son and Grandson, along with
some help from knowledgeable,
honest, dedicated employees.
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(517) 223-0203
FEEL FREE TO CALL!

“NO Games,

n

Service
Furnaces
Air Conditioners
Water Heaters
New Construction
Replacement
Light Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Fowlerville & Beyond

NO Gimmicks”

www.victorymechanical.com

The statewide lockdown due to the threat of the Coronavirus
requires the April 2 committee meeting of the Livingston
Centre Historic Village be cancelled. Hopefully, monthly
meetings will resume on the ﬁrst Thursday in May. Continue to
watch the ‘News and Views’ for future announcements.
Further, plans for the May 14 - 16 Gramma’s Attic Sale, are
temporarily suspended. Those using these weeks at home to start
spring cleaning, organizing and downsizing are encouraged to
keep the Historic Village in mind even though donations cannot
be brought to the fairgrounds until further notice. If you can box
up your no-longer-wanted-or-needed items and store them for
the time being, please do---and know the committee is grateful
for your continued support. This event raises needed funds for
the care and preservation of the historic buildings; every effort
will be made to continue with the sale if possible.

Fowlerville Senior Center collecting VG
receipts to assist program & activities

The Fowlerville Senior Center is collecting VG receipts that
will assist in paying for the program and activities offered to
members. Each dollar spent by a shopper counts as a point and,
after reaching 145,000 points, the Center will receive $1,000.
VG’s is located on the west side of Howell. Receipts can be
dropped off at the Center, located at 203 N. Collins Street, which
is open 8am to 2pm, Monday thru Friday. Ofﬁcials from the
Center thank everyone in advance who provides this assistance.

Fowlerville Masonic Lodge presents check
to Torch 180
When the announcement was made that
schools would be closed in Michigan due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, followed by
the subsequent closure of other public facilities and some businesses—leaving students without access to free and reduced
breakfasts and lunches and putting many
out-of-work and facing food insecurity,
Torch 180 of Fowlerville quickly organized a group of volunteers to begin serving free meals to area residents.
That effort began on Tuesday, March
17, and has continued since then. With the
shelter-in-place order by Gov. Whitmer
issued this past Monday, March 23, efforts
by groups like Torch 180 to feed those in
need was allowed to continue.
To assist the group in this effort, other
area organizations as well as individuals
have been donating money for the pur-

chase of needed food.
Among those doing so was the Brothers of Fowlerville Masonic Lodge #164,
who presented a check for $1,000 on
March 23rd.
“This donation will help Torch 180
continue their meal program for those
of our community who are in need,”
said Steve Redinger, a member of the
Lodge. “The Brothers of 164, in concert
with other local groups, not only wish
to help but hope that their contribution
will inspire other groups and individuals to step up their considerations.”
Caughtcha Doing Something
Great is a feature that appears
courtesy of the June and Edward
Kellogg Family Dental Foundation.
The goal of this feature is to recognize
good deeds, positive behavior and
accomplishments that make our
community a better place to live.

Rhonda Callahan from Torch 180 receives a donation
from Brad Redinger of the Fowlerville Masonic Lodge #164.
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From left are Suzanne Schaffrath, and Kate Melcher, with organizers Melissa and
Bob Beck.

517-223-7593
Mon.–Fri. 7am–5pm

Collision • Mechanical • Auto Glass • Storage

COLLISION

Body Work • Collision
Baked-On Factory Finish
Frame Work • State Certified

FREE
LOANERS

STORAGE
Terri Harter and Stacy Dunlap volunteer as servers for the dinner.

Local group’s charity dinner raises over
$35,000 for the Fisher House Michigan

On a cold and blustery day in January, men and women
dedicated to the service of Veterans hosted their wild game
dinner at the Howell Eagles Club for over 200 ticketed guests.
Bob Beck and Mark Stellberger, creators and organizers
of the event, and a host of helpers work throughout the year
to plan and execute the dinner with over 33 entrees, soups as
well as desserts.
“Mark and I feel this is one small way to honor our
family members who have served and lost their lives for
our freedom,” said Beck, “but we could not do it without
the assistance of some very talented people. A huge thank
you goes to the local chefs, Cathy Brown, Mark and Gunter;
especially, my wife, Melissa, the support of the Eagles board,
the hunters and ﬁshermen who believe in this event as much
as we do. This is the ﬁrst year we have partnered with the
Howell Eagles Club, and they have been an outstanding
partner.”

24 Hour
Video Surveillance
Well Lit Area
Gated Property
24/7 Access

AUTO GLASS
Auto Glass
Stone Chip Repair
Truck Accessories

MECHANICAL
General Automotive Repair
Brakes • Tires
Suspension & Alignments
Electrical
New Car Maintenance
ASE Certified Technicians

9177 W. Grand River, Fowlerville • www.nelsonsinc.com

Stellberger as well as Beck, his wife, Melissa, and his daughter,
Deanna are also an auxiliary members of the American Legion.

Fisher House Michigan Director Kate Melcher, Chief of
Staff Suzanne Schaffrath and Dennis Belaire attended the
dinner and shared stories of the men and women who have
used Fisher House facilities.
Donations, proceeds from the dinner, silent auction and
rafﬂe items as well as partnering with Peacemakers for gun
rafﬂes helped to raise $17,848 and, thanks to the generosity
of a silent donor, the funds were matched, bringing the ﬁnal
donation total of $35,696 to Fisher House Michigan.
Fisher House Foundation is best known for its network of
comfort homes where military and veterans’ families can stay
at no cost, while a loved one is receiving treatment.
These homes are located at major military and VA medical
centers nationwide and are always close to the medical
center or hospital that they serve. Fisher Houses have up to
21 suites, with private bedrooms and baths. Families share a
common kitchen, laundry facilities, a warm dining room and
an inviting living room. Fisher House Foundation ensures
that there is never a lodging fee.
“This donation could not have come at a more opportune time,”
said Kate Melcher, executive director of the Fisher House Michigan
Foundation. “We are putting the ﬁnishing touches on our Ann Arbor
House which will be dedicated on June 19th of this year. The

Fisher House at the John D. Dingall VA Medical Center in
Detroit will follow soon.
It is not too late to participate, there are many ways. We are
hosting an Amazon Online Shower for the supplies and kitchen
items for Ann Arbor Fisher House and are gearing up for the
opening.”

* General Dentistry * Tooth Colored Fillings * Dentures
* Bonding * Partials * Crowns & Bridges * Cleanings
* Extractions * Root Canals * Sealants * Nightguards
* Mouthguards * Teeth Whitening * Implant Restoration
* Periodontal (Gum Disease) Treatment * TMJ/TMD Treatment

Dr. Christopher Stines, D.D.S

Delta Dental, Healthy Kids, ADN, Connection, Dentamax,
Guardian, Cigna, Aetna, AlwaysCare participation,
&
Accepted

Accepting New Patients
Emergency Patients Welcome

Office Hours:
Tuesday 9:00 - 5:00, Wednesday 9:00 - 5:30
Thursday 9:00 - 5:30, Friday 10:00 - 5:00

717 S. Grand Ave, P.O. Box 158, Fowlerville, MI 48836

517-223-9753

www.independencedentalmi.com
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Closures, shelter-in-place,
continued
That order was just the beginning. In quick succession,
she closed other public facilities, numerous businesses, and
limited the number of people who could gather at an event
or meeting.
The goal, she said in announcing these decisions, was to
reduce the infection rate by having less close contact between
people—a strategy we’ve come to call social distancing.
The culmination to these evolving orders came last
Monday, March 23, when she issued a shelter-in-place
order—called ‘Stay Home, Stay Safe, Stay Healthy’—that
required all Michigan citizens to stay at home, unless they
needed to leave for life-sustaining activities or essential work
responsibilities.
Travel is allowed, for example, to buy food and other
necessary items at the grocery store or to pick up a prescription
at a pharmacy.
The list of businesses that can remain open and activities
that are allowed has not been as draconian as many, at first,
thought it might be.
These earlier closures and shelter-in-place order have
impacted Michigan businesses differently. It’s also affected
thousands of workers, with many of them laid off or having
to perform their job from home. For those working at
“essential” businesses and health-care facilities that are open
to the public, workers have expressed concerns of being
exposed to the virus.
Fowlerville businesses, mirroring those in other parts of
the state, have also been impacted in different ways by the
unfolding events. Retail places, including the local grocery
and convenience stores, have seen an increase in customers
and purchases. Others, like the local restaurants, have closed
or been limited to serving take-out meals.
Businesses that can still operate include Wal-Mart, SaveOn Family Foods, the convenience stores and gas stations,
auto-repair shops, the pharmacy, and banks with drive-thru
windows. The fast-food restaurants and Biggby’s near the
I-96 interchange are all equipped with drive-thru windows
and have remained open, although freeway and local motor
traffic since the shelter-in-place order is not as heavy as usual.
Such service-oriented businesses as real estate offices,
insurance companies, the fitness center and tanning salon, car
sales are closed to the public, although owners and a limited
amount of staff are still handling phone calls and taking care
of in-house tasks.
Save-On Family Foods, located in Downtown Fowlerville,
has been a busy place most of the month. Like its larger
counterparts, business has been brisk as people headed to the
food stores to stock up on various items and, in doing so,
causing shortages—the most publicized being toilet paper
and hand sanitizer.
‘Little’ Mike Habba, along with the rest of his family and
employees, dealt with the increased traffic, called suppliers
to order extra products, and stocked the shelves, coolers, and
meat counter.
“When the news of the closures first occurred, everybody
started rushing in to buy a lot of things,” Habba said. “We
told our customers to take your time, don’t rush, and we’ll do
the best we can to supply what you need.”
While toilet paper went as fast as it arrived at the store, he
noted that other popular items were potatoes, chicken, bread,
and meat.
“We thought we had plenty of supply for an item, like
potatoes, and all of a sudden we were out of them,” he said.
The situation was made more challenging, Habba added,
due to various wholesalers not having enough supply due to
this sudden uptick in more demand.
“It’s been getting harder and harder because other stores are
experiencing the same situation,” he said. “As a result, we’ve
had to limit the amount on some items, like paper towels, so
that there’s enough for everyone. Instead of someone buying
20 pounds of chicken or several bags of potatoes, we want
them to be more moderate. We’ll do the best we can to get
more supplies. People just need to be patient.”
Habba said that additional family members and employees
were recruited to handle the increased work load.
“We did have some extra help so that we could provide
good service to our customers and also to get people in and
out of the store as quick as possible,” he said.   
To encourage safety, he noted that markers have been
placed on the floor in front of the counter to encourage social
distancing. Counters and door handles are also getting a
frequent cleaning.
The shelter-in-place that started early last week was
noticeable, he said, explaining that customer traffic had been
slower during the first two days of the order.
The situation has been just the opposite for Olden Days
Cafe, located on North Grand Avenue. Like other dining
establishments, the doors were closed at 3 p.m. on Monday,
March 16, to sit-down service. However, restaurants could

The Edward Jones investment firm is closed, but
owner Steve MacDermaid and administrative assistant
Robin Rozdoske have been dealing with clients on the
phone, through email, and online.
offer carry-out meals. Attempting to make lemonade out of
the lemon, the owners Chuck and Debbie Skwirsk, opted to
do just that.
While it’s not the same as having a room full of diners,
Chuck said the response from the community has been
“gratifying.”
“We’re grateful that the governor’s order allowed
restaurants to either sell carry-out orders or provide curbside
service,” Skwirsk said. “The community has really come
together as a whole. It’s been phenomenal.”
Chuck and Debbie, with the help of one of the employees,
have been doing all of the work.
“We’ve reduced our hours,” Skwirsk pointed out. “We’re
operating from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m every day, except Friday when
we’re open until 7 p.m. to offer our fish fry. That has been
big.”
He added that extra effort has been put into cleaning and
sanitizing, beyond what’s normally done at the restaurant.
“Anyone in the restaurant business knows you’re always
washing and sanitizing,” he said. “But I think all of us are
now taking that extra precaution, doing tables, door knobs
and everything else.”
While Olden Days Café has found a silver lining in the dark
cloud, that’s not been the case for Mary Ann Crofoot, owner
of Sud-Z-Pet. Being closed has meant lost revenue. The petgrooming shop is also located on North Grand Avenue.
“We were booked solid, but now that we’re closed down,
we’re losing a lot of money,” Crofoot said. “We had two very
full days prior to the governor’s order.”
Crofoot pointed out that spring is usually a busy time for
her business. “It’s the end of winter, so pet owners bring in
their dogs to cut off the hair and brush out the winter dirt,”
she said.
While she’s had to shut down the business, Crofoot noted
that she’ll keep busy with other tasks.
“There are projects to do at home and cleaning and other
work that needs to be done here at the shop,” she said. “I’m
trying to stay safe and protect myself because I take care
of my 90-year-old uncle and help my sister who has heart
problems. I’m the one who does all of the errands.”
Crofoot said that people can still call Sud-Z-Pet to make
future appointments, adding that she’ll be checking the
answering machine. “They need to leave a return phone
number and I’ll call back,” she added.
The Edward Jones office on East Grand River has been
closed for a couple of weeks, even prior to the governor’s
shelter-in-place announcement, per a corporate order. But
while owner Steve MacDermaid and his administrative
assistant Robin Rozdoske aren’t dealing with customers
face-to-face, they have been taking phone calls and answering
questions.
And there have been a fair number of questions, said
MacDermaid.
One of the repercussions of the COVID-19 virus pandemic
has been a topsy-turvy stock market, with the direction being
mainly downward. As an investment firm, MacDermaid said
that many of his clients are understandably concerned.
“This is stuff you read about happening in books and see
in movies not in real life,” he noted. “So, it’s been a different
way to do business. We opened an account the other day online with somebody I’d never met. Normally, they’d meet in
the office or they’d drop the check off and shake hands.”
As far as dealing with stocks, MacDermaid said that he’s

Chuck and Debbie Skwirsk, owners of Olden Days
Café, cannot serve sitdown customers, but they have
been providing carry-out meals.

Mary Ann Crofoot is among the area business owners
who had to close due to Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s
executive orders, including last Monday’s shelter in
place mandate. For her, the COVID-19 pandemic
means lost revenues, but also a need to keep herself
as safe as possible since she cares for an elderly uncle
and a sister with heart problems.
“busier and not as busy,” explaining that “The servicing
of accounts is much busier, but opening up new accounts
and prospecting, having review appointments, all of that is
non-existent unless they’re over the phone or by a WebEx.
“The doors are locked,” he said. “That’s per corporate
orders. But we’re still servicing clients by phone, through
email, WebEx, FaceTime, whatever’s needed.”
Talking with anxious clients, due to the downward plunge in
the stock market has also been part of this job in recent days.
“We’ve had quite a few people that are very afraid of the
market,” he said. “It’s the unknown. This is the first time
since 2009 (during the Wall Street Meltdown) that I’ve had
to ask questions of what if we go to zero.”
MacDermaid said that his office doesn’t handle the day
traders and speculators who do most of the daily buying and
selling that cause the stock market to rise and fall in dramatic
fashion.
“That’s not something that we do here,” he pointed out.
“What we do is more wealth building and financial planning
than stock picking and all the other crazy stuff.”

Fowlerville News & Views – Sunday, March 29, 2020 – Page 11

Savvy
Senior
Column
By Jim Miller

Medicare Expands Telehealth Services
to Help Keep Seniors Safe at Home

Dear Savvy Senior,
Does Medicare cover telehealth services? My 71-year-old
mother has chronic type 2 diabetes but is very concerned
about going to the doctor for fear of exposing herself to
coronavirus. What can you tell us?
Avoiding the Doctor
Dear Avoiding,
Yes! Due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, Medicare
recently announced that it will be expanding coverage for
telehealth services to help keep vulnerable seniors safe at
home. Here’s what you and your mom should know.
Telehealth Services
If you’re not familiar with telehealth or telemedicine
services, they are full visits with a health care provider who
isn’t at your location using telephone or video technology
device – i.e. smartphone, tablet or computer.
Telehealth services allow Medicare beneficiaries to take
care of ongoing medical problems as well as new concerns,
while following public health advice to stay home during the
coronavirus outbreak.
Medicare patients with chronic health conditions now
don’t have to postpone a regular follow-up visit with the
doctor to keep safe. They can do it via Skype or FaceTime.
And people concerned they may have the virus could see
their doctor or nurse practitioner virtually to find out how to
get tested. Nursing home residents will also be able to have
telehealth consultations with their doctors.
If your mom isn’t familiar or comfortable with technology,
you or another relative or friend can assist her. You may
need to go over to her house to help her do this. Bring your
smartphone, tablet or laptop – but remember, don’t visit if
you’re feeling sick.
Risk of serious illness from the coronavirus is much greater
for older people and those with underlying health problems
such as lung conditions, diabetes or heart problems. Many
seniors are also managing chronic health issues that put them
at heightened risk.
Until recently, telehealth coverage under original Medicare
has been limited to beneficiaries only in rural areas, and
patients often need to go to specially designated sites for their
visits.
The expanded telehealth coverage, which will remain in
effect during the coronavirus outbreak, now allows doctors
and hospitals to bill Medicare for visits via telemedicine that
previously had to take place in person, at a medical office or
facility.
If your mom happens to get her Medicare benefits through a
private Medicare Advantage plan, they will also be expanding
their telehealth services. For coverage details, contact her
plan directly.
Other Medicare Coverage
In addition to the expanded telehealth services, Medicare
will also be covering all coronavirus testing costs to see
if your mom has been infected, and medically necessary
hospitalizations, so if her doctor recommends that she remain
in quarantine at the hospital rather than self-isolating at home,
she will not have to pay for these costs.
And if your mom has a Medicare Part D prescription drug
plan, it will cover the coronavirus vaccine when it becomes
available and will waive prescription refill limits so she can
have extra medication on hand during the pandemic.
For more information on how Medicare is covering the
coronavirus see Medicare.gov/medicare-coronavirus. And for
the latest information on the coronavirus, visit Coronavirus.
gov.
Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today show and author
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

More ‘quick & easy’ recipes to
try out during your time at home

By Dawn Horton
My late mother, Rhea Church, loved to cook and, as
a result, collected many recipes that kept us (her family)
well-fed.
While families are home during the shelter-in-place
order, the result of the coronavirus outbreak, we thought
it would be fun to offer you some of her ‘quick and easy’
recipes to try out.

CINNAMON APPLE SAUCE
SALAD

• 1 small package Cherry Jello
• 2 tablespoons Cinnamon Candy
• 1 cup water
Heat water to boiling. Melt candies. Take from stove,
add Jello and stir. LAST- add 2 cups apple sauce. Let sit.

IMPERIAL ICE BOX COOKIES

• 3 sticks Imperial Oleo
• 3 cups ﬂour
• 1 teaspoon soda
• 1 1/3 cup sugar
• 1 1/2 teaspoon vanilla
• 1/2 cup nut meats (chopped ﬁne)
Mix in to 3 rolls, putting nut meats in last. Refrigerate
for 24 hours. Slice & bake at 350 degrees for about 8
minutes. Don’t overbake.

PERFECT BREAD PUDDING

• 2 1/4 cups milk
• 2 eggs, slightly beaten
Pour above over 2 cups of one-inch bread cubes. Add
after mixing together:
• 1/2 cup brown sugar
• 1 teaspoon cinnamon
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
• 1 cup raisins or dates (cut up)
Toss above lightly over bread mixture. Then spread in
greased baking dish. Set dish in one inch of hot water.
Cover to bake. Bake at 350 degrees for 35-40 minutes.

EGGS & ASPARAGUS

• 2 1/2 lbs. asparagus, or 2 packages (10 ounces each)
frozen asparagus spears
• 6 hard-cooked eggs, sliced
• 2 tablespoons butter or margarine
• 2 tablespoons ﬂour
• 1 1/2 cups half-and-half or milk
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
• Pinch of cayenne
• 1/2 cup (2 ounces) grated sharp cheddar
• 1/2 cup buttered fresh bread crumbs
• 2 tablespoons freshly created parmesan
1) Break the asparagus stalks where the white part meets
the green and wash well. Drain. Heat 2 or 3 inches salted water in the bottom of a double boiler. Set the stalks
into the boiling water, tips up, and cover with the double
boiler insert, or cook in a skillet. Boil until crisp-tender,
about 5 minutes. Drain and rinse under cold water. Cook
frozen asparagus according to package directions until
crisp-tender.
2) Place spears in a greased shallow baking dish. Arrange egg slices on top. In a small saucepan, melt the
butter and blend in the ﬂour. Cook 2 minutes. Preheat
oven to 350 degrees.
3) Gradually stir in the half-and-half and bring to a boil,
stirring. Add salt, pepper, cayenne and cheese. Stir until
cheese melts. Pour over eggs and asparagus and sprinkle
with the crumbs and parmesan. Bake at 350 degrees for
20 minutes. Glaze under broiler, if needed.
Makes 6 servings.

THE DEVIL’S EGG SALAD

• 8 hard-cooked eggs, shelled and sliced, salt to taste
• 5 tablespoons mayonnaise
• 1 teaspoon paprika
• 1 teaspoon curry
• 1 teaspoon ground black pepper
• 1/2 teaspoon dry mustard powder
• 3 fresh parsley sprigs
In blender or food processor, blend eggs and seasonings until smooth. Keep refrigerated until ready to use.
To serve, spread egg salad thickly on whole-grain bread,
pita, or bagel. This can also be eaten as an open-face
sandwich. Garnish with tomato slices, sprouts and lettuce. For the calorie conscious, omit the bread and serve
on beds of lettuce with sprouts and tomato.
Serves 4.

Do You Need
a House Cleaner?
Non-smoker, $45.00 per home

Call Carol

517-219-5192
NOTICE OF
STATEWIDE
OPEN DEBRIS
BURNING BAN
The Fowlerville Fire Department
has been notified that effective
immediately there is a statewide
ban on open burning. This ban
includes open burning of yard
waste and Spring clean-up.
No burn permits will be issued.
Fires that are exempt from this ban
are fires used for heating or cooking
and necessary agricultural burning.

The burn ban is in effect
until further notice.

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

REAL ESTATE ELECTRICIAN
HARMON
CRAMPTON
REAL ESTATE ELE C T R I C
Serving the community
since 1946

517-223-9193

COMPANY, INC.

Commercial, Industrial,
Residential
Insured. License No. 03685

10975 W. Grand
River, Fowlerville

(517) 223-9691,
223-3756 or
223-7196
CHIROPRACTOR ENTERTAINMENT

Chiropractic

Health Center
“Dr. Tim” Tersigni

Family • Pediatric
Sports Injuries
Massage Therapy

TODD’S
ANTENNA
& SATELLITE
Fowlerville, MI

(517) 223-1200
Cell: 517-404-9002

WALK-INS WELCOME

746 S. Grand Ave.,
Fowlerville

(517) 223-9276

Up to 60 over-the-air FREE
antenna TV channels.
“Cut the cable!”
ALL HOME ENTERTAINMENT NEEDS SINCE
1991. TODD FEAR, OWNER/INSTALLER

YOUR AD HERE

$

15

FOR ONLY
YOUR BUSINESS
Celebrating ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE
Our 36th Year
“Serving the Local
Communities”

206 E. Grand River
P.O Box 937,
Fowlerville, MI 48836

517-223-8760

HERE!

Interested call

(517) 223-8760
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Fire on Wednesday destroys
Conway Township home

A fire on Wednesday destroyed a Conway Township home.
The Fowlerville Fire Dept. received the call at 7:30 p.m.,
reporting the blaze at Maplefield Drive, off Lovejoy Road.
“When our department arrived the structure was fully
engulfed with ﬂames,” said Bob Feig, the fire chief. “The
husband and wife were at home and able to escape without
injury. They were also able to get their two dogs out of the
house.”
Feig said the cause of the fire is now under investigation.
Assisting at the scene were departments from Howell,
Burns Township, and Shiawassee Township, DART
(Disaster Assistance Response Team), and the Livingston
County Ambulance Service. The NIESA Department from
Webberville was on standby at the Fowlerville Downtown
Station.

Webberville Report
Moves by Legislature to restrict local
government ordinances draws criticism

Senior Spotlight—Jeffrey Michalski, Jr.

Schedule an
appointment by
calling (517) 655-5551.
Dr. Cindy previously at Dansville

HARTMAN SEPTIC, LLC
RESIDENTIAL CLEANING

Serving Livingston County &
Surrounding Areas

Flexible Schedule or at Customer’s Convenience

Multiple Rate Job Discount

License #47-27

517-294-8433

Gary Hartman
Owner/Operator

By Aiden Knapp
Jeffrey Michalski is a senior at Webberville High School
and the son of Teresa and Jeff Michalski. His siblings
include Marlena, Ethan, Phil and Gabe Marshall—all
who graduated from Webberville High School—and Erik
Michalski.
“Webberville is a great place to learn,” said Michalski. “There
are a lot of great things about Webberville,” adding that
Webberville FFA Chapter is among them.
Michalski is an active FFA member since middle school
and has been highly involved and recognized in the chapter.
He has participated in both leadership and skills contests
regularly. He recently earned his State Degree and a Gold
State Proficiency Award in Agricultural Mechanics. He also
earned a National SAE Grant for Ag Mechanics and was a
Gold State Broiler Contest winner.
“Jeffrey has a lot of potential to have continued success in
his future,” said FFA Adviser Colleen Scott Keiser. “When
he puts his mind to something, he accomplishes a lot, as
evidence by his recognition at the State and National Level.”
The same assessent is shared by science teacher Steve
Vowles. His advice to Michalski is to “believe in yourself
because you can do more than you think can,” adding that
he believes Michalski can do a lot with his life. He reminds
him to “never give up and keep working towards his goals”
and also advises him to not do anything that he would regret.
“Don’t sit on a branch and cut it off behind you,” said
Vowles. “Once you mess up, it’s hard to get back on your
feet.”
Another staff member who has had much inﬂuence on
Michalski is Katie Elzerman.
“She helped me get work in on time,” said Michalski. “She
is a good person to talk to when you’re having trouble with
something.”
Jeffrey said that he is anxious to graduate and leaves
important advice for underclassmen.
“Keep pushing through, and don’t let anyone get to you,”
said Michalski. “Turn your work in on time because once
you get left behind, it’s hard to get back on track.”
In the future, Michalski plans to work construction with
his father and potentially go to school for diesel mechanics.

Williamston Senior Center among sites
where older adults can pick up meal

“Our family serving your family”
• Water Softeners, Service & Installation
• Water Heaters (Standard & Tankless)
• Well Tanks • Sump Pumps
• New Construction • Remodeling

Senior Discounts
Ed FairFiEld
MastEr PluMbEr

517-521-3221 Cell 517-404-4150
licEnsEd & insurEd

As a provider of essential food and safety services for older
adults, the Tri-County Office on Aging (TCOA) remains
open with limited staff on-site to manage program logistics.
Among other services, the Meals on Wheels home delivery
program continues to operate with increased health and safety
precautions in place.
While all TCOA Congregate Senior Dining sites are
currently closed due to the risk of spreading COVID-19
through large group gatherings, individuals age 60 and over
and their caregivers are eligible to participate in a food pick
up opportunity at locations across the region in all three
counties. Pickups will include packs of 7 frozen meals with
fruit, bread and milk.
Meal pick up must be arranged in advance by calling Tasha
Stetler at 517-887-1393 to schedule a pickup appointment.
Callers will be asked to give their name, phone number,
address and birthdate. The only qualification is to be over
60 years of age or providing primary care for someone age
60+. Please make sure you have a way to heat the meals,
microwave is preferred. Special arrangements may be
available to those that cannot heat the food, and for those
unable to get to a pick up location.
For other food access questions or to address other needs,
please call 211 or visit http://www.centralmichigan211.org/.
MEAL PICK UP LOCATIONS:

By Maddy O’Callaghan
Capital News Service
State legislation limiting municipal powers has increasingly
frustrated local government advocacy groups.
New examples include a bill to prohibit communities from
passing ordinances to ban specific breeds of dogs and the socalled Knife Rights Act, which bars local governments from
passing restrictions on knives more limiting than state laws.
Previously, the Legislature limited the powers of local
government to regulate AirbnB and other short-term rental
services, plastic bags and ride-sharing services like Uber and
Lyft.
Rep. Jim Lower, R-Greenville, chair of the Local
Government and Municipal Finance Committee, said that
authority at the state level is sometimes necessary.
“Ninety-nine percent of the time, I would prefer decisions
to be made at the local level,” Lower said. “But that doesn’t
mean the state shouldn’t step in to right a wrong when we
see one.”
Lower said the state should step in especially when local
ordinances interfere with the rights of individuals in their
communities.
Ann Marie Rogers of Rochester, the founder of Responsible
Citizens for Public Safety, says the proposal to prevent
localities from regulating dog breeds could threaten the
safety of community residents.
Her group opposes the proposal, which passed the House
Local Government and Municipal Finance Committee and is
awaiting action in the Ways and Means Committee. Sponsors
include Reps. Sara Cambensy, D-Marquette, and Julie Brixie,
D-Meridian Township.
“In this case, these ordinances were put in place for a
reason,” Rogers said of local laws that restrict dangerous
breeds, such as pit bulls.
“All politics are local. Local governments are closest to
their residents and they have a better understanding of what
is happening in their communities as opposed to a one-sizefits-all bill,” she said.
Jennifer Rigterink, the legislative associate at the Michigan
Municipal League, said only 30 communities have passed
breed-specific legislation. They include Bessemer Township,
Carson City, Claybanks Township, Kingsford and Morenci,
according to BSLCensus.com
“In total, we’re talking about a very small issue here,
not something that is happening across the state with banning
dogs,” Rigterink said. “The ones who are doing it are doing
it because of unfortunate incidents. There’s a reason for it.”
“The cookie-cutter approach doesn’t work,” she said of the
legislative proposal.
Dale Thomson, the chair of the Department of Social
Sciences at University of Michigan- Dearborn, said,
historically, policy decisions are best made on the local level.
“Local governments are creatures of the state,” Thomson
said. “We need to allow democracy to thrive where it is best,
which is locally.”
Thomson said local officials get frustrated with state efforts
to limit their powers.
“It can most definitely create a psychological effect,”
Thomson said. “It feels like there is a lack of trust and an
infringement on their obligations and duties. They’re trying
desperately to operate within constraints imposed on them.
“It’s a disenfranchisement of local officials, certainly in some
areas,” he said.
Thomson said the issue has become increasingly
prominent with a Republican-held House and Senate, that, he
says, make state rights the priority.

Ingham County
Williamston Senior Center -201 School St, Williamston
Haslett: Grange Acres Community Room Parking- Lot
6101 Marsh Rd
East Lansing: Hannah Center- 819 Abbott Rd
Holt: Sam Corey Senior Center, 2108 Cedar St
Mason: First Church of the Nazarene- 415 E Maple St
Okemos: Meridian Senior Center at Chippewa MS- 4000
N Okemos Rd
Stockbridge Township Hall- 125 S. Clinton St, Stockbridge
Lansing:
TCOA Central Kitchen-5303 S Cedar St, Bldg 1
Alfreda Schmidt Southside Community Center-5825 Wise
Rd
Letts Community Center- 1220 W Kalamazoo
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Ingham
County
Comments
By: Randy Schafer,
District 13
Commissioner

Ingham County Coronavirus Response

The international emergency concerning the Novel
Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) has required the county to
adjust operations for the safety of people and to also comply
with the Governors’ Executive Orders.
The county has a relationship with Gov. Whitmer as she
served as a local state representative and acting interim
Prosecuting Attorney. This direct line of communication has
allowed the county to make decisions and move in a very
direct and decisive mode.
The collaboration between the County Board, elected
officials, staff, employees and public has been very impressive.
Non-essential operations and buildings are paused and on
lock-down. Other essential operations continue on a limited
basis with minimal risk. The decisions were quickly made
with the leaders of those operations.
Bryan Crenshaw, the Chair of the Board, has done an
excellent job. There is not a trace of partisanship, accusations
or other non-professional conduct. On day one, some emails
were exchanged by individual Commissioners speaking
for themselves that created some controversy with the City
of East Lansing. However, individual personalities were
quickly set aside and dismissed and it became time of a
unified approach. This is where good leadership is required.
Non-essential meetings were canceled. Concerns were
shared with email on the County’s server on the agenda items.
In the meantime, virtual meetings were explored as a result
of the governors’ Executive Order indicating they would not
violate the open meetings act.
The first virtual Board meeting was held on Tuesday, March
24. Staff and the IT Department were phenomenal with the
preparation and performing a test run with the public and
Commissioners earlier in the day. It occurred with absolutely
no problems.
Naturally, employees were concerned about missing work,
working from home, leave time, sick time, family needs,
etc. Those issues were addressed at the meeting with the
unanimous passing of a resolution assuring that pay and leave
time would continue as needed. Close work with the unions,
employees and county, while understanding the financial and
personal ramifications, made it possible.
There have been many times when I have expounded on
fiscal responsibility by government and keeping an adequate
“fund reserve,” paying down “legacy costs,” and keeping an
adequate “contingency fund.” The county is in a very good
financial situation and, as a result, can continue basic services
and address the needs of the employees. A sigh of relief was
given after the vote.
We can all be proud of the unity, cooperation, contingency
plans and open minds discussing options, directions and
the future. Staying positive and responsible will beat this
emergency. We are all in this together, and it is bigger than
any single person. I am grateful for the opportunity to serve.

& AUTO GLASS
3030 Fowlerville Rd.
Fowlerville Exit 129

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8am-6pm

517-223-3721
jamiestjohn@dickscott.com

SPRING IS here!
Time to make
your car
or truck
sparkle!

YOU CHOOSE YOUR COLLISION CENTER BECAUSE...
• FREE Estimates
• FREE Loaner
• FREE Pick Up & Delivery
• Environmentally Friendly
Paint System

• Lifetime Warranty on Repairs & Paint
• We Repair ALL Makes & Models
• Towing Service
• Fast & Affordable Cosmetic Repairs

COUPON

FREE

Loaner with Collision Repair
DickScottCollision-Fowlerville.com

Report calls for more state
oversight of charter schools

By Joshua Valiquette
Capital News Service
A recent report is calling for more state oversight of charter
schools, saying there is a lack of transparent standards for
universities and other institutions that authorize charters.
The Citizens Research Council of Michigan, a nonprofit
public affairs research organization, said there are no state
requirements forcing authorizers to demonstrate that they have
the experience or ability to carry out their responsibilities.
There also is no system for approving who can authorize
schools, the report said.
Here are three other major findings in the report:
--Lack of public awareness for how authorizers coordinate,
revoke or renew charters.
--Absence of coherent standards among 40 organizations
that authorize charters.
--Michigan charter schools rely on for-profit management
companies to operate them to a greater extent than other
states.
Michigan has 370 charters, also known as public school
academies, that account for 10% of the state’s public school
enrollment. They are funded by state aid but their school
boards are not elected by the public.
Universities authorize almost 70% of those charters. Grand
Valley and Central Michigan are the two largest authorizers,
supervising 120 charters.
“Charter authorizers have immense responsibility, but they
don’t have clear standards on how to do their jobs and if they
are doing them well or not,” said David Arsen, a professor of
education policy at Michigan State University.
The Michigan Council of Charter School Authorizers
responded to the report by saying,
“University authorizers of public charter schools in Michigan
are fully accountable to the boards of their institutions, the
Department of Education, the law and the tens of thousands
of parents who have entrusted their children’s education to a
public charter school.”
It said, “In that sentence are more facts than are in the 50plus pages of the Citizens Research report on charter school
oversight.”
Paula Herbart, president of the Michigan Education
Association, the state’s largest union of teachers and a critic
of current oversight of charters, said, “The MEA strongly
concurs with the findings of the Citizens Research study.
“For years, we have urged the Legislature to mandate
increased reporting requirements and oversight of Michigan
charter schools,” Herbart said.
Charters in the state have come under increasing scrutiny
after a report by the Center for Media and Democracy found
that from 2010 to 2015, 25 Michigan charters received nearly
$1.7 million in state aid but never opened.
The center is a progressive nonprofit watchdog and
advocacy organization based in Madison, Wisconsin.
A recent national report ranking state public charter school
laws ranked Michigan in the bottom third, saying the state
could do better by requiring stricter application requirements
and ensuring equitable access to capital funding and facilities.
The report came from Washington, D.C.-based National
Alliance for Public Charter Schools, which advocates for
charters.

BIGOS

EQUIPMENT
RENTAL
Skytrak
Mini Excavator

with grapple - all size buckets

Track Skid Steer
Rubber Tire Skid Steer

Post hole auger, grapple bucket &
trencher attachments available.

50 ft. Man Lift 4x4 Self Propelled
50 ft. Man Lift
Pull Behind Trailer Style

Concrete Buggy
Pick Up or Delivery

All equipment is in excellent condition.

Daily or Weekly Rental

Fowlerville, MI

517-223-5000
Visit us at

www.bigosprecast.com

NIESA Fire Report (Northeast Ingham
Emergency Service Authority)

NIESA crews responded to four calls on Wednesday, March
18th. Two medical calls were received in Webberville and
the City of Williamston. One utility complaint was received
at 9:16am in the City of Williamston and a cornfield fire in
Leroy Township at 12:40pm.
On Thursday, March 19th there were seven calls. Four
medical calls were within NIESA coverage area. One was in
Leroy Twp, two in the City of Williamston and one in Locke
Twp. Station 62 responded mutual aid to Fowlerville Area
Fire Dept for standby and a medical in Livingston County.
Mutual aid was provided to Meridian Twp Fire Dept for a
medical at 11:48am.
Four calls were received on Friday, March 20th. One
medical was mutual aid to SAESA at 11:13am and another
medical was in the City of Williamston at 4:19pm. Two
utility complaints were received in Williamstown Twp and
Wheatfield Twp.
NIESA responded to one medical call on Saturday, March
21st in the City of Williamston at 11:26am.
Sunday, March 22nd had four calls. Two medical
emergencies were received; one, in the City of Williamston
and one in Williamstown Twp. Crews also responded to a
brush fire in Williamstown Twp at 12:14pm and an illegal
burn in Williamstown Twp at 6:14pm.
Two medical calls were received by NIESA on Monday,
March 23rd. The first medical was in Wheatfield Twp at
9:06am and the second medical was in Williamstown Twp
at 9:41am.
Tuesday, March 24th consisted of one medical emergency
in Leroy Twp at 2:23pm.

CONWAY TOWNSHIP
NOTICE
Due to Executive Orders regarding the
COVID-19 Response, the Conway Township
Planning Commission Meeting scheduled for
7:00 pm on Monday, April 13th has been canceled.
Meetings will continue to be canceled until further
notice.
(3-29-20 FNV)

From Unapproved Minutes
CONWAY TOWNSHIP
SYNOPSIS OF
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
March 24, 2020
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00
pm.
Motions:
1. Motion to approve the Board agenda.
Motion approved.
2. Public Hearing for the 2020/2021 General
Fund Budget.
3. Motion to close the Hearing. Motion
approved.
4. Public Hearing for the 2020/2021 Road
Fund Budget.
5. Motion to close the Hearing. Motion
approved.
6. Motion to approve 2019/2020 General Fund
Budget Amendments. Motion approved.
7. Motion to adopt Supervisor Salary
Resolution 200324-1. Roll Call. Resolution
adopted.
8. Motion to adopt Clerk Salary Resolution
200324-2. Roll Call. Resolution adopted.
9. Motion to adopt Treasurer Salary Resolution
200324-3. Roll Call. Resolution adopted.
10. Motion to adopt Headlee Operating Tax
Millage
Rate
2020/2021
Resolution
200324-4. Roll Call. Resolution adopted.
11. Motion to adopt Headlee Road Tax Millage
Rate Resolution 200324-5. Roll Call.
Resolution adopted.
Meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m. Complete minutes are available on the Conway Township website at www.conwaytownship.com.
Elizabeth Whitt
Conway Township Clerk
(3-29-20 FNV)
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NEIGHBORHOOD CLASSIFIED SECTION
Call (517)223-8760

Office Located at 206 E. Grand River, Fowlerville MI
Fowlerville News & Views

BUSINESS SERVICES

-DEADLINE THURSDAY BY 3PMDRIVEWAY GRAVEL INSTALLED. 5 yards minimum, grading
and skidsteer work. Insured. 30 years experience. Call Chris 517204-5127.
***
DIRECT CARE STAFF NEEDED: To take care of disabled adults
in Howell. DL/ID, GED/Diploma needed. Call Barb at 810 5883724.
***
EVANS GARAGE DOOR REPAIR AND INSTALLATION.
Spring replacement. Wayne Dalton garage doors and Lift Master
garage openers. “Our Business is Up & Down.” Call anytime 517223-9905.
***
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR: Lawn Mowers, Rototillers, Pressure
Washers, and Most Other Small Engines. Fowlerville. Call Steve @
517-294-2018.
***
PAINTING/POWER WASHING. Houses (Interiors and
Exteriors), Decks. Trailer Homes. New Construction, Repaints,
References, Written Contracts. Free Estimates. Guarantees. 517599-6166.
***
TRAILER REPAIR: Wheel Bearings, Lights, Axles, Springs and
Most Other Trailer Services. Fowlerville. Call Steve @ 517-2942018.
***
2003 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN: Great ride, new tires, over
200K. $1400. 517-245-9268.
***
CERTIFIED AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR. FREE ESTIMATES REASONABLE PRICES – WORK GUARANTEED. ABSOLUTE
AUTO REPAIR, HOWELL.CALL 517-546-2600.
***
McKENZIE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE. Sherry Prevo.
517-223-4076.
***
TREE SALE: Pines & deciduous, landscaping rocks, etc. TC
guaranteed best deal. 517-245-9268.
***
DO YOU NEED A HOUSE CLEANER? Non-smoker, $45 per
HOME. Call Carol at 517-219-5192.
***
ROOF REPAIR SPECIALIST -517-245-9268.
***
MOWBOYZ. We are local mowing service. Discounts to elderly
and veterans. Call Cliff for a Quote. 517-294-3311.
***
POWERWASH and DECK CARE of LIVINGSTON COUNTY.
House/Roof Washing. Soft Wash Available. Deck Clean/Stain/Seal.
Since 1996. 517-657-5400. See Us on Facebook!
***
WANTED: Clean ﬁll. Call 248 546-2770.
***
FOR SALE: 1999 Ford 150 Club Cab Pick-up. Very little rust,
new tires, new brakes, clean truck, 102,000 miles. $1,900. Call 517
304-5621.
***
WANTED: Experienced, self-motivated crew leader and/or
laborers in bush & shrub trimming, weeding, edging, mulching,
tree & shrub installation, ﬂower & plant installation, and general
landscape maintenance and lawn maintenance. Text Ervin 248-5047358 or leave message at 248-788-6797.
***

SERVICES: Backhoe, perc test, septic ﬁelds, driveways,
private roads, grading, demolition, etc. 517-245-9268.

Check us out
on our website!
The Fowlerville News & Views
is on the web!

www.Fowlervillenewsandviews.com
An E-Edition of the current weekly
issue is posted on the site.
@ Fowlerville News Online

AUTOWISE- Lawn Mower & Garden Tractor Repair, Small
Engine Repair. Pick-up and Delivery available. 517-294-0806. 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.
***
TRASH REMOVAL: Estates, Pole Barns, Houses, Mobile Homes,
Basements, Garages, Commercial Buildings. Full service. “We do
all the work.” Cheaper than a dumpster. Insured. Call Jay at 517980-0468.
***
AUSTIN HARDWOOD FLOORING: 25 years experience.
Reﬁnishing.Veteran owner, local contractor, affordable rates, senior
discounts. Free Estimates! (517) 375-6143
***
BRENDA’S PET GROOMING--Quiet home setting. Saturdays
only. Iosco Road, Webberville. By appointment only. Please call
517.294.0209.
***
BOB’S HANDYMAN SERVICE 517.604.0138 “I can ﬁx it”.
Remodeling, frame/trim/tile work, rooﬁng, painting, bathrooms etc.
***
SEWING MACHINE REPAIR: Free pick-up and delivery. Oneyear guarantee. 30 years experience. Call for estimate. Ph: 517-5524000.
***
D&R ROOFING & SIDING: New homes, tear-offs, recovers,
gutters, ﬂat roofs. Call Don at (517) 548-3570 or (517) 376-2064.
***
EXCAVATION SERVICES—
Driveway Grading & Stone,
Debris Removal & Cleanups
Trenching, Grading Topsoil & Seeding
Ditch Cleaning & Brush Hogging & Site Clearing
Stump Grinding
517-375-2789.
***
R&D HOME SOLUTIONS L.L.C. Handyman/Home Repairs. No
job too small! 30 years experience. Insured. Call 810-279-8526.
***
S & H SMALL ENGINE REPAIR. Free pick up and delivery
with purchase of Platinum Service Special, $189.99 plus parts.
Includes engine oil and ﬁlter change, replace air and fuel ﬁlters,
sharpen mower blades, grease all ﬁttings, inspect entire machine for
proper operation, and wash and wax machine. Call 517-715-3868.
Manufacturer certifed repair with two week guarenteed turn around!
Lawn & Garden Tractors, Zero Turns & much more.

The Salvation Army of Livingston
County responds to COVID-19 virus

The Salvation Army of Livingston County takes very
seriously our call to “meet human needs”. Throughout the
past two weeks, the organization has implemented new
programs, policies and procedures to ensure that community
needs are taken care of all while ensuring the safety of staff
and volunteers.
--The Salvation Army community corps center/social
services building is closed to the public. All persons entering
the building must have an appointment.
--We will continue all current Social Service assistance
programs. The assistance will all be via telephone and email.
We will not be assisting clients inside our ofﬁce.
--Food pantry assistance has increased. The assistance will
take place over the phone with pantry box pickups drive-up
style. The family stays in the car and the food is delivered to
the vehicle. Due to the size of our building at this time we are
not able to offer client choice shopping, as we would not be
able to comply by the CDC guidelines of social distancing.
--All church onsite activities have been temporarily
canceled. However online support, activities and worship
will be available.
The Salvation Army has been operating the Mobile Lunch
Service Program via its canteen. The program is currently
scheduled to run until April 10 at which time the program and
its need will be reevaluated.
The Salvation Army canteen travels to a different location
each weekday to provide meals to the now at home bound
children. The canteen sets up shop from Noon-1pm providing
sack lunches to anyone in Livingston County. Persons do
not have to live in the community in which the canteen is
parked. Participants are ask to send only one person from
the household to obtain the lunches or if traveling by car, to
leave children and other members in the car. Each family can
take one lunch per household member and no ID is required.
(please visit our website or see attached ﬂier for locations)
To volunteer contact Darlene Howard at 517-295-4347
or darlene.howard@usc.salvationarmy.org. To donate in-kind
or monetary donations contact April Dertian at 517-295-4344
or april.dertian@usc.salvationarmy.org.
Donations can be dropped off at The Salvation Army
Corps location Monday- Friday 9am-4:30pm at 503 Lake St,
Howell.

Michigan
House
Report
By Dr. Hank Vaupel,
47nd District
On March 23, 2020, Governor Whitmer issued Executive
Order 2020-21 to temporarily suspend activities that are
not essential to sustain or protect life. The Executive Order
requires all Michigan Citizens to stay at home, unless for
life-sustaining activities or essential work responsibilities.
The Executive Order prohibits the following: all in person
work not essential to sustain or protect life, public or private
gatherings (private gatherings are considered those including
individuals that do not reside within the same household),
and business or operations that require workers to leave their
home or place of residence. Please visit www.michigan.gov/
coronavirus or www.GOPhouse.org for more information on
this Executive Order.
***
This week, our district should have received the letters
in the mail regarding the U.S. Census. It is important for all
of us to do our duty as Americans and complete the census.
Census results have an impact on planning and funding for
health clinics and highways, ﬁre departments and disaster
response, education programs such as Head Start and college
tuition assistance, and it determines how many congressional
districts we have for representation at the federal level as well
as redistricting at the state level.
***
March Reading Month is almost over! Schools have been
closed until at least April 13th so we should extend reading
month a bit longer! I know many of you have contacted me
on what is going on regarding this, please know that my
colleagues and I are working on it. In the meantime, the best
thing for all of us to do right now is to catch up on some
reading! Parents and older siblings should read to younger
children daily during this stay at home order as well.
***
Please know I hear all of your concerns when you contact
me. These are unprecedented times and we all must work
together. For health-related questions about coronavirus,
Michigan residents can call 1-888-535-6136. The hotline is
open every day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For updates regarding
our community speciﬁcally, please visit www.livgov.com/
health. For updates from the CDC, please visit www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus. Businesses can also contact the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation hotline to ﬁnd out what
programs are available to help. This number is 1-888-5520103.

Fowlerville High Alumni Association
seeks donations for scholarship fund

In 1974, ofﬁcers of the Fowlerville Alumni Association
established the FHS Alumni Scholarship program. Monies
are raised yearly to enable the organization to present
scholarships to members of the current FHS graduating class.
Over the past 40+ years, well over 10 graduating seniors have
been recipients of this scholarship.
The organization hopes to continue this tradition. Again this
year, the alumni association will present four (4) scholarships
at the 2020 Senior Awards Night in May. Recipients are also
recognized at the annual FHS alumni banquet; this year the
127th annual gathering is Saturday, June 6, 2020 at 6:00pm
in the Kreeger Elementary Gym.
The scholarship fund is maintained through the many
donations received in memory of loved ones who either were
graduates of FHS or who maintained strong connections to
the schools such as teachers, coaches, bus driver, or friends of
the school. Please feel free to make donations in any amount
at any time during the year. Some send donations yearly; for
some, it is a one-time donation.
Donations should be sent to Ed Helzerman, PO Box 446,
Fowlerville, MI 48836. To be recognized in the 2020 program,
a donation should reach Ed Helzerman by May 1st. Alumni
board member & advertising co-chair Meghan Swain-Kuch
can be contacted at 517-672-1747 or meganmswain@gmail.
com if you wish to recognize family & friends by making a
donation for either a business card size or a larger entry (ex.
1/4 page) rather than the traditional listing.
Your generosity will not only help maintain the scholarship
program, but will help a graduating senior with college
expenses. The FHS Alumni Association is a 501(c)(3)
organization. It is the intention of the organization to establish
a foundation grant once sufﬁcient funds have been obtained.
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Some of the group enjoyed watching the Super Bowl on-board the MSC Ship
SEASIDE. From left were Peg Epley Smith, Kim Brewer Hune, Sandy Phibbs Lemon,
and May Jo Priest Venis. In back were Pete Decker & Candy Phibbs Decker.

Fowlerville High Alumni, others
enjoy recent Caribbean sea cruise

By John Kane
After 19 months of planning and anticipation, an excited
group of Fowlerville High School Alumni, along with family
and friends, met in Miami, Florida to set sail on a Caribbean
sea cruise.
Their embarkation date was Feb. 1st on the MSC Ship
SEASIDE. The group accounted for just 64 of the 5,100
plus passengers, along with a crew of more than 1,500. Our
cruising group covered a wide span of ages—from the 20’s
up to the 90’s!
The SEASIDE, one of the largest in the MSC fleet, is a
very new ship that was just launched in 2017. At over 20
decks tall, the ship is larger in size than most hotels and could
be described as a floating, all-inclusive resort.
Comments from some of the Fowlerville group included:
“Indescribable to see something so big floating and
sailing.”
“It seemed like it was a hotel from the Las Vegas strip.”
“You could get lost on board.”
The Seaside is so large and has so many features, from
a choice of luxury dining restaurants, to a fully equipped
workout center, bowling alley, water park, live entertainment
nightly in a 900-seat theater, boutique shops, a day spa, plus
a selection of swimming pools, restaurants, and lounges.

Fowlerville Fire Department Report

There were six dispatches received on Thursday March
19th. At 1:22 am personnel responded to a medical emergency
on Munsell Road in Iosco Township. Also, in Iosco Township
at 1:55 am that same crew responded to another medical
emergency on Lange Road. Then a carbon monoxide alarm
activation was reported at 7:39 am in Handy Township on
Kalkaska River Drive. At 9:14 am we responded to a report of
a structure ﬁre on Chase Lake Road in Conway Township. We
were assisted at the scene by Howell Fire Department while
NIESA Fire Department was on standby in our downtown
station. While on standby NIESA Fire responded to the report
of a medical emergency at 9:43 am on Lange Road in Iosco
Township. The last call of the day was received at 3:33 pm
for a medical emergency on Garden Lane in the Village.
Two emergencies were reported on Friday March 20th. The
report of a carbon monoxide alarm activation was received at
6:00 am in Handy Township on Cemetery Road. Personnel
also responded to a medical emergency at 11:43 am on
Lovejoy Road in Conway Township.
We responded to four dispatches on Saturday March 21st.
At 1:53 am personnel responded to a medical emergency on
South Grand in the Village. An outdoor ﬁre was reported at
10:04 am on Gregory Road in Handy Township. A medical
emergency was dispatched at 6:43 pm on Gehringer Drive in
the Village. The last call on Saturday at 9:56 pm was a reported
grass ﬁre on the I-96 expressway in Handy Township.
Two medical emergencies were reported on Monday March
23rd. The ﬁrst one was reported at 1:38 pm on Van Orden
Road in Handy Township. The second call was received at
4:47 pm in Iosco Township on Lange Road.

These Fowlerville Alumni were beach bumming in Ochos Rios, Jamaica. From
left were Kim Brewer Hune, Dave Hune, Denise Turner Burke and Sandy Phibbs
Lemon.

Our first day at sea was Sunday and many watched the
NFL Super Bowl, shouting, laughing and rooting for their
team along with other passengers.
The first Port of Call was Ochos Rios, Jamaica, an island
known for its rum and Reggae music. Since our group was
not restricted or committed to certain schedules or activities,
we departed the boat in several directions, some exploring
the island, some heading for the white sand beach, and others
souvenir shopping or taking an excursion to see waterfalls or
ride horses in the ocean.
The group that I happened to be with that day enjoyed a
close up tour of the town and neighborhoods, including seeing
a former dairy processing plant that interested a couple of my
traveling chums, Francis and Patty (Reason) Palmerton, who
are retired dairy farmers.
After getting to see Mick Jagger of the Rolling Stones’
ocean-view mansion (only from the street), we realized we
also had the best vantage point in town of overseeing the
harbor and getting our picture taken. Then it was off to climb
in a miniature waterfall. For lunch we experimented at an
open-air restaurant for a meal of jerked chicken and pork...
don’t look for that meal to be featured soon locally.
So, with souvenirs in hand, we headed back to our floating
hotel to meet for dinner with our group and share our days
adventures.
More next week...

There were three calls for assistance received on Tuesday
March 24th. At 1:01 pm personnel were called to assist on
a medical emergency on Garden Lane in the Village. At
2:12 pm a reported medical emergency was reported in
Iosco Township on Munsell Road. Crews also responded to
a medical call at 10:01 pm on Cass River Drive in Handy
Township.
There were four emergency dispatches on Wednesday
March 25th. A large grass ﬁre was reported on Sherwood
Road in Conway Township at 3:31 pm. We received mutual
aid from Howell Fire Department at the scene and NEISA
Fire department was on standby. At 7:29 pm personnel
responded to a structure ﬁre on Mapleﬁeld Drive in Conway
Township. We were assisted at the scene by Howell Fire
Department, Shiawasse Fire Department, Burns Township
Fire Department, Disaster Assistance Response Team
{DART} and Livingston County Ambulance. NEISA Fire
Department was on standby at the downtown station. While
on standby NEISA Fire assisted with a reported grass ﬁre
at 7:59 pm on Sober Road In Conway Township. They also
assisted with the dispatch to a medical emergency at 10:30
pm on Chippewa River Drive in Handy Township.

MSC SEASIDE cruise ship. The ship holds over
5,100 passengers & 1500 crew.

—Area Deaths—
Theron Ralph Holbrook

Theron Ralph Holbrook, 95, of Fowlerville died Wednesday,
March 25, 2020 at The Guest House of Fowlerville of natural
causes.
He leaves his wife of 57 years, Helen (Buco) Holbrook of
Howell Michigan; his sister Jane Holbrook of California, and
sister-in-law Katherine Buco of California.
He was born in Coyle, Oklahoma on Sept 18, 1924 to
Clarence R. Holbrook and Irma Love-Joy Bentley.
Family soon after his birth moved to Fullerton California
in 1925, where he resided until joining the Navy in 1942. He
was in the Navy and proudly served his country in WW2, and
was honorably discharged in 1946.
After his service to his country, he was employed by the
Federal Prison System in Alcatraz California from 19531955, then moved to Terminal Island California where he
retired in 1975. Some of the inmates he watched over were
Alven (Creepy) Karpos, The Birdman of Alcatraz and Al
Capone. He also watched over Charlie Manson.
Married to his wife Helen Buco in February 23, 1963 in
Long Beach, California.
He enjoyed hunting, ﬁshing and was also a pilot who ﬂew
Piper Cub airplanes. He had a love for cats and dogs and at
one time had a total of 18 cats.
Funeral services will be private and he will be laid to
rest at St. Agnes Cemetery in Fowlerville MI. Arrangements
entrusted to Herrmann Funeral Home. Online condolences
may be expressed at pjherrmannfuneralhome.com.
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SAVE-ON FAMILY FOODS

FRESH MEATS
FRESH PRODUCE • GROCERIES
ATM MACHINE “INSIDE STORE”
We accept WIC
& Bridge Cards
(food stamps)

131 E. Grand River • Fowlerville • 517-223-9770
LIQUOR • COLD BEER & WINE
MONEY ORDERS
UP TO $499 99

1

$ 00

KEG BEER
AVAILABLE!

PLEASE ORDER IN ADvANCE!

We accept
Debit Cards

ea.

PRICES GOOD MARCH 30TH & 31ST 2020

MONDAY AND TUESDAY ONLY
IN 5#
bAG

bONELESS
CHICkEN
bREAST

2

LIMIT 1

$ 99

bONELESS
SIRLOIN
STEAk

6

$ 99

lb.

PEPSI-COLA
2 LITERS
WARM
ONLY

3

2/$ 00
+ Dep.

lb.

bUD OR bUD
LIGHT bEER

$

15 PACK
CANS

12

99
+ Tax
+ Dep.

DEARbORN
SLICED
HAM

4

IN 5#
bAG

DEARbORN
jUMbO
FRANkS

LIMIT 1

19

$ 49

$

bETTER MADE
pOTATO
CHIPS

DUTCH FARMS
SHREDDED
CHEESE

lb.

2

$ 99

99

99

¢

17 VARIETIES

4/$

IDAHO
pOTATOES

10

00
8 oz.

lb.

NEW TEMPORARY
HOURS:

8am - 7pm
MON. – SAT.
8am - 6pm
SUNDAY

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. WE RESERvE THE RIgHT TO LIMITED qUANTITIES AND cORREcT PRINTINg ERRORS. SOME ITEMS NOT ALWAYS AS PIcTURED.

